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Though in a humble rank of life, yet by much in- 
dustry and patience, I have at length procured the 
most, conclusive and satisfactory evidence of the le- 
gality of my claims to the hcMiours and estates of 
Perth, Bemg, in consequence^ encouraged by the 
approbation of gentlemen eminent in knowledge, 
and influential in statioq, to adopt the proper par- 
liamentary measures for purifying my blood and 
serving mjself heir to my noble ancestors, I have, 
as one of the .prelkninaiy steps, laid jpay case before 
the public in the following pages, hoping that it^ 
may attract the attention of many other .gentlemen 
who are not indifferent to an act of justice. 

My grandfather, as is proved in this statement, 
was the late General James DrummoBd, (of the 
rebel array,) who fought at the battle of CuUoden 
in 1745; and who was commonly called the Duke 
of Perth, though the family titles were forfeited in 
1715. He was of a pacific, studious disposition, 
and excelled in mathematical and agrioiltural know- 
ledge, but was drawn into the rebellion by persua- 
sions of the Earl of Mar and other Jacobine Peers, 
and the entreaties of his noble -mother, who declared, 
^* that i£ he did not fight, like the other brave chiefs 
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of clans, for the royal House of Stuart, her curse 
would be his portion, and blight him and his pos- 
terity." 

After the Stuart army was defeated at CuUoden, 
he came to Biddick, on the river Wear> where he 
married, and where he died. My father was a 
quiet, unambitious and religious man, who was 
afraid to make known his claims : but at his death 
in 1822, I began to establish my pedigree, which I 
have effected with great labour and expence : and 
now, as before stated^^ I am adopting measures to 
have my blood purified, and to be restored (as has 
been done to several attainted peers involved in the 
Same rebdlion with my grandfather) to the forfeit- 
ed titles of Earl of Perth, Lord Drummond, &c. : 
but, what is of more use to me, such an act of 
the king would, according to law, and as a matter 
6f course, entitle me to be served heir male and of 
line to my ancel^tors the Earls and Duke of Perth, 
by which necessary process of law I would ulti- 
matdy congie into possession of the valuable family 
estates, settled, as aforesaid, on the heirs male^ by 
ixi entail in 1713, &c. 

Many interesting facts in Scottish history are in- 
cidentally elucidated in the following pages, which, 
I hope, will be found both amusing and instructive 
to the general reader. 

Thomas Drummond, 
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HE illuttrmus Hdttsd ef '' Drummonb" 
may datd its origin from a veiT* remote' pe« 
riod of antiquity, and, whether we look at 
the exalled utuation and \^^ eharMtev of 
the individuals, the eminent station they 
have held in the very highest ranks of so- 
ciety, the aDiances and odnnexions they 
have itemed, not only withmaBy NoUe, 
l|ut al8Q^vith B^yAl. HMsei, added to the weight and tnfluenee^ 
-that must have been derived from their great wealth and ext4n* 
eive pofisesm^Si they i^^^ altogether atn instanoe Of a unitien of 
ti^, nobleneis^ An4 ponsequenoe, ^d all cosvesgii^' in isne famii 
ly, that is almost without a parallel. 

;,.Ilifi.Ttciiaitud«^ of human events, withtke inciuatioils in poro^ 
pevty, and the cottvulsionsiof nalaona andicimpiTea tluit hav0 Meui^ 
xed during the last century, have eomhined to wrest t^Mse honour* 
and .that furoperty fr<^ the haads of those who formorlyenjoy^ 
them in: sJt tboii splendour,, and plaee them in qdmrs that ai^peaip 
ta ho not leg«Uy <Mr juatly entitled ;to them:^-lo entdeavour to reP 
eover thedO ))0li09Ji°l wd poesessitoa ftom the han4> that now ao^ 
hold thm. wAtt&i^ff» thenar to those wUoblAiypear-td'be fiMy ^itA 
jnstly entltted lp:tibmi». i& the objedt of /th^ prcbemt' snii^ ' ' --^ : 
It ^ ao^oi^edtfeatement of the genealogy iir pedi^oo of thii> 
<' DnHnmond'' fuktily, it will be sufficient, perhapAy to gi^^n Mnil 
of general abstract or analysis of it, fr^tm the tiine 'Of the ImiimII*^ 
up to the period when the digniiies and possessions oame into tiio 
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hands of those who^ by the transactions of their dsj, caused some' 
change or difference to arise in the current of the titles and the pro* 
perty ; — this will be found to be about the time of " James (Drum- 
mond) the fourth Earl of Perth^" who flourished in the reigns of 
King James II. &c. and died in the year I7I6 : from that period 
to the present time, the account of the family and the succession 
will be rendered with all possible amplitude and fidelity. 

This genealogical account or pedigree has been gathered from 
records and general history^ from books or accounts^ and from such 
traditional or other information as could be obtained : — the state- 
ment is believed ^to be^ -in general, correct: — there are passages, 
however, (copied from printed books) in which it is known to be 
otherwise, but these wiU be noticed and explained in their proper 
places : this observation particularly j^plies to the accounts of the 
^'Drummond" family, inserted herein, and as contained in, and 
taken from, the two following works, viz. — 

" The Peerage of Scotland, containing a historical and genealo- 
gical Account of the Nobility of that Kingdom," &c. &c. — " By 
Sir Robert Douglas, of Glenbervie, Bart — Second Edition. Re- 
yised and corrected, .&c. &c. by John Philip Wood, Esq — In two 
Volumes, felio^Edinlnugh, 1813." 

and 

'^ A genealogical iMemoiv of the most Noble and Ancient House 
of DrummoDd, iaiid Qf::th0' several branches that have sprung front 
k/' &c. &c.T-"By David Maleofan^ A. M. (afterwards LL. D.) 
Octavo. ''Edinburgh. 1808.^' 

' . The. first of this ancient family who settled in Scotland is said to 
h&ve been '' Maurice," a Hungarian, who, about the year* iO&J^ 
accompanied Edgar Atheling ^the rightful heir to the crown co£ 
£ngland)!aiid his sister, Margaret, in their flight from England 
(to.eseape the destruction that threatened them, from the power 
of their comfietitor, William^ Duke of Normandy^ who had now,: 
by conquest^ obtained the crown of England), and landed with 
them (after, having encountered a dreadful tempest in the German' 
Ocean) in Scotland* where they were kindly received by Malcolm 
Canmore, Kingiefl Scotland, at his pakce ci Dumfemdine; — the 
king Aft'BS'so btruck with the beauty andiaccompli^ments of Mar- 
garet, that.he shoitly afterwards married her, and made her Qiieen. 
of Scotland. King Malcolm generously and liberally rewarded all 
&oae noble istrangers who had accompanied the Prince Edgar 
Al3ieliii(g and his sist^ Mar^ret, to Scotland, and, in an especial 
manner; shewed the kind feeling he entertained towards Maurice, 
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the Hungarian^ to whose skill in seamanship was said to be owin^ 
the preservation of the livesi of the royal party/ in gratitude for 
which, Malcolm conferred upon him high hcmours and endowmeilts^ 
appointing him Seneschal, or Steward of Lennox, aiid assigning 
to him various lands, among the rest, the lands of- '^ Drymen" or 
*' Drummond," (in Stirlingshire) from which the family afterwards 
took its name ; — the king also assigned to him, for his armorial 
bearing, three bars, wavy, or undy, gules^ in allusion to his having 
been the successful conductor of Queen Margaret through the sea 
to Scotland. As a mark of Queen Margaret's esteem^ Maurice 
Drummond received in marriage one of her maid^ of honour, and 
from their children are descended all the ^Eunilies of Drummond-^ 
— he died about 1093, and was succeeded by his eldest soa, Mal« 
colm Drummond, named after his master and benefactor^ King^ 
Malcolm. 

. Malcolm Drummond, who, on the death of his father^ Kaurice, 
became second Thane of Lennox, died about 1190, leaving a son. 

Maurice Drummond (named after his grandfather, the Hunga* 
rian) who again left male issue, that, in regular succession, came 
into possession of the titles and estates of the family, whieh ap- 
pears to have increased, in honours and affluence, as one generation 
succeeded another ; — some instances may be particularized : 

Sir Malcolm Drummond, who succeeded about 1180. 

Malcolm Beg Drummond succeeded about 1200; — Jie was of 
great note among the nobles of Scotland, and possessed of great 
wealth ; — he lived to the age of ninety years'. 

Sir John Drummond succeeded about 1346, — mairied Mary 
]\Iontefex, eldest daughter and co-heiress of Sir William de Mon- 
tefex. Justiciar of Scotland, and chief of a great and ancient 
family ; — by her he had four sons and four daughters ; — ^the eldest 
son. Sir Malcolm Drummond, succeeded him ; — ^his eldest daugh* 
ter, Annabella Drummond, celebrated for her exquisite beauty, 
and distinguished merit, married, in 1377> the eldest son of the 
High Steward of Scotland, Earl of Carrick, Seneschal of Scotland^ 
and heir apparent to the crown ; on the death of King Robert XL 
he ascended the throne, as King Robert III. and was crowned, at 
Scoon, with: his Queen, Annabella, in September, 1390; — they 
had two sons, and two daughters ; David Stuart, the eldest 8on> 
Prince of Scotland, Duke of Rothsay, and Earl of AthoU and Car* 
rick, died in 1401, without issue. James (the second son) suc- 
ceeded to the crown of Scotland in 1406, by the style of King 
James I.;'^he married Jane Seymour^ daughter of |i;he Earl of 
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Somenet, and died at Perth^ in 1437^ learing a son, wlio became 
King of Scotland^ by the style of King James II. 

After another interval^ we find Sir John Drommond, of CargiB 
and Stobhall^ who succeeded to the finmily honours and estates in 
1470 ^-in January, 14S7'S, he was raised to the d^nity of the 
Peerage, by the title of Lord Drammond: — in 1491 he Imilt a 
strong castle, or maiision, to whidi he gave the name of Ihmm* 
mond Castle, and which has ever since been the chief seat of the 
family ^-4ie died in 1519, having attained nearly the age of e^^ty^ 
and was succeeded by his great grandson, David I>rummond, the 
second Lord Drummond, but who, being very young, became the 
king's itard (King James V.) he died in 1571^ and was succeeded 
by his eldest son, Patrick, third Lord Drummond, who died about 
1600, and was succeeded by his eldest son, James, fourth Lord 
Drummond, and first Earl of Perth ; — ^he was (by King James VI.- 
oi Scotland, and I. of England) created '' Earl of Perth," by Pa- 
t^it, dated 4th March, I6OS, to him and his heirs male whatso- 
ever ; — he »ijoyed his honours foit a short time only ; he died at 
Seton, on the 18th Deetanber, 1611, in the 21st yew of his age ; 
— he was married, but had no sons, wherefore his estate and ho- 
nours devolved upon his younger brother. 

JOHN DRUMMOND,— SECOND Eari, of Pbbth,— who 
succeeded to the title and estates, in 1611, on the death of his 
dder brother. — He was a noblemau of great learning and inte- 
grity, and of unshaken loyalty and attadiment to his Sovereign, 
King Charles I. for whidi he suffered severely, by fines inflicted 
on him and his family, during the period of the usurpation of 
Cromwell ;->*he married Lady Jean Ker, eldest daughter of Ro- 
bert, first Earl of Roxburgh, by whom he had four sons and two 
daughters ;-^^he died in 1662, about the age* of eighty, and was 
succeeded by his eldest surviving son. 

JAMES DRUMMOND,--.THiRD Eabl of Pbbth,— «ucceed- 
ed his fiafther in 1663, — ^was served heir male of him in his property 
in the counties of Perth and Forfeir, 23d September, 1662, and in 
general of him the 29th of the same month. He married, in 1639, 
Lady Anne Gk>rdMi, eldest daughter of €^rge, second Marquis 
of Iluntly, and had issue two sons, and one daughter. The sons 
were — 1, James Dirummond, (who succeeded as his heir) fourth 
Earl, and afterwards Duke, of Perth, — ^and, — 2. John Drummond, 
of Lundin, Earl, atid afterwards Duke, of Melfmt. By these two 
sons, the house of Drummond divided into two branches, — ^the 
Perth Bucal Branchy carried ou by the- elder son^ James^— ^aaadf 
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llie LiUidin^ or Melfort Ducal Branch, carried on by the younger 
.aon^ John. 

. He died 2d June, 1675, and was succeeded by his eldest son, 
James Drummond, fourth Earl, and afterwards Duke, of Perth. 

JAMES DRUMMOND, fourth Earl, and afterwards (first) 
Duke of Perth, — born 1648, — succeeded his father in 1675. — 
He was served heir male of his fkther 1st October, 1675. 

This distinguished nobleman, born to high rank, possessing 
.great wealth, and standing high in the ^Eiveur of his Sovereign and 
relative, and endowed, moreover, by nature, with extraordinary 
talents, makes a conspicuous figure in the annals of the period in 
whioh he lived; — he received the first rudiments of instruction 
.under the pious and attentive care of a most excellent and accom- 
plished mother, and, in due time, was sent to the -university of 
St. Andrew, where he went through a course of philosophy, after 
which he visited France, and remained for a considerable time. at 
-P^ris, where he pursued his studiesi and became distinguished for 
his exemplary deportment, and high attainments in literature and 
.science. After his return to his native country, he married (first) 
— 18th January, 1670, Lady Jean Douglas, fourth daughter (by 
his second marriage, with Lady Mary Gordon) of William, first 
Marquis of Douglas; — by this lady he had one son, — ^' James, 
Lord Drummond," (commonly designated '^Marquis of Drum- 
mond," &c. — ^who succeeded him, and of whom more hereafter) — 
and two daughters: his lordship married, (secondly) — in 1679, 
Xilias Drummpnd, daughter of Sir James Drummond, of Hacha*- 
ny, and relict of William, fifth Earl of TuUibardine ,* — by her he 
had issue, three sons and one daughter — the eldest son by this 
marriage was the Hon. John Drummond, styled Lord John Drum- 
mond, who, (m the reported death of his nephew, (James Drum- 
mond, commonly called Duke of Perth) said to have taken plaoe 
in 17^i after the battle of Culloden, and on the aoina/ death of 
his other nephew, ^ (John, brother to James, last-mentioned) com- 
monly called Lord John Drummond,: which took place at Antwerp, 
in 17'^7> assumed the title of Duke of Perth; — he died, without 
issue, at Edinburgh, 27th October, 1757> and was interred in the 
abbey church of Holyrood House. 

His lordship married (thirdly) Lady Mary Gordon, second 
daughter of Lewis, third Marquis of Huntly, and relict of Adam 
Urquhart, of Meldrum, esq. by her he had issue, two sons and 
one daughter ; the eldest son was the Hon. Edward Drummond^ 

B 
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etmiinonly called Lord Edward Drammond, who aim, Oo thedeatfi 
of his hrother, John (aboFenamed) assumed the title of I)iike of 
Perth ; — he spent almost all his liFe in France, in literary retire- 
ment, and devoted to religious duties, and died at Paris, 7th 
February, 1760. 

To return to the (fourth) Earl of Perth :— 
His lordship was, in 1678, nominated by King Charles II. oAe 
.of his privy 4»uccil ; — on the 1st of May, 1682, being then m the 
thirty-fourth year of his age, he was constituted Lord Justid) Ge- 
neral of Scotland, and appointed one of the extraordinary Lords 
of Session, 16th November, same year, and in two years after, by 
commission, dated 23d June, 1684, he attained the most dignified 
appointment .which his majesty could bestow, by being raised tb 
the distinguished office of Lord High Chancellor of Scotland, and 
appointed Sheriff Principal of the county of Edinburgh, 16th 
July, same year; 

His lordship continued to execute the functions of his high of- 
fice with equal hdnour io himself, and advantage to the interests 
and welfare of his country, to the end of Charles' reign, and oH 
the accession of King James II. was continued in all his places, 
had the chief administration of aflairs, declared himself a Roman 
Catholic, and attached himself closely to the principles and views 
of the reigning monarch, involving hknself, by this means, in the 
calamities that ensued during that ill-fated period, which over- 
whelmed his family and himself, anil, in the end, brought about a 
revolution in the government of the kingdom, and caused the ab- 
dication of James II. to whom, nevertheless, the Earl of Perth 
continued, to the end of his life, to be a warm- adherent, as did alse 
his family, his son and heir, and his successors. 

In the hll of Janies' was involved the ruin of his fiends arid ad'- 
herebts. The chancellor was (driven from his seat, and vohmta- 
rily left the councils and the town, where his' house had been 
phindered by a mob, and retreated to Drummond Castle ; — here 
also, the vengeiLnoe of his enemies pursued him, and, finding the 
danger of his situation, and desirous to follow the fortunes o^ his 
master, he was inducted to comply with the advice of his friends, 
and embarked in a small vessel at Kirkaldy for France, takikig 
along with him his lady and their family ; — his flight was soon 
discovered, and he was pursued by a long boat from Kirkaldy, fiill 
of armed men, who overtook the vessel and the fugitives near the 
mouth «f the Forth, plundered the Earl and his lady of all the 
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praperty they bad oh boards and brought them back prisoners to 
Kirkaldy^ where they were confined for some time in the common 
tollbooth of the plaoe> and afterwards removed to the castle of 
Stirling^ where he and his family remained prisoners for nearly 
four years^ nor was he released till the privy council, by warrants 
of '28th June, 1693, and 4th August following, allowed him to be 
liberated, on his giving bond to leave the kingdom, under the pe- 
nalty of £5000. 

He went abroad accordingly, and proceeded, first to Holland* 
then passed through Germany, into Italy, and settled at Rome* 
where he resided about two years, when he was sent for, by King 
James, to St. Germains, in France, where the abdicated monarch 
had now fixed his residence aind court ; here he was received with 
the most cordial affection and kindness, .and James heaped upon 
him all the honours and favours he could possibly bestow, and, as 
a mark of his esteem for him, and a reward of his fidelity, created 
Urn 'f DUKE OF PERTH/' by royal patent, to his heirs male. 
He appointed him also first lord of the bedchamber, — Knight of 
the most noble Order of the Garter, — chamberlain to the queen,-* 
and governor to his son, the Prince of Wales, as he was termed ; 
-—he had, at a former period (in 1687)> on the revival of the an- 
cient Order of the Thistle, been invested with it, and was named 
the first knight of that most ancient and most noble order. The 
title of " Duke of Perth," however, being conferred by James II. 
after his abdication of the throne of Great Britain, was never re- 
cognized in Scotland, but as the Earl of Perth assumed the title 
of '' Duke," and so also did his son. and grandson, who were re- 
spectively and commonly called, " Duke of Perth," in the historical 
transactions of the last century,, they have been usually designated 
by itj although the title itself cannot be considered as a matter of 
legal right, but suffered only from the courtesy of the country. 

The Earl, or, as he now, perhaps, may be called, Duke of 
Path, oontinued to reside at St. Germains, for a series of years^ 
in a state o£ comparative quiet and retirement, solaced by the plea^ 
sures of literary enjoyment, and soothed by the consolations of re* 
ligion;-rhis attachment to James continued firm and unabated, 
and ^n the death of that monarch, on the 6th of August, 1701, 
the Duke oontinued his friendship to* the son, his ward, and di8« 
dbaiged, with honourable zeal, the trust committed to him by hia 
TOfsl Cathex ;— he lived to see the eventful changes that took place 
in his native country, by the accession of King William III.-^ 
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aad afterwards of Queen Anne, in wLose death he beheld the end 
of the royal line of the Stuarts^— and he lired long enough to know 
of the complete failure of the attempt of his royal pupil to regain 
the crown of his ancestors, by the suppression of the fatal rebellion 
in 1715, and the House of Hanover established on the throne of 
Britain. 

He died, at St. Grermains, on the 11th of May, 1716^ in the 
sixty-eighth year of his age, and was interred in the chapel of the 
Scots Coll^^, at Paris, where a monument of white marble was 
erected to his memory. 

His widow (his third wife) survived him several years, and died> 
at St. Germains, in March, 1726, at the age of eighty. 

He was succeeded in the family honours and estates, by his 
eldest son, ''JAMES DRUMMOND/'— fifth Earl of Perth, and 
second Duke, — commonly designated, " Marquis of Drummond." 

It is necessary, and extremely important, to remark here, the 
wise aud prudent measures this ^nobleman adopted to secure the 
possession of the family honours and estates to his heirs and suc- 
cessors ; — foreseeing the storm that was gathering in the political 
horizon, and apprehensive that it might, in its consequences, in- 
volve him in the general ruin, he took the precaution, when he was 
in full and undisturbed possession of all the honours and estates, 
and before he quitted Scotland, on his exile, in the year 1687> to 
moke a resignation in the King's hands, of the Earldom of Perth, 
and his whole estate, with the heritable Offices of Steward, Coro« 
ner, and Forester of Strathern, Glenartney, and Balquhidder, &c. 
&c. — ^in favour of his eldest son, James, Lord Drummond, and the 
heirs male, procreate, or to be procreate, of his body, which feuling^ 
to the said James, Lord Drummond, and his heirs male whatsoever, 
&c. &c — ^whereupon a charter issued, under the great seal, in 
which his whole lands lying in the Stewartry of Strathern, are 
particularly enumerated, dated in November, 1687* 

JAMES DRUMMOND,— FIFTH Earl, and sbcond Dukb 
OF Pbrth, commonly designated Marquis of Drummond, suc- 
ceeded his father in I7I6 ; — ^born about 1671* 

He was educated chiefly under the care of his father, whose 
principles and politics he very naturally imbibed, and warmly es* 
poused the cause of the Stuart family ;^-from Scotland he went 
over to France, at an early age, to pursue his' studies, and was 
soon actively engaged in the commotions of the times ; — he accom« 
panied James II. in his expedition from Brest to Ireland, in 1689> 
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and was at the siege of Londmiderry^ at Limerick^ aad otber places^ 
where he made a resolute, but an unavailing resistancei and find- 
ing all the plans for the restoration of King James utterly defeated^ 
he left the adherents of the deposed monarch, and returned to 
Scotland about lti92 ; — at this time his father was a prisoner in 
Stirlkig castle, and when he was set at liberty (in 1693) on prot* 
mising to transport himself beyond the seas, his son. Lord Drum<^ 
mond, was permitted to remain unmolested at home. Some years 
afterwards he went over to France. It was at this time that he 
was appointed Master of the Horse to Mary of Modena, queen 
dowager of James IL On his return to Scotland he found his 
country in a state of great commotion, and public disputes and dif- 
ferences running very high ; — again active measures were concert- 
ing to place the Pretender, who, by the death of his father, had 
become, as was asserted, heir to the crown, on the throne of these 
realms ; — these commotions at last, in 171^^ broke out into open 
rebellion ; — the Pretender had landed in Scotland, and been pro- 
claimed, aad among tbe chieftains who had flocked to his standard, 
with their clans, one of the foremost and most important was Lord 
Drummond, who strenuously supported the cause, and was enabled, 
from his wealth, his power, and his connexions, to render essential 
service ; but all was unavailing, and, after some feeble efforts, on 
the part of the rebels, to face the approaching army of the King, 
they deemed it most prudent to seek safety vin flight, and James 
r^reated to Dundee, and. from thenice to Montrose ;*-he was there 
closely pursued by the King's troops, and judging it advisable to 
jelinquish thje cause, 1^ went on board a vessel, and, accompanied 
by some of his leading friends, among whom were. Lord Drum- 
mond, the Earl^ of Mar, the Earl of Melfort,— &c. arrived a few 
days after at Gravelines, in France. — From this expedition to 
France Lord Drummond never afterwards returned :— he joined 
his father there, and continued with him till his death in 1716, and 
did not long survive him ; — ^he died in 171 7^ and was buried beside 
the grave of his father, in the chapel of the Scots college, at Paris. 
Profiting by his father's example, in securing the succession of 
the family honours and estates to his heirs and descendants, he had 
.had the precaution to execute a di^yosition, or deed of entail, of his 
estates^ dated 28th August^ 1713, in favour of his eldest son, James 
.Drummond ; (the person afterwards called Duke of Perth, and who 
was so deeply implicated in the rebellion, 1745) — ^this deed was siis- 
,tained by tbe Court of Session, 1719,— and affirmed by the House 
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of Lords, 1790 ;— by this means the estates were preserved to the 
family, although the greater joined in the rebellion. 
' He was attainted of High Treason by Act of Parliament^ 1. Geo< 
I. (1715) by the style of '' James Dmmmond, £squire, commonly 
** called Lord Drommond, eldest son and heir apparent of the Earl 
of Perth." — In the same Act of attainder were included, Jolui> 
Earl of Mar, William Murray, Esquire, commonly called Marquis 
of Tullibardine, eldest son and heir apparent of John Duke of 
Athol, and James, Earl of Linlithgow. 

He (James Drummond — 5th Earl, and 2nd Duke) married 
(contract dated 5th August, 1706) Lady Jean Gordon, only daugh-> 
ier of Oeorge, first Duke of Gordon, and Lady Elizabeth Howard^ 
daughter of Henry, Duke of Norfolk ; — by her he had two sons, 
and two daughters, — vix. 

1. JAMES DRUMMOND, his Heir,— (accounted 6th Earl, 
and 3rd Duke of Perth), bmrn May 11th, 1713,— died at Biddick> 
County of Durham, in June, 1782. 

(OP WHOM SEE MORE AFTERWARDS.) 

2. JOHN DRUMMOND,— commonly called LasA John Drum- 
mond ; — died at Antwerp, in 1747> unmarried. 

3. Lady MARY DRUMMOND. 

4. Lady HENRIBT DRUMMOND. 

Who both died unmarried. 
Upon the death of her husband (in 1717) bis lady, who was 
commonly called the Duchess of Perth, returned to Scotland, and 
for many years resided at Drummond Castle, with great respecta* 
bility ;— she was accounted a woman of great spirit and ao(ivity, 
imd entered warmly into the views and measures of the Stuart &« 
mily, — so much so, that, for her support of the rebels, she was oom^ 
piitted prisoner to Edinburgh Castle, 11th February, 1746, and 
liberated, on bail, 17th November, 1746 ; — on the forfeiture of the 
family estates, in 1746, she was compelled to quit Drummond Cais^ 
■tie, and retired to Stobhall, where she ended the days of her long 
and eventful life, in January, 1773, aged about ninety ; — she was 
(as above) the mother of the unfortunate James Drummond, com- 
monly called Duke of Perth, who, so fatally for himself, engaged 
in the rebellion, 1745,— and report and tradition say, that he was^ 
in a great measure, insti^ted thereto, by the urgent solicitations of 
his mother, and contrary to his own judgment and inoliitations,*- 
and it has been said, that though she lived to within about nine 
years of the time of the death of her son (which happened in 17^)i 
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she nevet f&tgsLYe Urn fbr iVhat slie considered his lakewarmness 
in tlie cause, and never had aiiy iiitercottk'se with him after the 
fktlure of the rehelliort. 

JOHN^-l)RUMMON13, tit Lord John Drnmmond, the second 
son^ was educated at Bouay, and finished his academic studied at 
the Scots College, at t'aHs ; — he attached himself to a military life> 
fthd entered Into th^ service of the Kin^ of France, for whom he 
raised a ire^ha'ent, called the Royal Scots, of which he was consti- 
tuted Colonel, — he retained his family attachment and predilection 
i^ the House of Stuart, and exerted hiinself on all occasions in the 
attempts for its restoration ; — the rebellion having broken out iii 
Scotland, he arrived at Montrose, in November, IT^S, with his re- 
giment, and several other troorps that were sent over from France, 
to support the caUse of the Pretender ; — ^he was at the battles of 
Wlkirk and Ctillodeh, dnd, after the defeat of the rehel^ at thfe latter 
^lace, he took sBfpping, and made his escape to France ; — he after- 
Wards served under Marshal Saxe, in Flanders ; — ^aftek* the siege 
of Berg6il op Zoom, in 1747j he was appointed a Major General 
tvhilst lying ill of a fever, of which he died, without issue, the 
same year, and was buried in the Chapel of the English nutls at 
Antwerp. 

He was attainted of High Treason by Act 19, Geo. II. (1746) 
by the appellaitidin of " J^ohn Drummond, taking upon himself the 
*' stile or title of Lord John t>rummond, brother to James Drum- 
inoncl, taking on himself the title of Duke of Perth;" — (who, 
(James) It is to be observed, was also himself attainted by the 
same afct, aiid^'^iiatned in the list of attainted persons befor^ 

J6hVi). ':'',. 

If is ot'ii&f^cri;fcan<ife to observe YAk (John's) history ^hh attention, 
parWciiMly ih- te^rd'Hi two poibtfe )— -the first is, a report whicH 
was circulated, that his elder brothei*, Jaines, embarked in the 
Same ship with him, but died on the passage to France ; — evidence, 
and, it is presutoed, of the most irTelfragable descriptiori, will be 
Adduced, to shew, not only that James did not embark with hifa; 
but that he (James) did not embark at ali, and that the story oif 
his death, then circulated, >^as a l^lsehood; and that he lived for 
upwards of 36 jrears after ; — the next point' to be noticfed in John'^ 
history is, that he is the individual alluded' to in the Act ^4,' Geo. 
III. cap. 57, sec. 10, (1784) for restoring the forfeited Estates^ 
wherein it is eipressfed, that — '^ Whereds the Estate of Perth^ 
** which became fotfeft^d bjr the attainder of John Drumiziiond, tak- 
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ing upon himself the stile or title of Lord John Drmnmond^ Bro- 
ther to James Drummond^ taking on himself the stile or title of 
'' Duke of Perth^ stood devised before the Forfeiture to Heirs Male> 
^' and whereas the said John Drummond died without leaving Issue 
^'Lawful of his Body^ and it is not yet ascertained who is his 
^' nearest collateral Heir Male ; be it enacted by the Authority 
" aforesaid. That it shall and may be lawful to his Majesty^ His 
^^ Heirs and Successors^ to give, grant, and dispone to the Heirs 
'/ Male of the said John Drummond, who would have been intitled 
to succeed by the Investitures of the said estate^ had it not been 
forfeited, and to the Heirs and Assigns of such Heir Male^ all 
and every the Lands, Lordships^ Baronies, Fisheries, Tithes, 
Patronages, and other Heretages and Estates, which became 
forfeited to His said late Majesty by the Attainder of the said 
John Drummond, taking upon himself the stile or title of Lord 
'^ John Drummond, and which were annexed to the Crown as 
aforesaid; subject always to, and chargeable with, the Sum of 
Fifty- two thousand five hundred forty-seven Pounds, One ShiL* 
ling, and Sixpence, and Three Twelfth Parts of a Penny Ster«< 
ling; of Principal Money^ to be paid into the said Court of 
Exchequer, as after directed." Thus, also, it is to be observed^ 
cutting the knot, at once, of the Entail to heirs male, as formerly 
devised ; — it is evident the act assumed the death of James (th^ 
elder brother) %o be antecedent to that of John, by using the words, 
" John," &c. " Brother to James," &c. as completely, as if it had 
said — John, &c. Brother to the late James^ &c. now if the evi<« 
deace herewith adduced is deemed sufficient to prove that the fact 
was otherwise, which, we think, cannot for a moment be doubted> 
it follows, a priori, that the act itself^ and from which such strange 
consequences have ensued^ is bottomed in error and ipisrepresenta« 
tion, to say the least of it, consequently John could not possibly be 
the heir, and if he was not, it is quite superiluoiis to give any eonside- 
ration as to who were his heirs, yet/ on this pretended heirship, pos- 
session of the estates has been obtained, and the present possessors 
appear to hold them by no stronger a tenure than this rope of sand. 
Lest this definition as to the heirship of John should be misundei'* 
stood, it is necessary to state here, that it is not meant to deny, 
that John was, or rather, would have been, the heir, if James 
had been actually dead, but the position or principle here laid 
down> is, that — James being living at the time, nothing had de^ 
scendedj or could descend, to John, as heir, and if he had inherited 
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#r derived notbing. and was not in a ntnation to uilierit> or derive^ 
^^nothing^ of course, oofold devolve from him^-^and therefore the 
estates actuaUy became forfeited by the attainder of James Drum* 
mond, taking on himself the Stile or Title of Duke of Perth^-~and 
not by the attainder of John Dmmmond (his younger brother) aa 
the terms of the act wbuld imply. But this point will be further 
illnstrated, when we come to treat of James I>r^mniond, the elder 
and the surviving brother, and, undoubtedly, the real heir. 

He (James Drummond, — the 5th £atl, and 2d Duke, of Perth) 
died (as before stated) in exile, in 17179*"-aiid was snoceeded by 

JAMES DRUMMOND (his eldest son, and heir)--*acoounted 
(kh Earl, and 3d Duke of Perth ;*-and generally styled, in the 
history of the times in which he Hved, " DUKE OF PERTH." 



JAMES DRUMMOND, 

SIXTH EARL, AND THIRD DUKE, OF PERTH; 

(in common parlance — " THE DUKE OF PERTH") 

Bom May llth^ 1713, — succeeded^ on the death of his hther, in 
171 7> being then a minor, four years of age> — died, at Biddiek^ 
in the County of Durham, a few days prior to the 10th June^ 
1782, in the 70th year of his age, and was buried at the Cha- 
pel of Painshaw, in the Parish of Houghton-le-Spring, in the 
same Ccmnty, on the 10th June, 1782. 



We have now arrived at the sera in this history, when we havie 
to consider the cirenmstanoes and relative situation of a personage, 
of more imp^nrtance, in the main, than any other in this important 
ease, for, on the precise time, and under what cireumstances, this 
person died, the issue of the case must depend ; — ^if he actuaUy 
did die, in the month of May, 1746, or about that time, at sea, 
<» otherwise, or at any subsequent time, during the lifetime of his 
younger brother, John, (who, it will be remembered, died in the 
latter end of the year 1747)--^then there is an end of the case, aa 
fiur as concerns the case of the present claimant, Thomas Drum* 
mend, for Lord John Drummond would, unquestionably, be the 
legal heir to the family honours and estates ;-— but if, on the other 

C 
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hand, he did not die at that time, but, on the contrary, eacapeA 
to the County of Durham, and married, and had lawful issue, and- 
died there, in the month of June, 1782, then, it is equally un-' 
questionable, that Thomas Drummond, his layrful grandson, and 
heir male, must be legally intitled to suoeeed to the honours and 
estates he claims. 

The subjoined account, or history, of this James Drummond 
(whom we shall, for the sake of brevity in designation, call ^' Duke 
of Perth,"— or — *' James Drummond," generally) will be rendered 
with the strictest r^ard to troth and impartiality, as feir as can 
possibly be ascertained; — no circumstance will be concealed or 
misrepresented, as far as is known, — it is thought best, however, 
to givie his history in two distinct ways ;— -first, — as it appears to 
be borne out by the evidence adduced on the present occasion ; — and 
then, as it has been represented in history, or by report, tradition, 
or otherwise ; — ^by this mode, it is hoped, the judgment will be best 
assisted in coming to a right conclusion as to the merits of the case ; 
•—it is necessary, perhaps, to observe here, that there is only one 
point, on which any difference of opinion seems to exist, and that 
is, the precise time of the death of the Duke of Perth ; — ^in all the 
other circumstances of his life and history (that is, down to the 
time of his reported death, in 1746) there is no disagreement ; — on 
this one point, however, every thing else depends. 

First then; — James Drummond (6th Earl, and 3d Duke, of 
Pertb— bom May 11th, 1713 ; — ^succeeded to the honours and es- 
tates, as eldest son of, and heir to, and on the death of, his father 
(James Drummond, 5th Earl, and 2d Duke of, Perth) in 1717> 
being then a minor, four years of age. 

He had the estates conveyed to him by his father, by a disposi* 
tion, or deed of entail, of the estates, dated 28th August, 1713, 
and executed by his father, and which was sustained by the Courts 
of Session, in 1719, and affirmed by the House of Lords, 1720, as* 
before stated : — ^by this means the estates were preserved to the 
family, although the grantor joined in the rebellion (1715). 
. When he came to maturity, he obtained (in the year 1731) a 
Charter of Resignation, under the Great Seal of Scotland, of 
ALL and WHOLE the Lands, Lordship, Barony and Reality 
of Drummond, and Earldom of Perth, therein particularly enttme->' 
rated and described, which Charter of Resignation is dated the 
I2th day of February, — registered the 10th-«--and sealed the 12th. 
days of April, all in the year 1731. 
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On Us father's death, he assumed the title of Duke of Perth.«» 
He was carried abroad, when very young, and received his educa- 
tion, first at the College of Douay, and afterwards at the Scots 
College at Paris, when he made great progress in academic learn- 
ing, and became a skilful mathematician. 

About the time of his majority he returned to Scotland, and 
applied himself to the management of his private affairs, and to 
ihe Improvement and cultivation of his vast estates. 

As might very naturaUy be supposed, he had early imbibed the 
principles of his fisimily, and devoted himself to the service of the 
house of Stuart : — he, and his uncle John, were two of the seven 
persons, who, in 1740, signed the association, engaging themselves 
to take arms, 4uid to venture their lives and fortunes, to restore 
Jthe Stuart family, provided the King of France would send over 
a body of troops. Patronized by France and Rome, a great effort 
was projected for restoring the Stuarts, and, in the year 1745, the 
flame of rebellion completely burst forth, and involved the nation 
in all the horrors of civil war ;— Charles Edward Stuart, son of the 
eld Pretender, and termed, by his adherents. Prince Charles; 
had landed in Scotland, and personally appeared to rouse the zeal 
of his friends, and many flocked to his standard ; — among the fore* 
most of these, in an evil hocur, the Duke of Perth was induced to 
join, with all the forces he could raise, and, by his influence and 
power, was of essential consequence and service to Charles ; — ^he 
was his first lieutenant general at the battle of Preston Pans, and 
commanded at the Sieges of Carlisle and Stirling ; — ^he commanded 
the left wing of the rebel army at the decisive battle of Cullodeny 
on the I6th Agxil, 17^6, and, on the total rout' of the rebels onr 
that .day, fled, wilih many others, for safety ; — ^here it is that the 
dis^epancy 4>f conflicting accounts commences ; — ^but, as it is ga« 
tiiered iirom the evidence adduced on this occasion, and, as far as 
can be judged, from the most authentic sources, the course the 
Suke of Perth pursued was as follows :-— 

He was wounded in the head and hands, in the battle, and fled, 
on horseback, with great precipitancy, and it is in the evidence of 
William Mackenzie, that he was so seen, on his flight, on the lat-^ 
ter part of that day, at a considerable distance from the field of 
battle ; — it appears to be beyond doubt that he obtained a^helter^ 
0r hiding place, among his friends, somewhere in Scotland, theugh,- 
st tbui distance of time, the spot cannot be ascertained, but dm 
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inditioii to dnteffedk strong, and peraonsliTiiigluiTe been heivd 
to say, that he was concealed in some house or houses, occupied bj 
their grandfathers or ancestors^ till the vigilance of the search after 
the rebels was somewhat abated.*-Among many other traditionary 
accounts relating to the Duke of Perth, about the period of the 
t^bellion (l?'^) and in common circulation in Scotland, particn- 
hirly in the neighbourhood of Drummond Castle, are the follow^ 
ing ; he was universally popular, and generally known over all the 
ocruntry, as he had been in use to ride at the head of his tenantry 
and friends, called, in the common language of the country at that 
time, his body of guards, throiigh Midiaelmas Market, at Crieff^ 
the greatest £sir, at that time, in Scotland, where many thousands 
usually assembled to buy and sell cattle, horses, sheep, &c. &c.^-> 
collected from all parts of the country ; — this circumstance made 
his appearance and person familiar to all, and discovered him after» 
wards very easily, when necessitated to appear in disguise. — On 
.his going north to join the chieftains, at the time of the rebelli<m, 
wbfiU losing sight of his castle, he stopped, and turning ronndk, 
OKokumedf as if conscious of, and anticipating almost, the dangert 
4nd the consequences he was exposing himself to,*-'' Oh !--^my 
bonny Dtrummond Castle, and my bonny Lands !" 

Some time after the battle of Culloden, he returned to Drum^- 
anond Castle, where his mother usually resided, and lived thtre 
very privately, skulking about the woods, and in disguise ;--'he 
was repeatedly seen in a female dress, barefooted and bareheaded ; 
T— once a party cajne to search the castle unexpectedly ; — he i»* 
Stantly got into a wall piess, or closet, or recess oi some sort, 
where a woman shut him in, and, standing before it, remained 
motionless till they left that room, to carry on the search, when 
he got out at a window, and gained the retreats in tiie woods.*— 
Afber he had withdrawn from. Scotland, and settled in the noitb 
of England, he occasionally visited Strathem, in the disiguise of 
an old travelling soldier or beggar, and has been recognised repeat* 
edly, under that disguise, as his person was generally known.^^ 
In these oeoasional visits he called one day at Drummond Castk^ 
when the honsekeeper, at hi» request, shewed him the rooms of 
the mansion ;-*-6he was humming the song of " the Duke of Perth'il 
lament, and, having learned t^ name of the song, he desired her 
to sing it no* more ;*»when he got into his own apartment, he cried 
out, ''this is the Duke's own room," — and, when lifting his arm 
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«9 lay hold of one of the pictures, she observed he was in tears, 
and perceived better dress under his disguise, which convinced faier 
lie was the Duke himself. 

In these visits through the country, he was occasionally disco- 
irered by intelligent and inquisitive persons; — ^it was observed, 
4;hat if his castle was at any time in sight, he generally took a long* 
mg look at it, and shed tears.—- It happened, one day, when he was 
receiving some entertainment in the house of a talkative weaver, 
that the clock struck, upon which the weavar exclaimed,— ''what 
4o you think of a machine of that kind in a poor weaver's house ?" 
to whiefa the- traveller (Drummond) replied, pulling out his gold 
watch,—'' what do you think of that in an old be^ar's pocket ?** 
It was flow, that, for obvious reasons, and to elude discovery, the 
report of his death, on shipboard, c« otherwise, would be |Nropa- 
gated by his friends, and encouraged by himself, and it will be 
seen, by reference to the evidence of Mrs. Jane Hamilton, and 
Mrs. Aaa Atkinson, that some such stratagem was had recourse 
to ; — it seems quite clear, however, that he did escape discovery 
At that time, and found means to get himself conveyed on board 
ahip, and fled to England, and landed at South Shields, in the 
County of Durham, a few miles only distant frcnn Biddiek, where 
he finally took up his residence ;— it would seem he proceeded from 
Shields to Sunderland, and thence to Biddiek, a situation near the 
nwesf Wear, a few miles above Sunderland, and a place peculiarly 
calcsulated to afford shelter and security to a fugitive in his situa- 
tion ; — this will the more fully appear from the following descrip- 
tion of the place, extracted from a work, partly topographical and 
partly historieal^ lately published, under the title of a " History, 
** Directory, and Gazetteer, of the Counties of Northumberland and 
^' Durham, and the Towns and Counties of Newcastle upon Tyne, 
<' ...^c. &c.*-By William Pars<m, and Wil^m Whke, 2 Vols. 
^.' Sm,^-^827, and 182a^--At pi^ 271, Vol. II. is the following 
atieount of Biddidc, in the parish of Houghton-le-Spring. 

" The village of Sooth Biddiek is in a sequestered situation, and 
^ wa» temerly inhabited by banditti, who set all authority at defi- 
" anee^ nay the officers of excise were afraid of surveying the two 
^' pttblie-hsiises^ unless proteieted by some of the most (faring of the 
^' colhen, wio were rewarded for their trouble. There were in 
''the village about ten shops or houses where contraband spirits 
** were puUiely sold without any Mceiice. The press-gang were at 

sue time beat out of the place with the los» of two men, and ne« 
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*' rer more were known to venture into it^ for if ifaey were knowm 
<" to be in the neighbourhood, the ' BIDDIGKERS' used to sound 
a horn, the signal for them to fly to arms ; fires were lighted in 
various places ; the keels is the river were seized, with which 
they formed a bridge of communication with Fatfield, (another 
place on the opposite -side of the river, equallf as lawless as their 
own) and kept watch and ward till the danger was past. In 
*' consequence of which it became a receptacle for such as had vio« 
" lated the laws of their country. 

The concluding passage of this article is so remarkable, and of 
such vast importance to the present jcase, that it cannot be omitted 
here, and is deserving of particular attention ; — it is as follows ; — 
the% editor says. — *' It was here (i. e. at Biddidc) the unfortunate 
'' James Drummond, commonly called Duke of Perth, took sano> 
'^tuary after the rebellion of 1745-6, under the protection of 
^^ Nicholas Lambton, £sq. of South Biddick, where he lived m 
" obscurity and concealment till 17B2> when he died and was buried 
" at Painshaw." 

If there were no other evidence in existence, it is presumed that 
this would, in the eyes of reason and justice, and, it is to be hoped, 
in a Court of Law, be deemed ample and sufficient proof, that the 
James Drummond, commonly called Duke of Perth, who fled 
from the battle of Culloden, and the James Drummond, who came 
and settled at Biddick, were one and the same person, and this at 
once refutes all the stories about his alle^ped death on board .of 
^ip. 

How long he continued at Sunderland cannot exacdy be aseer* 
tained, but most probably his stay there would be very short, as 
he would be anxious to be at Biddick, the place which, for the 
reasons above mentioned, seems to have been selected fw his re- 
treat ; — it is clear he must have been at Biddick for a consider- 
able time previous to the 16th April, 1747> the date of the letter, 
written to him, by his brother. Lord John Drummond, from 
Boulogne, wherein it is said. — " 1 think you had better come to 
^' France, and yon would be out of danger, as I find you are living 
" in obscurity at Houghton-le-Spring,«— I doubt that is a dangerous 
" place yet" — ^c.^— '^ you say it is reported you died on your pas- 
" sage to France — I hope and trust you will still live in obscurity." 
— &c.— &c.— much valuable evidence in fovour of James Drum'- 
mood's identity may be gathered from this letter, which, it may 
be observed, is written, to a day, exactly onie year after the battle 
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of CttUoden ; — the letter says — " I think you had better oome ta 
" France." — &c. — this, clearly, would not have been said, if James 
Drummond had been in France (i. e. after the battle of GuHoden) 
before the writing of this letter ;— it is true a report, and, what 
is more, an opinion, has prevailed, even among some of James 
Drummond's friends, that he did take shipping, in Scotland, and 
proceeded to France, and that he staid there for some time, and 
then returned to England ; — subsequent, and better informatiouy 
however, has shewn this opinion to be erroneous ; — again, the let*- 
ter says, — "I find you are living in obscurity at Houghton-le- 
** Spring," — &c. — (Houghton-le-Spring is the Parish in which 
Biddick is situate) — this shews that a communication to that effect 
must have been made to John Drummond, and, there can scarcely 
be a doubt, made by James Drummond himself, for John's letter 
further goes on to say : — " i/ou say it is reported you died on your 
" passage to France," — &c. — all this demonstrates that James 
Drummond had never been out of Great Britain during that yeaF 
(i. e. froim April, 1746, to April, 17^7) and that a correspondence^ 
by letter, had been kept up between him (in England) and his 
brother John (in France) during that time, and, if James Drum^ 
mond did not go to France, or quit England during that period, 
he did not do so at any time afterwards, for it is clear, that he 
never quitted Biddick (at least to go abroad) afler he first took up 
his residence there. 

It seems that James Drummond, on his first coming to Bid- 
dick, took up his residence with John Armstrong and family, 
persons in a very humble situation, but of reputable character in 
their station ,* — the man was a collier, or, as it is usually termed 
in the country, a '' pitman," that is, one who earns his subsistence 
by hard manual labour in the recesses of a coal mine ; — that the 
local advantages, arising from the residence of Armstrong's family 
being in Biddick, was, in Dntmmond's case, the primary induce* 
ment for the latter taking up his abode with them, need not be 
questioned, but there are good grounds for supposing that 
there was another, and a very strong, motive for selecting Arm- 
strong, arising from his occupation as a pitman, for it is well known> 
that in many cases, offenders of various descriptions have beeu 
secreted by their friends in the abyss of a coal pit, where it was 
next to impossible to trace or dislodge them, and it would have^ 
been no difficult matter for Armstrong and his family, in case of 
sadden danger or alarm, to have put their guest down a coal mine^ 
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a hundred fathoms, perhaps^ or more^ Into the bowels of the eartlr, 
where he might have remained^ impregnable^ for a length of time, 
and until the danger was over, with no greater inconvenience, 
probably, than being sedaded from the light of day, and his pnr-^ 
Buers might almost as well attempt to enter the infernal r^ons, 
or deliberately walk into the crater of Mount ^tna, as offer to 
descend into a coal pit, without the leave, co*operation, and assise 
tance of the owners and managers of the pit, and, had any one 
attempted to gain admission to the place by force, the invader's 
own life would, very probably, have been sacrificed to his temerity, 
especially in that lawless district, and in those troublesome and 
disorderly times. 

It appears that James Drummond, some time after his arrival 
at Biddick, commenced the business of a shoemaker, or rather a 
seller of shoes, for he employed real shoemakers to furnish shoes, 
which he sold ; — ^it is quite clear that his object in doing this was 
to lull suspicion, and to give him the appearance, in the eyes of 
the world, of a poor mechanic, rather than for profit ;**^this bnsi- 
ness, however, he soon declined, for the best possible reason, that 
his poor finances could not stand it, and he had nothing but loss 

by it. 
We now approach an important epoch in his history ,--.-his mar- 

,]gge ; all accounts and traditions agree in extoDii^ the kindness 

and hospitality, as far as their means extended, shewn by John 
Armstrong, and Elizabeth, his wife, and their family, towards 
James Drummond, their forkrn and unfortunate j5uest, and the 
generous protection and shditer they afforded him, and the wana 
interest they took in his concerns ; — this naturally engendered 
great intimacy among the parties, and a cordial feeling of friend- 
ship, which, not long after, sjMrung up into an attachment of a 
still stronger nature between two of them ; — among the family of 
John Armstrong was a daughter, named £Daabeth, who is repre- 
sented to have been a pafson of exquisite beauty, and amiable 
disposition and manners ;— of he», it appears, James Drummond 
became greatly enamoured, and, the affection being reciprocal^ 
they were married at the Parish Ghurdi of Houghton-le-Spring, 
in the County of Durham, on the 6th November, 1749, she being 
then only about 16 or 1 7 years of age. 

They continued to reside under Armstrong's roof, it is believed^ 
for some time after their marriage, but subsequently, and whea 
they came to have a fanily, they removed to what was called the 
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," Boati'bouse ;"*-r-f]^9 Way a house^ with the privil^e aqd use 9oA 
profit of a ferryboat attached to it^ all which was a boon, gen^- 
loosly and kindly granted to James Drummond and his family, 
by Nicholas Lambton, of Biddick, Esq. a gentleman of large fot- 
tune and possessions, who resided at Biddick Hall ; — ^he, it appeals 
hy the evidence of Mrs. Ann Atkinson and Mrs. Elisabeth Peters, 
was well aware of the name, the origin, and the history of James 
Drummond, and, greatly commiserating his misfinrtunes and des- 
titute situation, became it may be said, his protector and his 
support. 

The same beiievolent feeling towards the Drummond family 
was equally entertained by Miss Mary Lambton, as by Mr. Lamb^ 
ton, as well during the lifetime of the latter, as afterwards, when 
she became sole heiress to the Biddick property, and, well knowing 
the history and origin of James Drummond, and his unfortunate 
situation, she generously assisted in alleviating the distresses of 
him and bis family. 

In ' addition to the occupancy and profits arising from the ferry- 
boat, he was enabled, by the assistance of friends, to commence a 
L'ttle country, or Hucksters shop on the premises, of which hia 
wife had the chief management, and thus found means, though 
in a very humble way, to support the family, which, in the course 
of about a dozen years, consisted of six or seven children, who, as 
soon as their respective ages would allow of it, were put to dif- 
ferent vocations, and his eldest son (James) was, at an early age, 
set to work in a coal mine ; — it may seem strange to those unac- 
quainted with the local habits and maniiers of pitman and their 
families in the north of England, that James Drummond, recol- 
lecting his own origin and rank in life, should, nevertheless, con- 
sign his eldest son to the dangerous occupation of a collier, but 
there were powerful reasons for this ; — ^it is w^ll known to be the 
custom, invariable almost, among pitmen, to make all their sons pit* 
men, and who again follow the same course with their progeny ;— « 
it is a profitable, though a dangerous occupation, and boys, at a 
rery early age, are enabled to take a part in it, suited to their 
years ;r-F>thus it is very common for the father to be earning great 
wages by his own labour, and have, perhaps, three or four boyf 
receiving additional pay for the work they respectively perform, 
making an aggregate that fiirnishes ample means for the support 
of the ikmily ; — ^it is true James Drummond himself was not of 
tbis .dei^iption ^f persons, but the conneadon he had formed 

D 
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brought bim within the influence of itj for his fiither-in-Iaw was m 
•pitmanj and so were his family, and this very probably, would go 
£ir to fix the destiny of the boy ;-*-another motive for selecting 
this occupation for the youth, might be for the better concealii^ 
the real state of the fiathers' history, and giving him the appear- 
ance, in the eyes of the world, as one of the rank and level of poor 
•pitmen only ; — but, however circumstances might impel him to 
■yield to this necessity, and degradation almost, his real wishes for 
his son were very different, for it appears, from the account of the 
family, that he was desirous to have him educated for the priest- 
hood, but the means were quite out of his reach ,- — ^it is, however, 
only justice to his memory to say, that he paid great attention to 
the education of his children, as far as his own personal instruct 
tions could go, and his quali6cation» for that task were eminent, 
but his poverty was a oomplete bar to their receiving any thing dl 
public or genera:l instruction. 

It will be asked, perhaps, why is this diffuse detail given, merely 
to shewa reason for James Drummond rearing his son as a pit- 
man, — to which it may be answered, that it is meant to repel a 
theoretical argument that has sometimes been advanced, milita- 
ting against James* Drum mond's identity and origin, on theground,^ 
that if James Drummond had' really been the person he wasrepre- 
sented'to be, it was out of the course of nature, almost inconsistent 
with< common sense and reason, and highly improbable, that he 
could ever sink so low, as to be induced to deal with his child in 
the way that he did, and .inferring therefrom, that he must have 
been an impostor. It is hoped thi& argument has been satisfactorily 
answered. 

His second son, William Drummcmd, after having received' all 
the instruction his father could afford, was put apprentice to sea^ 
and, in due time became mate, and afterwards master, of a ship, 
ef which he was also, latterly, part owner ; — he is represented to 
have been an intelligent, active, and worthy man, but his disas- 
trous and premature death deprived the family of many advan* 
targes they might probably have obtained, had his life been longer 
spared, but hi» ship was unfortunately run down, at sea, on her 
passage to London, by another vessel, and the master and the 
whole of the crew were lost with the 6hip> and, what adds to the 
horror of this catastrophe, is the inhumanity, or rather the barba- 
rity, shewn by the crew of the other vessel, who not only did not 
ftfford any succour to their sinking fellow cceaUir8»> but^ on tiiit 
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<€0!itrar7> absolutely accelerated tbeir destruction^ l}j beating off 
their hands ivith handspikes^ while they were clambering and ding- 
ing to the sides of the surviving vessel^ and imploring assistance to 
save their lives ; — it is lamentable to think that such an atrocity 
i^ould have been committed under no better motive than an en- 
deavour to screen themselves irom punishment^ and from the con-' 
{Sequences that -would> most probably have ensued to them^ for^ 
hBmitig, by their own culpable carelessness and neglect, ^used the 
destruction of the other ship. Th^se circumstances were not dis- 
covered till some time afterwards, when they were made known 
by a. boy, who was one of the crew of the ship that did the mis- 
chief ;—8tepi8 were taken to bring the perpetrators to justice, but, 
from lapse of time> und want of sufficient evidence, the attempt 
was unsuccessful. 

l^e loss of William Drummond's life, great as the misfortune 
WBiB, of itself, was not the only evil consequence resulting from 
this lamentable event, for it is feared he had with him, at the time,' 
a number of family pkpers, and documents relating to the family. 
Which had been gathered together, -for the purpose of making 
liiiefarcli, and instituting fin enquiry, as to how ^Etr the heirs of James 
Drummond (Duke of Perth) were intitled to the Perth Estates, 
f Which had, a' s^ort time previou^y, been obtained (by what 
dieans will be discussed in ftno^er^plaee,) by the person afterwards 
created ■■ Baron Pi^rth) and all these papers and doctiinents were 
Idst 'with him. It will' be^seeh, by the evidence of Mrs. Peters, 
thlftt "Williti^ Dntomond had b^n in Scotland bcffore^ and had 
lkd.an intervicfw ii^ith Baron Perth on tie subject, and was actively 
^gaged in prosecuting' inquiry, 'when his^fferts-were-all rendered 
«Wrtive by his tmtiuiely *defttlfr \. 

'I'Hid (James Di'uihmond's) eldest? 'daiighi;er (Who 'Was his eldest 
dkAA '&lso) An&'J^um€bond; afterwlrd^ Ann Atkinson, was born 
fl^'lftydick,' afidndhriMened at tBe 'pai46h church df Houghton^le- 

S)^ng, 4iitlie iO«h June 17^' ^ 

^^ l^is [is'the .Mr6.*'AiAi Atkihsoifkv wIm^ unportani and drcnm* 
atantial evidence is hereunto annexed, and which has been of sigw 
iltti service iif eltieidttl^g the liistdiyof the life and'ftctions df her 
fMUer, . James DrUtiiitfoAd,- and^<his^ loftily ,*-Hihe is still living^' 
iuidithoCigh noW- ffir adfaneed m>flke -seventjf^nlnth year of her age,' 
ifl^lti^gOK^ gidi^ftl healtii, and in JRiillpos^^on of her faculties ,--^ 
a66>jiB rather '^fy biit her reco^eei^n and memory; though cei^^^ 
tl^ynot se aeUte and quick as tlxdy may have been in her younger 
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days^ are nevertheless souiid and good ;-s-8he i^^peacrs te be a fev^n 
son of good natural judgment and discnmination, and> thoii^ iiea^ 
early days must have been passed among persons in the lower ranktf 
of society^ yet her manners and deportment shew that she mu^l 
had intercourse with some of higher order, and the benefit she hm 
derived from this, it cannot well be doubted, is to be traoed to th€k 
example ^e had in the superior manners and demeanour of her 
father; — the perusal of her testimony, on the present occasioni 
will manifest the fund of information she is possessed ofi and wbe:^ 
it is recollected that she is able to relate, from her own knowledge^ 
the occurrences and transactions of times, more than seventy yeartf 
back, it is difficult to appreciate the value of her testimony. 

He (James Drummond) had a younger daughter^ Eli^betb 
Drummond, afterwards Elizabeth Peters, who was born at £&d-* 
dick, and christened at Painshaw Chapel the 10th J\ine> 17^« 

This is the Mrs. Elizabeth Peters, whose evidence, of the samie 
description with Mrs. Atkinson's, is likewise ^reunto annexed— f-^ 
Mrs. Peters also is still living, and the same remarks that havft 
been made with regard to Mrs. Atkinson^ are equally applioablie 
to Mrs. Peters, who, it will be observed is now in the sixty-fifkk 
year of her age. 

James Drummond had other children, bat as their history ooq-* 
tains i^othing immediately relative to, or bearing upon, the present 
ciase, it is nqt thought necessary t<^ nptlce them ,more particularly. 

Having now, traced the history of James Drummpnd, Duke ipcf 
Perth^ fron^.jlhe time of his b^tl^,^ down to that of his final au^ 
settled residepce .at Biddick^ and sh€<wn, satisfactorily, it is hope^i 
the course he^purscked, and the particulars of his, life and transae? 
tions, at every progressive stage and. interval of tibat {period, littih) 
aeems neaeas^rj to be adde^|,.ui)less it be a recital of some oecnr- 
renoes that- topk plt^^ during ,his r^idence tlierej and whlek^ 
though unfortunate and.dist^Ressfulat the tim^i have.|ievertlid^a9« 
in their consequences, been of service to th6 c]au$e> in 'fiarnishinK 
Oiucb and valuable evi4enoeri;a \m favour, ras to the great ^ptAfit of 

bi^ idenliityv' ..;■ , . ,; ,: ,- 

■i Th^ fffeskt.ffui disastrous flo^. that t^k filacer in thcimer Wcy^b 
onth0l7tli^ November^a)r771>'-^d fwhi^ ipf^tdtfled a large pfft^ 
tk)n of 1A^ i^)e^ceat j^ppuite}^ .^^(yerfiowed i^d 9grriedaiiray> 10 kd 
ravages, tba dwielling house of Jnmfidif and his. fiuniiy (the boiit'^ 
hquse before ^l^dBcribed) and, put their lives toi iftim&nait hacar4> 
and the ferryboat which had her;0tofiire been instnunentftl in ^x-* 
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sUing tbeir'sabskUsfie^. was now^ ' fo^txmAUlj, ike means oS 
saving tbeir lives^ for tbe family were carried out of the lionse ii^ 
the ferryboat, which was- of great service on the oocasionj in sav« 
ing the lives of many other persons.-*— The house was a ruia^ and 
scarcely an article of furniture or property was saved j-^amoag 
their ^raiture \ras a bux or chesty in which was usually kept a 
tanned leather pouch, or. bag, or paper case, with three pockets, 
^herein were contained his (James Drammond's) memorandaaa 
boi^' various family ps^rs* letters, doeumeatSj writings, &&-«n 
&c.-*-among which was a '^ Ducal Patent of Nobility," as it was 
teroied, when spoken of by him to the family, — and also a £avour*- 
ite diamond ring, &c* — ^ which things had belonged to the Drumi* 
fnond. family : — in the confusion erf the moment thsae things were 
scattered about, and almost all lost, to the deep ]?egret of James 
Dr^mmond, who sai4 they woiUd have been of most essential ser* 
vice and importance, <if ever, the estates and honours shoold be re« 
stored to the. &mily ;-^he pM'ticolarly regretted the loss «f tb^ 
Paoed Patent of ^oi^ity, and so great was his anxiety after it» 
tiiat he ff equentdyi after the ifoed h^d subeided, wandered along 
0ie shares oif the tiver, ; u^ fe% if ohaaee in^ht throw any of dieai 
things HP agein, and made all possible inquiries aJ^ them, but 
never, 0oald learn any thijaigr-rThere seems every reason to believe 
that the docuK^ent abtfvemeiitipned,.vras: the original ^Iloyal Patent 
l^a^ted bf Kiag;Jamei9.IL at Htrr Gennaiasj in Fn^ficei to James 
Drummond, Fourth £i|rl.of 'Pcsrthjflind his Jbeirsf aia}e^ frealdng 
U^ " DU!KJ& op PSrRTW: . as i|as be€» befc^ rjBili^Xed. 

These eifciumatanees ^e #11 minutelcy Tehi(te4> aad distinctl|[ 
jfovedi HI thacjndence of Mf^» SJ^^^befh P^teri^ and Mrs* Anif 
Atkinson, bereuatoanaeKed, aj|^;aitb^ug]|;the losil of thfse do^ 
cnments is much to be deplored, yet t)ieir abs<^ncp ftii;ni8^ijef^ as it 
wevOi >a;kiad of.aeiga^fi^ pireo^ fs^vei^^le to the> preseift caseraud 
c^fifaa, as it fairly. (kCOouBiit^. for the paucity of docmn^tary or writv 
%m evidiinoe that the daiqi^aat is able to piwlttce on-tlii^ present 
eecasioq^ ' aad this p|Micit;y is still /urthec accounted for, b^ recol- 
leeting,. thai; ev/en wl^at w^ save^^.Tii^' the, flood JjQ;^77^» ^^ 
Irfterwards ^$, njh^athe &tfd a<jaMtei»t hf^pp^i^ed,ti9rC^;9^t^ Wilr 
JwDfHBipnond^rf^l^Cb as bar,l|^VMfJJ^J8tf^^,^8lJJ^ 
Im^ 'W with Iwil.M iti^ ti^fft rfft.Ji]tift,|WfWRafl^<MTOent9 
tM^.l9ideso^ped:1^:T(aB?ck'of lifj7^^^ ,,. -tr-on -pov h.sw *....•: '>.., 
,' :Jt ^ppoam **oniL 1^1(6 .evid9n9e>!(»^jVf^iioua^^^^^ l^eaident in 
fikigbod.aad jSood^i^^) that ifipi§9 Jl^uinnoad i»8|4x^uce4 i^tra 
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period fX time msny yean (it would seem not modi less tban tUi^ 
tj) nfter the rebelUon (1745) to take a journej to Scotland, to 
the fBelancholj purpose of taking a yiew of his long lost lands and 
ills ancient domain, and the better to accomplish this, without ex- 
posing himself to disootery or apprehension, {for it seems, he was, 
to his dying day, fearfol of bemg apprehended, long as the inter- 
val had been «nce his crime was committed) it was judged expe- 
^Bent that he should travel in some disguise, and, for that purpose, an 
dd red coat, or s<ddier's coat, was procured by his wif^, in New- 
castle, and, thus attired, he set out on his journey, in the di^uise, 
as the witnesses (his daughters, ^e.) express it, ''of an old beg- 
gar-min ;"-^they saw him set out thus, and, afteir due time, th^ 
saw him return to Biddick, in the same driess, when he assembled 
his family around him, and in bitterness of heart, lamented his 
fbrlom and destitute situation, repeating to them that he was the 
Duke of Perth, and that they were his children and heirs, and, 
though he feared that he would not get his lands again, yet, at 
some future periods perhaps, his children might, «nd gave them 
much good counsel' as to their fhture conduct and deportment in 
Hfe J'— he related mieiny imecdeces of what had occurred to lum 
when in Scotland, aitadtig the rest,: that he had staid for some time 
trith one "Mx^: 'Grsem^, a gendethan in whom he could confide, wb» 
omde him pttt'off bis'dld r^'coat> and tent him another, which he 
put on, on'inrhich tt lady;'#ho'wiKB preUnt, and who knew him 
wdl, exclidm«d,'^''Th^'d«lfelobln'likehimsdfnow.'' 

These things ar^fn proofs "doti: only from the^^Vldence of Jbis 
dftbgiiters,']8tc. ik'lSii^aA^, 'vrho 8a# hkb set out; and* return,- as 
MSnre stated, Mtf^klto 'fHMtf^thb evidence of s^^ral persons' i^ 
Seodand, who 'l(aVe the 'ti^iticliiai^ testimoBy fi^m their unccb^ 
tors, and pV^8^y"to'the same effect/ ' "' . t •> 

' The instalJNMtf of demon^tioni it may almost WsaSd, thatttay 
be g^thfe^M^iMttt iipettisal off th«f subjoiiiiNt^eVfidencej in r«gaf4^ 
James IDrmnhibi&d^' identify, are lio nunit^hMi^/ ^as W render it, <^ 
ft^'^l^t'ibeastii'ei superflu<itas toparlficuiaifi^fe theni^bere) but a few 
feday be not%b^i'% drd^r'^to dntW" attentioti to^them, as more parw 
titttlariypbi^tl^^'ahdJitteriJiittoig.' ^ It appears from th^ evidence <tf 
Mrs: Ai^'AtidJlfMb,'th&t 'tire li«^ liiittibl^n, ftgentlemailL 

^^gi«K'^^#ati»<iiMu«liiW^^^'Coi&^^ i^idMMs 

residence was very near to Bidjileli;, ^^dafe^^cdlMeflP'' James Driniii. 
ttiond. ^ hfirMiC^^;'ttiid''tei^k«»i)(6ca8ion ^ ^fih him, one^oiay, 
that he CDHiiJMo^a> '''wW^d^R^e^ Drutumimi, aiid that ^ 
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''(Creneral Lambton) would have him beheaded ;"'^ihew threo 
expressions^ — '^ Rebel — Drummond" — and — *' beheaded/' oontam 
a body of evidence that seems irresistible^ as to his identity ;— *iii 
the first place he is called " Drummond," then further distinguish*- 
kA as the '* Rebel Brummondy" and^ lastly^ and most important of 
ftll^ is threatened that he should be '' beheaded;" — this last expre»- 
sion makes it manifest that the General knew his rank to be that 
of a nobleman (as he was commonly held to be) and that if he 
should suffer death, it would be by decapitation, the mode iii ex- 
ecution used for nobility only. Mrs. Ann Atkinson also deposes 
to an expression nearly similar, nrade use of by Nicholas Lambton^ 
of Biddick, Esq. to her father (James Drummond) whom he ac^ 
costed in these words, — '* I know you well enough, — you are one 
of the Drummonds, the Rebels, but I will give you the house and 
garden for all that ;" — the house alluded to is the boat-house be* 
fore mentioned, as having been bestowed on James Drummond, ir 
pity for his destitute situation, when he came to Biddick. 

Much interesting information may be derived from the history 
of the wounds James Drummond (Duke of Perth) received at 
the battle of Culloden (April 16th, 1746). It is related, in the 
evidence of William Mackintosh, from the testimony of his grand- 
father, Alexander Mackintosh, who (with a party of rebel fbrceS) 
that were on the march, with the intention to join the grand army 
that day at Culloden, but were too late) eame up with a consider* 
ivble body of the rebels, among whom was the Duke of Perth, 
and several persons of distinction, were on their flight from Cullo* 
den, where they had been utterly defeated by the King's army 
that morning, and the account Alexander Mackintosh gave, was, 
^ that the Duke of Perth came galloping up on horseback^ all 
** besmeared with his own blood, which flowed from some wounds 
'' he had received in the face and hands, as though from the 
** thrust of a spear^ ot some sueh weapon." — The next place wher» 
we find James Drummohd^s wounds noticed, is in the letter 
before mentioned (dated 16th April, 17^7) from his brother. Lord 
John Drummond; then at Boulogne, to James Drumrmond, at 
Biddick, and which contains (inter alia) this passage, '^ hoping 
^ that you have at last recovered from your mounds,' — &c. — But> 
perhaps, the most important part of the testimony derived from 
this account of his wounds, will be found in the evidence of hid 
daughters^ Mis. Ann Atkinson, and Mrs* Elizabeth Peters, who 
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Ibotb speak in stroDg terms of the bckti and appennm^ of hk 
.person, from the effects of the injories be had received ;^^^ 
#cars were verjr conspicuous ; — ^tbat on his right hand mu&t have 
heen a desperate wound ; — ^it was a cut, on the back of the hand, 
«jLtending from the wrist to the middle finger, which, from th^ 
injury, had been rendered shorter than the next, or fourth ^su 
gier, and Mrs. Atkiifsou deposes, that, on her asking b^r Anther 
what had done that ?" he replied, — " my dear, / tvas nfoundt^ 
at the battle of CuUoden, and there was part of the bone taken 
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" out. 



The instances that might be adduced, from the Evidence and 
Depositions, tending to prove the strength and validity of this 
case, are almost innumerable, but it is presumed what has already 
been shewn, will be found sufficient to convince even the most 
incredulous, and therefore it is deemed unnecessary here to say any 
thing more, tiian merely refer to the Proofs and Bvidence which 
have been obtained, for a full demonstration of the whole case, 
m all its particulars. 

It may be permitted here however to remark the harmony and 
consistency that pervade the case throughout '^ — ^persons from diffi^« 
ent parts of the Kingdom, in England and in Scotland, unknown^ 
generally, to one another, unbiassed, unprejudiced, and unsolicited 
in any way, except to speak the truth, have come forward to 
give thdbr testimony, and furnished a mass of evidence, consistent 
and uniform in substance, and corresponding and agreeing, almost 
to the letter, one with another ; and when the length o£ time thai 
has elapsed, since the events they elucidate took place, together 
with the mystery and obscurity these events were purposely eo- 
ydoped in^ are considered, it is truly wonderful that such an accu- 
mulation of evidence, at this djstance of tune, should have been 
found* 

James Dmmmond, Duke of Perth, continued hisjresidence at 
Biddick till the time of his decease^ which happened in the early 
part of the month of June, 1783j in the 70th year 4^ his age, and 
he was buried at the Chapel of Paindiaw, m the parish of Hougb- 
ton4e*Spring, en the 10th June, 17B2. 

It may be proper, nnd net unimportant, to observe hare, that 
James Drummond died iwo years before the Act, (24. Geo. III. 
Cap. LVII. 1784) &r reitering the forfeited Estates in Seetla^d^ 
waspessed. 
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be Was succeeded by bis eldest Son and Heir^ James Drummond^ 
who was born at Biddick, and baptized at the Parisb Cbiircb of 
Houghton-k-Spring, on the 9th August^ 1752. 

Having brought the history or memoir of the life of James Drum- 
knond to a close^ as it appears to be borne out by the evidence 
adduced on the present occasion^ it becomes necessary^ according to 
the proposition before laid down^ to exhibit the picture in another 
point of view, and shew what were the particulars and circum- 
stances of his life, as they have been represented^ in history, or by 
report, tradition, or otherwise. 

It may be premised, that the circumstance of the reported death 
of James Drummond, shortly after the battle of Culloden, does 
Hot appear to have been noticed, at least as far as has been ascer- 
tained, by the historians of the time, and seems not to have found 
its way into print, until many years afterwards, when, there would 
«feem reason to believe, such report was promulgated, by interested 
persons, to serve a particular purpose. 

The only authors, in whose works the circumstance is men- 
tioned, are the two before-named, viz. '* Douglas's Peerage of 
" Scotland," and " Dr. Malcolm's Genealogical Memoir of the 
'' House of Drummond," — both of them works of comparatively 
modem origin. 

First, — Douglas says, — ^* After the battle of Culloden, he (Jame« 
'^ Drummond^ escaped to the coast of Moidart, where he embarked 
*' for Prance, but his constitution being quite exhausted by fatigue, 
*' he died on the passage, 11th May, 1746, just as he had completed 
*' his 33d year." 

Secondly, — Dr. Malcolm says, — '*^ After the battle of Culloden, 
*'he embarked for France, but, by this time, his constitution 
^* being quite exhausted by the fatigues he had undergone, he died 
*' on the passage upon the 13th of May, 1746. His body was kept 
*' for some days, in expectation of making the land, but the winds 
*' continuing contrary, it was at last obliged to be buried in the sea.'* 

Before' proceeding to comment severally on these two accounts; 
it must strike the reader that they disagree in the date of his death, 
Douglas making it on the 11th, and Malcolm on the 13th May, 
1746; — the discordance is not much, certainly, but when such 
great authorities differ (and there is no\other, as far as is known, 
to correct them by) it does engender somewhat of a suspicion, that 
^he acooant itself is net altogether to be relied on. ' 

E 
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Dooglaft's aoeount «f the death, is « mere, naked assertien ef ar 
fiiet> unsupported by any eridence, proofs or authority whatever i 
— Hm what grounds, or on what authority^ the assertion was Biade« 
cannot be gathered from the book, but, standing as it does, it is 
sufficient to say of it^ that is not> as a matter of history, fairly 
intitled to credit. 

Dr. Malcohn, howerer, haying gone much further in his aocooni 
than Douglas, enables us to draw stronger conclusions, as to the 
founts of the case, than are to be found in the latter ; — Douglas has 
only killed his patient, but Dr. Malcolm has also buried him, and^ 
by so doing, has laid the account open to much stronger snsj»cioa 
as te its accuracy ; — the Dr. says, " his body was kept for some 
days, til expectal't/9n of making the land, but the winds conti- 
nuing contrary, it was at last obliged te be buried in the 
sea." The slightest attention to this most improbable account 
will shew the futility of it ;'^it will be reooUected that these per- 
sons, so represented as on shipboard, were all rebels, and many of 
them of rank too, totally discomfited, flying to save their lives* 
and surrounded with almost insuperable difficulties, one of the 
greatest of which was the difficulty, next to an impessilnbty, fyr 
them to get en board ship at all, the land being covered with sol-* 
diers, and the whole coast begirt with the King's ships, for the ex« 
press purpose of watching for, and apprehending the rebels^ and 
preventing their escape, which, under these circumstances, was 
rendered almost impossible, and yet we are gravely teld, by Dr» 
Malcolm, that a number of these fugitives, having, scmiehow or 
other, surmounted all these difficulties, and got themselves put on 
shipboard, and in a way to escape to a place of. safi&ty, yet were 
ready and willing, nay anxious, it would appear, to abandon the 
place of comparative security they had gained, and re^land on the 
shores they had just* so miraculously almeat, quitted, and firom po 
other motive than that (however laudable and proper a ene it 
might be, in a moral and abstract sense) of depositing the dead 
body of their departed fneud and associate, in the earth, instisad e# 
the ocean. Again»-^it appears, from the same authority, that, 
daring those some days, when they so hovered on the coast, the 
winds continued contrary for their making tlie land ;-^now, with^ 
out pretending to much skill in seamanship, it may be assamed, 
that the wind, which wsb contrary for their making the laa4, most 
be fair for their escape Jrom that land, and^. yet, it w»«ld seem^ 
£rom Dr. Malcolm's accoaat, that they waitcd^ome dayalsr a wind^ 
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Wfcioli if it bad oome oh^ mast inevitably have blown tbem to 
4estraetioa, for it is quite obvious^ that^ to re-land in Scotland, 
was to throw themselves into the very jaws of jastioe, and subject 
their own nedcs cither to the axe or to the halter. 

It is to be observed also^ that the account given l^ Jh. Mal« 
coliB^ is as destitute of support, from evidence, proof, or authority 
(unless, indeed, the Doctw's own authority be excepted) as Doug- 
las's, aad, therefore> on that ground also, no more intitled to. 
credit. 

Upon the whole, this story is made up of a mass of improbabili* 
ties, sufficient to demonstrate the futility of it, and is an anomaly 
too monstrous to be sustained for a moment. 

It happens, fortunately for the present case, that there is ano- 
€ke99 aad a farmer opportunity, by which Dr. Malcolm, in the 
aeeouat given in his book of James Dmmmoad's death having taken 
plaee in 17^> may be confuted, out of his own mouth, and, fbr-> 
tunat^y again, the hand that administered the poison, has fur- 
aisfaed the antidote.— •Dr.. Malcolm happens to be one of the 
evidences brought forward in the present case, and it will be ne- 
cessary > to quote here a part of his depodtion^ and it is very 
niportaat. 

'' The Rev. David Malcolm, LL. D. maketh Oath and saith, 
'* that he is a native of the County of Perth,-*-&c.— »and is weM 
aeqwuBted with local aooounts of neighbouring fiuniMes, &c.— < 
that a great part of the estates of Perth, and the castle of Dmm- 
uond, which is the chief seat of the noble family of DramaMHid, 
are situated in Strathern, and therefore he (Dr. Malcolm) out of 
** WBfoet to this ancient family, as well as from a natural taste to 
^ genealogy and biography, has idweys enquired into the partieu- 
** lais of this distinguished family,— ^c — and that he, in the year 
'^ 18QB, publidied a work intituled, ' A Genealogical Memoir of 
^ the noble and andeni House of Drummond, and of the several 
^•' braaehes that have sprung from it,'-— ^.-^ &c.— «nd that he pub- 
*^ lished the said work from various manuscripts, particularly from 
'< a manuscript left by the Viscount of Strathallaa, in 1681, which 
'< was Uad befixw him (Dr. Malcolm) by the late Lady Clementiua, 
^* Baraness of Perth, and the said Lady Perth having requested 
^ bim to bring the fiimily memoir down to the thai present tim^ 
^* Iw 4nI so, and iUed in the aoeornvt of the late James Drummond, 
*' eomuumlf called the Duke of Perth, who was the son of James, 
''the Master of Drammond, suad the grandson of James, fourth 
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'\ Earl of Perth, from such materials as wer6 given him, which, as 
" far as related to the death of the said James Drammond, said to 
" have taken place at sea, on the 13th May, 1746, from the wounds 
" he received at the battle of Culloden, was not in accordance with 
the general reports in this district of Perth. — That he (Dr. Mid- 
colm) has occasionally heard that the said James Drummond, 
commonly called the Duke of Perth, survived that period, and 
''that he some years afterwards visited his forfeited Castle of 
'' Drummond, and estates in Strathern, disguised as an old be^ar 
man, dressed up in a white or light coloured wig, &c. — &c.— 
And he (Dr. Malcolm) further saith, that he distinctly recollects 
''being told by Mrs. Sommers, the daughter-inrlaw of Patrick 
'/ Drummond, £sq. of Drummondernoch, the particular friend and 
'' companion of the said James Drummond, that the said Duke of 
Perth (as he was generally called in the Highlands) was seen 
skulking at Drummond Castle, after the battle of Cidloden, and 
" remained there in the neighbourhood, in concealment, a consider- 
"able time, and common report says, that he, the said James 
'.' Drummond, afterwards came to Scotland, in the disguise of an 
" old be^ar man, in order to view his forfeited lands, and see his 
" tenantry, and that many of his trusty tenants saw him at the 
time, — but, from prudent motives, he (Dr. Malcolm) made not 
the slightest reference to these reports in his said work ;. first, 
because no peerage author had taken notice of it ; and, secondly, 
because the matter itself was only interesting to a few, and, if 
mentioned by him, might have given rise to illiberal criti- 
^'cisms," &c. 

He (Dr. Malcolm) further says, — " That this feet is notorious 
ff in the district of Strathern, but he is of opinion that such of the 
" tenants who saw the said James Drummond at his last visit to 
" Strathern, disguised as aforesaid, must now be dead, and it may 
^' therefore be difficult to get persons to swear that they heard their 
father and mother, or other relatives, say so, for fear of offend- 
ing Lord and Lady Gwydyr, who are now in possession of the 
estates of Perth, and by their kindness to the tenants are very 
" popular with them." And he (Dr. Malcolm) further saith, &c. 
r-" that though he stated in his publication the supposed death of 
',' the said James Drummond at sea, on the 13th May, 1746, from 
V the materials then laid before him, he shortly after contemplated 
to republish the work, with a view to correct all former mis- 
statements, imd glaring geniealogical errors of the noble fiEuadly, 
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^from &ctB wiiicfa had tnmspired, and^ aooordiii^, 1810, he 
*' published propesals for a new and correct editioii, &&— 4niI tiie 
*' book being only interesting to the dan Dnunmond* it was not 
''generally patronized^ and therefore the plan waa dr op ped hj 
« him." 

CkHnmeat on these documents is scarcely necessary ;«— « more 
complete disproof and refutation of all the dark transacdonsy and 
all the gross and glaring falsehoods (for such^ beyond all donbt, 
they are) that have been circulated in Dr. Malcolm's book^ or other- 
wise, cannot well be looked for, or even wished for, than that 
which his own deposition now furnishes, and it is painful to think 
that the reverend gentleman, recollecting the garb he wears, should 
ever have been induced to lend himself to such an imposition. 
The expressions used by himself in his deposition would go far to 
warrant an opinion, that he published an account, which he knew, 
sit the time, to be a falsehood ;->--at all events, and by his own 
shewing, he published, in the most unqualified way, as a fiust, that 
which he had every reason to disbelieve. The course he has 
thought proper to pursue, however, with regard to his book, 
though it must shake his credit as a historian, nevertheless, in 
some measure, now redounds to his honour, as a man, that is, one 
who, conscious that he has fallen (or rather, as in his case it would 
appear, haa been led J into error, now eomes forward to make 
atonement, by openly declaring the truth. 

With i^ard to the Lady Clementina, Bonmess of Perth, who, 
it appears, employed Dr. Malodhn, and furnished him with the 
materials for this romance, it is necessary to observe;, that she was 
the relict of the person who, in 1785, obtained possession €i ihe 
Perth estates, and who (in 17^7) vbs created a British Peer. 

Looking at: the pecoHaf circnmstanoes und^ which possession 
of the estates was obtained, it is not to be wondered at, that the 
Lady Perth should be desirous to throw a veil over transactions, 
which, if exposed to view, mi|^t possibly interfere with the ques* 
tion of right as to the possession of the estates, and, perchance, 
disturb the succession. 

. It is to be hoped, after this exposure, we shall hear no more 
ebout the death of James Drummond^ the Duke of Perth, as hav« 
ing taken place in the month of May, 1746; Unless it be to use the 
information that has been gained, as a weapon, to assist in en- 
abling the true heir of the fbnner proprietor to assert his rights, 
and cause the property, that has been obtained by such means as 
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kive been 8latedl» to change handi, and rewert, agreeaUf to ike 
Aet of ReBtoratioB^ to the heir of the fbmier owner. 

Further and ample testimony^ to prove the identitf of James 
I>rammond, ia oontained in the evidence befiure alluded to> and, 
assuming that point to be conceded, it becomes necessary to shew 
how it would affect the title to, and possession of, the estates and 
honours. 

There seems £dr ground to contend, that the Act 24. Geo. III. 
Gap. 67* Sec. 10. (1784) for restoring the forfeited estates, &e. ia 
erroneous and ill founded, in more ways than have been represent* 
ed in the a&regDing discusBion of that Act, under the head of ob* 
acrvatioas on the drcumstanoea and case of '* John Drmmmomd, 
taking qpon himself the stile or title of Lord John Ommmond," 
by fsAoff Attainder, as the Act expresses (but this is denied) ''the 
^tate of Perth became forfefted," &c. 

Before going into a discussion on thia point, however, it may 
not be improper to draw attention as to \Hiat were the views and 
object of Government, in framing and passing this Act, and a per- 
umI of it will clearly shew, that it was the intention of the Crown 
to grant or vostore the forfeited estates to the heir 9 of the former 
owners or ppofMrietors only, and that they could not legally bo 
granted to any other person, far the act says, (after vemting the 
tatmtr acts under wiiieh the estates of certain traitors were for* 
feited, and annexed to the Crown, &c) '' Whoroas, by the expo* 
'^ rience of many yeara since that time, it has been found, that no 
''■uliijeots in any part of hia Majeaty'a Dmniniens are more byal 
** or dutifiil, or better affected to his Majesty's Peiscn and Gbrens- 
^'ment, than the Inhabitanta of the Highlands of Sestknd 
" now are, many of whom, of all ranks and descriptions, have 
^'perfomed signal Services to their Goantry, in the late Wars 
^ between Great Britain and its Enemies, and mere particularly 
" the Heirs and Families of all or most of the said attainted Per« 
'^ sons have been employed in the Service of their lawful Sovene^, 
''and testified their I^oyaky and Zeal upoii all occasions, and 
'' therefore it is fit that they now receive some Mark of his Ma* 
^' jtaty'a Royal Mercy and Ckmency ^^And whereas it is expedient 
^^ that the said Estates be now disannexed, and restored to the 
^' Heirs and FamiBea ot the former O wner s, upon the Payment of 
^< certain Soma on account of the Debts due by the forfieiting Fer« 
'^ SOBS, which weve disdiargcd by the Public, and under die edier 
^ coaditioBa ]ierein<ra£ier mentioned,"«^&c. &c.*«-The Act then 



THOMAS DRUMMOND. » 

gm!B on to enftet> *' that it bball and may be lairAil td bis Majesty^ 
<^ dcc-'-^o give, gr8Ht> and dispotHb" &e—- acoordifigly. 

It ift to be remarked tfaat^ in ervery caae ef reetdration of edtate^ 
recited in tfais aet (except in the cate of tlie Estate of Perth) the 
apecafic name of the peraon^ to whom the f^storotioft il to be made, 
ia mentioiied^ whereas, in the section or daUse (X.) relating to 
the Estate of Ferth, the act shews nothing bnt donbt and uncer- 
tainty ;-^it sets, ont with giving an erroneous accotint (as, it is 
hoped, hat been before made appear) as to whose attainder the 
estete became fbrfSfeited by, and then goes on to say, that it is not 
j€t ascertained who is the neatest coliatefal heir male of the pef- 
son named in the act. 

Now it is contended, that the act is erroneous in a twofold way, 
and therefore, virtoaMy bad, void, or ineffective, ab origine, (that 
is to say, as far as it relates to the Perth Estates)— ^Fintt,-^beeause 
it ascribes the forfeiture of the estates to the attaindi^r of a wrong 
pcT8on,**-*aad,'^secondiy, — becatlse, even supposing, for a moment> 
that he were the right person,«-^the individual to whom the estates 
were granted, was not his legal heir. The clear inference to be 
drawn frsm this isy that the Estate of Perth ought to be considered 
as still vested jn the crown, and remains to be granted or restored, 
do novc^ to the legal male heirs of the House of Drummond, in 
such way, and by such a new act, as Parliament, }n its wisdom^ 
may deem proper. 

The Act (of Attainder) 19 Geo. II. (174©) redtes,— that,— . 
^' James Drommond, taking upon himself the Title of Duke of 
'^ Perth ;— ^ohn Dnimmond, taking upon himself the Stile eit Ti- 
'' tie of Lord John Drummdnd;, Brother to Jam^s Ihummond^ 
''taking on lumself the Title of Duke^ of Pertb,''-^(and diveni 
'' other persons, named) *' en or beforier the 18th Day of April, in 
'' the Year 174b6, did, in a traitoroes and hostile Manner, take up 
f' Arms, and levy War against his Most Gracious Majesty, within 
" this Reashn, contrary to the Duty oi thdr AUegiance, and are fled 
to avoid their being apprehended and prosecuted accotding to Law 
for their said Offences. Be it therefore enacted, by the King'ft 
most excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, that 
'^ if the said James Drummond, taking upon himself the Title of 
'* Duke of Perth, — John Drnmmcmd, taking npon hhnself tite St9e 
''or Title of Lovd John Drnmmond, Brother to Jaanes Dmin^ 
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'' mond, toldng on himself the Title of Dnke of Perth/'^(aad the 
other penoiM named)—'' shall not render themaelves to one of hisr 
Majeatj's Justices of the Peace on or before the 13th Day of 
Joly^ in the Year 1746, and snhmit to Jostioe for the Tieasona 
'' aforesaid, then every one of them the said — James Drommondf 
** &C. &C." —(as befnre, naming all the persons) ''not rendering 
'' hixnscdf as aforesaid, and not submitting to Justice as aforesaid 
'' shall, from and after the said 18th Day of April, in the Year 
" 174(5, stand and be adjudged attainted of the said High Treason, 
" to all Intents and Purposes whatsoever, and shaU snfler and for- 
" feit as a Person attainted of High Treason by the Laws of the 
" Land ought to suffer and forfeit ;" — &c. — &c. 

The plain and obvious conclusion to be come to, and a most im- 
portant one it is, in the present case, is, — ^that, the Estaie of Perth 
became forfeited by the Attainder of JAMES DRUMMOND, 
taking upon himself the Title of Duke of Perth, — because — ^he was, 
under the said Act (19 Geo. II. 1746) charged with High Trea* 
and did not " render himself to a Justice of the Peace, or submit 
" to Justice/' on or before the 12th day of July, 1746, although 
then living, and for many years afterwards, and therefore, clearly 
" stood and was adjudged atta^ted," according to the terms of the 
said Act. The natural consequence of all this is, that, at what** 
ever period of time a restoration of the Estateb might be made, or 
take place, it could not legally be granted otherwise than as the 
£states having become forfeited by the Attainder of Jamee Drum" 
mondy taking upon himself the Title of Duke of Perth. 

There is still another way in which the Act (24, G^ III. Cap. 
JiVII. Sec. 10. 17B4) for restoring the forfeited Estates, &c. may 
be construed, favourable to James Drummond, as heir, even un- 
der the erroneous way in which the Act stands, as asserting the 
forfeiture of the estates to have arisen from the attainder of John 
Drummond, and admitting also, that the assertion, being contain- 
ed in an Act of Parliament, must be deemed absolute and conclu- 
sive, and superior to, and prohibiting contradiction, and which 
ought not to be, or cannot be disturbed or disputed, but must be 
taken for granted as the fact, and in the way it is expressed, yet, 
nevertheless, it may be contended, even under this construction, 
that James Drummond was the legal heir of John Drummond, be- 
cause, John Drummond having died without leaving Issue Lawful 
of his body, his elder (and only) Brother, James Drummond, 
being stiU living, was, indisputably, and by all the laws of the 
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Imd, Jolia's beir. Therefore» let this act be construed in all tbe 
ways that ingenuity or sophistry can devise, it seems impossible to 
come to any other conclusion than this^ that James Drummond 
was the legal heir to the estates^ in whatever situation they might 
be placed, and, if he was the heir, his heirs and successors must 
stand in precisely the same situation at this moment. 

If these axioms be true (and that they are true, it is hoped the 
arguments and evidence adduced on the present occasion, prove^ 
beyond the possibility almost of a contradiction) then have the pre- 
sent .possessors of the estates obtained them wrongfully, and Jus- 
tice now calls upon them to surrender them into the hands of those 
who are legally intitled to them. 

It may further be remarked, that a careful perusal of the Act of 
Attainder (19, Geo. II. 1746) with a strict attention to dates, will 
it is presumed, afford another, and a strong argument, in favour 
of the hypothesis, as it may be termed, that James Drummond^ 
(called Duke of Perth) did not die, at sea or otherwise, on the 1 1th 
or 13th of May (for it has been represented both ways) 1746, as 
WBS reported; — the act was passed on the 4th June, 1746; — it 
charges, as has been before recited, that certain persons, (James 
Drummond among the rest) had been engaged in rebellion, on or 
before the 18th April, 1746, &c — and had fled to avoid their be- 
ing apprehended, and enacts that if they did not surrender them- 
selves to Justice, on or before the 12th July, 1746, they should 
stand and be adjudged attainted of. High Treason, &c. &c. The 
battle of Culloden took place on the 16th April, 1746, and James 
Drummond is said to have died about the 11th May following;—* 
now if his death did actually take place at that time, a period of 
some weeks must have ensued between that event and the time of 
passing the act, and, as witnesses were examined, both in the 
House of Lords, and House of Commons, to prove the guilt of the 
persons named i|i the Act. or Bill of Attainder, during its progress 
through Parliament, and before it was passed, the circumstance of 
James Drummond's death, if it .had leally; occurred, must have 
been well known to Government, and it is reasonable to infer^ 
would have caused some alteration in the terms of the Act, for^ 
as it stands now, the name of James Drummond is enrolled in it^ 
in common wiljh.the other persons named. therein,' generally, as 
one among many Hving personages (fpr nothing appears to the con- 
trary.) who had fled to avoid being apprehended, ^c — whereas, if 
his death had iajien place, he would most likedy havp been noticed- 
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In the Act (if, indeed, his name had been included in it at all) 
the late James Drnmmond> er something of that sort, for it is an< 
absurdity, almost to 8uppo8e> that Parliament, with this know-- 
ledge before it, would have gone the length in their proceedings,. 
«f attainting a dead man. 

It having been shewn that James Drummond, commonly called 
Dttke of Perth, who was concerned in the rebellion (17^5, &c.) 
and fled, after the battle of Culloden, to avoid his being appre- 
hended, was living on the 12th day of July, 1746, and was at- 
tainted of High Treason (by Act 19, Geo. II. 1746) from and after 
the 18th day of April, 1746, whereby the Estate of Perth became 
forfeited, and was, by Act 20, Geo. II. (1747) declared to be 
vested in his Majesty, without any office or inquisition thereof 
nereafter to be taken or found, and without any Declarator of for* 
flture to be obtained--*&c. — It may be contended, that the said 
£state of Perth still remains vested in his Majesty, notwithstand- 
ing the supposed grant of it, in 17^5, to the late James Drum- 
ittond, the £ather of Lady Gwydyr (whose husband, the present 
liord Gwydyr, is, in her right, now in possession of the estate in 
question) because the Aet 25, Geo. II. (17^2) intituled — ^'An 
''Act for annexing certain forfeited Estates in Scotland to the 
** Crown unalienably ; and for making Satisfaction to the lawful 
^ Creditors thereupon ; and to estabHah a Method of managing the 
^* same ; and applying the Rents and Profits thereof, for the bet- 
'^ civilizing and improvii^ the Highlands of Scotland, and pre- 
^ venting Disorders there for the future." — ^And the Act 24, Geo. 
III. Cap. LVII. (1784), intituled, ** An Act to enable his Ma- 
^'jesty to grant to the Heirs of the former Proprietors, upon 
'* certain Terms and Conditions, the forfeited Estates in Scotland,^ 
which were put under the Management of a Board of Trustees, 
by an Act passed in the Twenty-fifth Year of the Reign of his- 
*^late Majesty, King iGKeorge the Sbcbnd; and to repeal the said 
^^ Act ,*" — under the provisions of which letter Act, his late Ma- 
jesty, King George III. made the ^ant already referred to, to the 
&ther of Lady Gwydyr, do not affect the Estate of t'eHh, for- 
£^ted by the Attainder of James Drumionond, taking on hiitaself 
the Stile or Title of Duke of Perth, btit obly " ibe Estate of 
" Perth, which became forfeited by the Attainder of John Driim'^ 
'^mond, taking upon himself the Stile or Title of Lord Joha 
'^ Drummond, Brother to James Drummond, taking on himself 
<< the Stile or Title of Duke of Perth ;"--consequently, if the £s* 
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^e criT Perihj forfeited by the Attainder of James Dnunmond, 
was granted by his late JMIajesty to Lady Gwydyr's father^ under 
the proyisions of an Act of Parliament^ by which his said late Ma- 
jesty was only enabled to grant the Estate of Perth^ forfeited by 
the Attainder of John Dnimmond^ snch grant was made upon ft 
false sfigge^tion^ and therefore the King may^ by rirtne of his 
prerogative^ repeal his own grants and, it is conceived, that when 
a grant is made to the prejudice of a subject (and in this case, the 
heir of the former owner of the Perth £state is undoubtedly pre* 
judiced, for it will be recollected that the Legislature, in the pre- 
•amble of ^he Act 24, Geo. III. Cap. 57- (1784) declared it to be 
ea:pedient that the estate should be restored to the heir of the for- 
mer owner) the King is, of right, bound to permit him (the sub« 
ject), upon his petition, to use the King's name, for the repeal of 
the grant, at the King's suit. 

Considerate information relating to the Drunnnond fmnily, and 
the estates and titles, and circumstances connected therewith, may 
be gained from a pamphlet, intituled, ^ The Detection of Infamy ; 
earnestly recommended to the Justice and Deliberation of the 
Imperial Parliament of Great Britain. By an unfortunate No- 
'^bleman. Wkh the Appeal of Charles Edward (Drummond), 
'^ Duke of Melfbrt, &e. Heir Male, and chief Representative of the 
'^ House of Drummond, of Perth, submitted to this consideration 
''-of the Two Houses of Parliament of the United Kingdom of 
^' Great Britain," &c 8vo. London, 1816. 

Before entering into a detail of the particulars gathered from 
this pamphlet, it may be as well to premise, that the author of it 
is the person, calling hims^ " Count Mc^fbrt," (which, it is be- 
lieved, is a French Title), who, -as it appears by her evidence (here- 
unto annexed), ** waited on Mrs. Elizabeth Peters, some yean ago^ 
^' land ealled her his * couua^' and inquired if she was possessed 
of any family documents to shew him, as he said he had heard 
of her rank, and rapposed that she could assist him in his claims 
^^Sk the restored family estates, which, as the nearest male heir« 
undoubtedly belonged -to him, and added, that he should grate- 
Holly rewiqisd her lor her services ; — upon which she let him know 
" that lie could not be the neftrest hm male, while her brother^ 
'^ and his som, were alive, as they were lineally descended from 
f^. Jnmes Drummond, commonly called the Duke of Perth, who sur^ 
^' vived the battle of Culloden, and who had afterwards married, 
'''and had issue, and who himself had died only a very few years 
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ago. The Cotmt stood amaxed at this intelligence^ and fnoMf 

acknowledged^ that, till that moment, he had always believed 
*' that no male issue of the Duke existed^ though he had heard that 
" he had left daughters. The Count then took his leave^ evidently 
*' chagrined and disappointed." 

It would seem that Count Melfort also (like another person, 
who had, however, been more successful) had founded his claim to 
the estate of Perth, on the assumption that James Drummond had 
died, without leaving issue male. 

It is understood that this person (Count Melfort) is a descendant 
(it is believed, great grandson) of John Drummond, the second son 
of James Drummond, third Earl of Perth, and the younger bro- 
ther of James Drummond, fourth Earl of Perth (who was grand- 
father of James Drummond, commonly called Duke of Perth, who 
was engaged in the rebellion, 17^)* The said John Drummond 
was born 8th August, 1650, and died in 1714. He was raised 
to the dignity of the peerage, by the title of Viscount Melfort, 
on the 20th April, 1685, by King James II., and, by the same 
monarch, further dignified by the title of Earl of Melfort, &c.' by 
patent, dated 12th August, 1686. He attached himself to the 
Stuart fiimily, and, <on the abdication of James II. attended him 
to France, and afterwards retired with him to St. Germains, 
where the abdicated monarch created him Duke of Melfort, as has 
been before alluded to herein, in the account of the third Earl of 
Perth. 

Count Melfort, it would appear, is a Roman Catholic Priest, 
and officiated as such, at the Roman Catholic Cha]^l, in Moor- 
fields, London, some years back ; — ^it is believed he is still living, 
but at a very advanced age, and resides in France, in the same 
capacity. 

It would appear, from his dialogue with Mrs. Peters, that he 
founded his claim to the Perth Estates, on his being the nearest 
relation to the former owner, it not being generally known (or, at 
least. Count Melfort did not know) at that time, that there were 
in existence, in the descendants of James Drummond, commonly 
called Duke of Perth, individuals possessing a daim superior to his> 
and, indeed, to that of every other person. 

It would seem from his own representations, that his exertions 
were, in a great measure, rendered abortive, from the want of 
funds, but, however this may be, there is reason to believe, that 
his adversaries or opponents perceived so much wei^t to exist in 
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chains as to be indaoed to "buy bim off/' and it baa been 
sqxNrted, tbat be now subsists, iu a great measure, on a yearly 
stipend or allowance, furnished to bim by tbe successful party^ 
or tbeir friends, in order, to use a bomely phrase, " to stop bis 
*' mouth." 

Before proceeding, however, to analyze mmre particularly Count 
Melfbrt's book, it may not be improper here to observe, tbat, if tbe 
account it gives, with regard to tbe way in which possession of tbe 
Perth Estates has been obtained, be correct, it proves, to a demon- 
stration abnost, tbat tbe whole transaction, from b^jnning to end, 
bas been an imposture and a conspiracy throughout, and tbat, in 
such conspiracy, persons of high rank are implicated, and appear 
to have been participants in the spoil. 

Tbe account, or history^ given in tbe book, is, in substance, as 
follows ; — ^it is, as the title implies, an appeal to the Two Houses 
of Parliament, and it " solicits Parliament to cause an investigation 
^' to be made into tbe nature of bis (Count Melfbrt's) case, where- 
'^ from it may be collected whether he has not been deprived of bis 
" legal inheritance by fke substitution of a spurious person to wrest 
** it irom bim ; and whether Parliament itself has not been inclosed 
** upon, ^and thereby made the unintentional instrument to inflict 
'^ upon him so severe a stroke of injustice ? 

" The circumstances in which this case stands involved, are 
''certainly of rather an intricate nature, but not so intricate as to 
" require any thing more than a serious inquiry to ascertain the 
'* truth. 

Tbe d^^ree of criminality which may attach to the conduct of 
a distinguished Nobleman, now no more, may appear of a deep 
and flagitious dye; but when it shall be considered, that in bis 
life-time be was impeached for certain High Crimes and Misde- 
meanours, and that on the occasion of his trial, bis very judges 
were divided in their opinions as to bis guilt, there seems no rea« 
son to believe tbat be might not' be prone to the perpetration of 
tbe flagrant act, whieh tbe subsequent statement presents a sus^ 
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^* picion that be contrived and effectuated." 

Count Melfort then proceeds to give a short history of the Pedi*i 
gree of tbe (Drummond) Family, • which, as it ag;rees, in general, 
with tbat berein-before stated (excepting, always, the circumstance 
of tbe reported death, in 1746, of James Drusnmond, Duke of 
Perth, &&), it is not necessary to repeat here, but it may not be 
/improper to furnish some more particular account than basryet 
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ieen ^ven« as to who tbis James Dnunmond was^ tbat dii ancoeed 
(pT, perhaps, it may be more suitable, on the whole, to say here* 
4>u^ht to have succeeded) to the possession of the Estates. 

James Lundin, of Lundia, bom 6th November, 1707^ succeeded 
his father, 1735, was served and retoured nearest heir male and of 
provision to Edward Dmmmond (stiled Duke of Perth), 90th June, 
1760, and nearest lawful heir male of James, fburtfi Earl of Perth, 
15th May, 1769. He assumed the name of Dmmmond, and titte 
^ Earl of Perth, and died at StoMiall, 18th July, 1781, in hk 
74th year. He married Lady Aachel Brace, third daughter of 
Hiomas, seventh Earl of Kincardine, and by her, who died at 
Lundin, 29th June, 1769, had issue* 

1. Robot Dmmmond, who died at Lundin, 10th May, 1758, 
«ta. 17> and unmarried. 

2. Thomas, stiled Lord Dmmmond, who was an offico* in the 
army. He was at New Yorit in 1776. He was taken prisoner by 
the Americans, but Washington gave him liberty to go back to 
New York on his parole. The climate being too cold for his weak 
constitution, he went to Bermudas, where he resided fimr years, 
and died there, in November, 17B1, unmarried. 

3. JAMES DHUMMOND, the only surviving son, bom S4tii 
September, 1744, had an Ensign's commission in the 66th Aegi- 
ment of foot, 1?71> a Lieutehancy, in the same, 1775, and, in 
1780, was appointed a Captain in the second battalion of the 42d, 
or Royal Sdots Big^bndiin, wbidi waa ^en abbot being fo^ed, 
and was destined for the East Indies. 

This is the per^n wl|o has com^ionly been designated by the 
name of the Hi^nourable Captain James Drummond, and who (or 
else his Persdni/icator, as Count Melfort expresses it in his ifaook) 
obtained possession of the Estates of Perth, |n 1785. 

XSoiint 'MeUbrt proceeds with the account in his book, as 
follows : — ' 

'' Tins 'Honourable James Drummond, when he was made a 
''Captain, was, (as admost etery honest person in Scotland knew) 
'^ in the last stage of a consumption, owing to wounds whidi he 
'' received some years befoire at Edinburgh, when he was attempted 
*^ to be assassinated by some ruffians, who stabbed him with a 
^ knifed of which the point br^e in, and was afterwards extracted 
^firomhisbreast.''' ~ 

From this drcomstanoe it was judged impossible for. him to 

tive long; but, as the second battalion of the 43d High^^exs 
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** was destined for tlie £ast Indies,, ii was sectulously reported, that 
** he was gone thither, notwithstanding the opinion of the physicians 
'^ w|)o attended him, that he could not overpass the line." 

" This prognostication o^ the faculty seems to have been confirm- 
" ed ; for, instead of going to the feast Indies, he was det)arked at 
'f Lisbon^ and there died, as the following copy irom the register of 
'^ borials of the British it^actory at Lisbon will testify."' 



*' Certificate of Burial " 

" Lord James Drammohd, aged Si5 years, was buriM on the IStfir 

of August, in the year 1780.' 



»» 






" 1 certify that the above is a faithful Extract from the said 
I^gisteir. Taken at Lisbon^ this 14th of October, 1807^ by me» 

** HERBERT HILL, M. A" 

" His Britanmc Majesty's Chaplain td the Factory at Lisbon." 

I, William Williamson, Vice-Consul to the British Nation in 
the City of Lisbon, do hereby certify unto all whom it doth or 
may concern, that the above Signature is of the proper Hand- 
*\ writing of Herbert Hill, M. A. his Britannic Majesty's Chap*- 
" lain for the British Factory at Lisbon, and that full and entire 
'^ Faith and Credit are and should always be had and given in 
" Court of Judicature or thereout. 

/' Given under my Hand and Seal of Office at Lisbon, the 14tb 
•'of October, 1807- 

" WM. WILLIAMSON, Vice-Consul." 

" These certificates from Lisbon are further corroborated by the 
^ following extract from a book, No. t. containing (among other 
** things) the register of burials of persons belonging to the British 
** t^actory at Lisbon,; from the 20th ot August, 1721, to the 30th 
•* of December, 1793, and now reioaaining in the principal registry 
" 6i the Archiepiscopal 3ee of Canterbury, kept at the Vicar Ge* 
" neral 8 office. Doctor's Commons." 

"1780. Burials." 

*' Att^nat the tUrteentii, Lord James Dninimand, agM thirty* 

" five years." 

*' Examined with the original by me, 

" THb. CHAftLTON, 
" Clerk in the Vicar General's oflSce."" 
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*' By these docaments it appears certain, that JAMES, one of 
the sons of the Earl of Perth, went to Lisbon, died there, and 
was there buried on the 13th August, 1780, being of the age of 
thirty-five years ; it is also certain that his disorder was a deep 
decline, and that he was the last son of the person called the 
Earl of Perth. 

" But notwithstanding this plain proof of the real fact, there is 
*' some reason to suspect that other documents have been fabri- 
'' cated, or altered at Lisbon, with a view to defeat the dedsive 
" point, which the evidence of the death of the HonouraUe Jame» 
'' Drummond (or Lord James Drummond) would establish, namely, 
*' that the late Lord Perth was a person alieni generis. For this 
" purpose the documents in question affect to call the Honourable 
''James Drummond, Lord Drummond, without any diristian 
name* It is pretended, that he made some testamentary dispo- 
sitions, which he could not sign, by reason of his weakness, but 
were sworn to by his physician. Dr. Hare (tvho is dead), and other 
" witnesses, (who are also deadj ; — that these dispositions were 
''inserted in the books of the Vice Consulate at Lisbon, hut those 
" hooks are missing. So that no information can be had from them 
" of the christian name of the pretended Lord Drummond." — ^A 
note at the bottom of page 16 of Count Melfort's bpokil expresses 
as follows : — '' It is tb be considered, that whether stiled the Ho^ 
" nourahle James Drummond, or Lxrrd James Drummond, the de- 
" scription of James Drummond relates to one and the same person, 
" the difference merely being whether his father was designated 
" Earl or Duke of Perth. 

The account in the book proceeds thus : — 
" But whether the person who really died at Lisbon, in August^ 
" 1780, be denominated the Lord James Drummond, or Lord 
" Drummond, the distinction becomes immaterial, as by the deathr 
" of the said person, however described, it is certain, that with 
" him terminated the male line of the issue of the Earl of Mel^rt 
" by his first wife Sophia Lundin. 

" On this important occurrence the scene begins to open. It is 
"almost in the remembrance of every one, that some time about 
^ '- 17891, the forfeiited estdtes of Scotland were talked of, as hemg 

. . " about to be restored to the ^unilies of their former owners ; at 
" which period, the only heirs remaining of the Family of Perth, 
"were the Qrummonds of/ the. line of Melfort, then residing i» 
" France ; but the death of the Honourable James Drummond 
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"^(or Lord James Drummond) was not then made known, or the 
place of bis burial, and tbougb it began to be propagated, yet 
being unaathenticated, it was affected to be given out, ' that he 
mas gone to the^ East Indies rvith the 42nd Regiment, and was 
waiting his return with it' 

Thus the British parliament, uncertain to what person the 
Perth Estate should be restored, under that degree of doubts 
passed the Act 24, Geo. III. Cap. LVII. (1784) so often refer- 
•* red to herein. 

" Now in the year 1783, there was in the East Indies an officer 
" named John or James Drummond, an Ensign, in the first bat- 
*^ talion of the 73d Regiment of Highlanders ; of this regiment, it 
'^ is well known that the second battalion, which was at Gibraltar, 
^^ was reducM or disbanded about the said year 1783, in order to 
*' be incorporated into the second battalion of the 42d Highland- 
" ers, and that the officers of the said second battalion of the 73d 
were put on half-pay, as appears from the army-list of the years 
1785 and 1786. 

" In 1786, the said John or James Drummond was removed 
from the first battalion of the 73d Regiment before mentioned^ 
and was placed on the half-pay of the second battalion of the 
same regiment, which second battalion, as before observed, be- 
came incorporated in the second battalion of the 42d Highland- 
ers; but the said James was not put upon half-pay as an 
•* Ensign." 

About two years after, the name of James Drummond appears 
on the half-pay of the 71st Regiment, as having been a captain 
in the 42d, in which last-named regiment, the Honourable 
James Drummond, according to the printed army-list, had his 
name continued from 1780 to 1784. It, however, seems an irre- 
^ concileable point to consider this Captain James Drummond, and 
'' the Honourable James Drummond, as one and the same person^ 
^ for if no other circumstance was in the way, the Duke of Mel- 
** fort has obtained a note from the War Office, which states, viz. 
" ^ The Honourable James Drummond, Captain in the 42<i 
' Foot, was put on half-pay in the year 1786.' 

' In 1807, he was struck out of the half-pay list, as having not 
" ' received the pay as such.* 

From these particulars the conclusion which obtrudes itself is^ 
that every artful endeavour was resorted to for the purpose of 
concealing, or involving in uncertainty, the death of the Honour- 
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^ Me James Dnunmond at Lisbon, as before mentioned, in 1780, 
and for bringing forward the person of substitution, who was to 
claim the great and noble inheritance of the Perth Family. 

The friends of the late Lord Perth of course most know n>h» 
fvas his legal Father, and whether instead of James the son ci 
** James Drummond, of Luiidin, he was not rather John, the son 
^ of Colin Driimmond, of Megginch, and nephew to Adam Drum^ 
** mond, M. P. Excepting however for the infamy and injustice 
of Xkifd false personification, if snch there was, the case at the pre** 
sent day is not changed, so far as relates to the Duke of Mel- 
fort's right of succession to the honours and estates of his family, 
for even supposing that the late Lord Perth tvas truly the person 
he described himself, or was represented to be ; that he was the 



t< 

u 

u 

t€ 
U 

^ only surviving son of James Drummond, of Lundin, and not the 
** son of Colin I)rummond, of Megginch ; that he was really the 
** same Honourable James Drummond who, in 17B0, was in so de« 
*' plorable a state of health, as for his physicians to despair of hi» 
** recovery, and who got the better of his deep decline in spite of 
** their prognostications ; and that he was not a red-haired man, 
** but dark, as the Honourable James Drummond was known t» 
" be, — the right of the Duke of Melfort to the patrimony in %ues<^ 
" tion has not become altered." 

Here Count Melfort adduces arguments in support of his owv 
right to the succession, but as they do not affect, and have no 
bearing on, the present case or question, it is quite unnecessary to 
quote them here. 
At the bottom of page 19 of the book is the following note :— ^ 
This Colin Drummond, of Megginch, had been Collector of the 
Cess (Excise) in Perthshire ; was afterwards Deputy Paymaster 
^'of Quebec, and one of the Commissariat General in Canada. 
''His elder brother, Adam Drummond, of Megginch, was a 
'' Member of Parliament, and had the use of Drummond Castle, 
*' where he resided from 1746, until the restoration of the estate 
''by the Act of Parliament. By this circumstance, he had the 
opportunity of possessing himself of the most material papers, 
deeds, settlements, and documents relating to the Perth Title 
and Estates, and consequently of rendering them eminently use- 
" ful in the aggrandisement of his family ; while his parliamentary 
impoHance made him a fit person to be courted and accommo- 
dated by those who, at the same time> could thereby serve their 
'' own public and private interest.' 












ft 



4t 
•€4 
44 
44 

ft 

44 



THOMAS DRUMMOND. 61 

l%e Duke of Melfott proceeds. — ''On this ground tiie Duki^ 
4}i Melfort, according to the opuwms of the most eminent Coun- 
sel^ both English and Scotch^ namely^ Sir Samuel Romilly^ Mr- 
Serjeant Best^ Mr. Nolan^ Mr. Henry Erskine^ Mr. Dale^, 
Messrs. Matthew^ Ross^ Fletchar^ Thompson^ and others^ is ad- 
'' vis^d^ that his claim is good^ if attended to^ and pursued in the 
proper manner^ and with adequate means. 
In support of the statement^ that the entail and investiture of 
^ the. Perth Estates were to heirs male^ the proofs are to be col« 
le(5ted from divers charters among the Public Archives of Scot- 
*' land, at all times ready to be addueedt" 
Extracts from some of these are subjoined. 
*' Upon the 11th day of October, 1687, James, lihe fourth Earl 
^ of Perth, and Chancellor of Scotland, executed a settlement and 
^' strict entail of his estate, and soon after, viz. on the 17th of No-^ 
*^ vember, 1687^ a charter of ' novo damus' was granted to his son 
^' Lord James Drummond^ by King James IL in terms of the en« 
^* tail, whereby the estate was eettled upon the same series of heirs 
^* to whom the title was soon After limited. The Earl likewise re- 
'** signed his honeors into the King's hands, and of the same ditto 
** received a new patent to himself and his eldest lawful son and 
his heirs male, whom failing, to the Earl's other issue male^ pro- 
created; or to be procreated, whom failing, to the Earl's brother- 
german John Earl of Melfort, and his heirs male, whom failing;, 
** to the heirs male of John the second Earl of Perth. 

* 

'* After this another Charter of 'novo damns* was granted to 
** James,' fourth Earl of Perth, the Chancellor before mentioned ; 
" this Charter is dated July 13th, 1688, and was upon record prior 
** t9 the Revolution in 1688, and now remains, unless some parti* 
^ cular persons, for sirtister purposes, have caused the sdf^e io bfi 
** erased or mthdratvn. 

"Under the recitement of the Aet of Parliament (24.^Greo. III. 
** Cap. LVII. 1784) for the restoration of the Perth Estates, the 
^'lAuke of Melfort cannot but feel a odtfviction of his legal right 
'^ Uiere^o, and that it was in the principle of justice by wiiich the 
'^BHtl&h'PaHiiainent'^as induced to tlie said restoratioii, the un« 
'' doubted inteiitiqn of lihe legisla.ture to leave the inhetitanoeof the 
^' said 'estates to d^cend unto tA^se h^s'whp by t^e charters of 
" entail were nominated to succeed thereto. 

The grant therefore which was made to the late James Drum- 

mond (afterwards Lord Perth) of the Estates in fee instead of 
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in tail tnak, impresses the Duke of Melfort (as he is prone to 
*' believe it must every honest man) with a thorough sentiment, that 
^* Parliament would never have sanctioned a grant so contrary to 
^' the apparent meaning of the preamble of the benevolent act of 
*' the 24th Geo. III. before-cited^ had there not been a misrepresent 
" tation made (and facts with-holden) with regard to the situation 
^' of the parties who were in truth those to whom the restoration 
*' ought to have been made, and so made> as to have fulfilled the in- 
" tentions and directions of the original tsettlers of the said estates, 
*' the nature of whose investitures were indeed pointed out hy the 
preamble of the benevolent act> but were entirely negatived by 
the subsequent clause in favour of the heirs and assigns of such 
" heir male ; which amounted to a grant in fee* 

^' It is to be observed^ that in pursuance of the said Act of 24 
" Geo. III. the right of succession opened to James Lewis Drum- 
" mond^ late Duke of Melfort^ elder brother to Charles £dward> 
'^ the present claimant ; but a person calling himself Captain Jamee 
'^Drummondj and representing himself to be the Honourable 
''James Drummond^ only surviving son of James Drummond of 
^' Lundin^ came forward as that heir male, who> according to the 
'' Act of restoration, was entitled to the inheritance of the Perth 
" Estates. 

'' The seclusion of the Duke of Melfort in Francej and his utter 
'' ignorance that he had become the chief heir male of the Perth 
'' line> contributed much to the success of this Mr. Drummond's 
''substitution, who being supported by a very powerful patron, 
"had no opponent capable to contend with him, or rebut his 
" pretensions. 

" Under this state of the case it is evident that the wording of 
" the Act of Parliament of the 24 Geo* III. so £ur as relates to 
'' the Perth Estates^ viz. — to heirs and assigns, was surreptitiously 
introduced, and wilfully intended to operate against the true 
heir entitled to the succession, with a view to render the posses- 
sion^ meant to be given %o the person who afterwards obtained the 
" same, so perfect, as to enable him to dispose of any part thereof 
for the remuneration of those who promoted, patronised, and 
assisted. him in the acquisition thereofj a purpose which could noi 
have been effected, had t^e said Estates been given back by Par- 
liament to have been enjoyed according to the family entails by" 
heirs male onhf. 
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'' Condasion" — (by the Duke (^ Melfbrt^ mhis book.) 
My Lords and GentlemeUj 

The preceding statement is, with all duerespect> submitted to 

your candour ; nothing more is requested than that you should 

^^ take the subject into your serious consideration, and do on the 

occasion as to your wisdom may seem meet, and to your ideas of 

eqiial justice may appear the most conformable. 

Under all the particulars of the case, an investigation seems 
necessary to be had, in order that it may be ascertained, whether 
*'the late Mr. John or James Drummond, alias Lord Perth, was not 
spuriously substituted for the Honourable James Drummond,*— 
whether the British Senate was not imposed upon, by a misre- 
presentation of facts, relating to the investitures and entail of the 
Perth Estates, and by the suppression of information which might 
have been, and ought to have been adduced, on that head,— 
'^ whether a deceased noble statesman was not accessary to the im- 
*^ postorship of Person, and all the concomitant malversations which 
'^ are suspected to have taken place on the behalf of Mr. John or 
'^ James Drummond as aforesaid, — and whether the said noble 
'^ statesman did not, in reward for his eminent services on the 
*' occasion, obtain the Perth £state of Duneira> near Drummond 
'^Castle?. 

^'It certainly has been reported that the noble Lord bougM 
''the estate,- as 'also,. that he otherfohe obtained it; but the one 
report is imagined to have been propagated for the purpose of 
misleading the minds of indifferent persons, while the other is 
believed to have originated in the genuine dispoi^tion of unj[|ia»« 
sed people, infflined to. apeak the real sentiments.pi their min4s» 
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'^ ' conviction.' ; , 
*' The purchase story seems to be fbundjed upon the, tjircnnwtance 
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that, when certain parts of the Perth Estate were offisred £w 

aale, in order to raise the sum of £52,547* Is* 6d. charged on. 

them by Government, there was a great demur on the side of 

those who were disposed to become purohasers^ by reason that the 

estates were considered under a strict .entail, md as sucb^ the 

power to sell was viewed in an equivocal light. 

''To remove this obstacle, i% ^.stated j^l|a)lftt]^ernp|)le Lord put 

himself at the head of the lift of jpurckaseri^^ ^j^ ^ifss/s^.Bf^vBoi 

''•esuunple for others to follow. .':»[; ; (i 

But thill specious counteoapce has not taken, away the suspir' 

don that the jyboje toas a tmk * that the vsofie^^^ t^inaUfy 
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" qfpi^rehase, witboat ttriy real consideration paid, tlimigh the con* 
** sideration might have been previously performed. Indeed, could 
^iC iWr one moment be deemed that the estate was acquired for an 
" absolute money consideration after a fair rate of value, an awk- 
^ ward rarmise might arise, as to the quarter from whence the said 
'* purdiase money was obtained ;-^the public mind has already had 
'' its suspicions, and the purchase of this estate would not render 
^ them the more unfounded. 

'^ The Duke of Melfort is by no means disposed to make fidse 
" insinuations against any man ; he scorns calumny, though he 
has suffered much under its effects from the spleen of his ene- 
mies ; but he feels it a duty he owes to himself, and to the honour 
of the rery ancient and noble family of which he is the heir male 
^' representative, to assert m the face of the world those causes^ 
*' whieli he, in strictness of truth, belieyes to have been surrepti- 
'* tiously and unjustly exercised against him, to the depriving him 
'' of his birth-right, to the slander of his reputation, and to the dis- 
^ credit of that Gorernment, under which he looks upon himself 
"^ entitled to the rights of a British subject. 

** The Duke of Melfbrt does not call upon the Parliament of 
'^ Great Britain to take upon itself the decision of his claim to the 
'^ honours and estates of Perth, but only applies to them to make a 
^ revision of that act, which he considers to have been passed to 
" Us injury, under a mo^t wfdced attempt by his spoliators to per« 
^ vert the pure course of parEamentary justice. 
' ^Thle Duke, notwithstanding' his sufferings, the distress his 
^adversaries have occasioned' him,' and' the ignominies they have 
^east upon hihi, yet looks up to the BritS^ Senate not to suffer 
'* the act in question to remain unreviewed. He then pins his faith 
^ia the national honour of that assembly to render him justice 
^'upbn that point,' 'withoui making any interference upon the natu!re 
^of what other proceedings may be requisite for him to adopt, in 
^ordcfr to establish his claims to the dignities and estates of Perth, 
" but learing the same open fer him to pursue in such of the courts 
^'oiF JudScatureasmay be most proper to make a legal decision 
"thereon." ^: < 

'Her^^^louiit Melforfs book concludes: 

^'^TWfixed' to ihe bbok is a genet^ogical table of the House of 
Drummond, wherein the person who obtained the estates, in I785> 
is thus designated. ''John alias James Drummond, Persohificator 
^^the Right 6f Descent and Heirship to the Perth Estates, on 
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" their Restoratioa in 179^^ ^^d hif favimr somehow or iUker ob^ 
'^iained the same; created Lord Perth, and died in 1800/' leav- 
ing issue — " Clementina, onlj^ Daughter, now wife of the Moti» 
" Peter Rob. Barrel, who has taken the name of Drummond*" 

With regard to the credit due, or^not dtte> to Count Sfelfort's 
statement in his book, not one word will here be said ,' — ^the sab- 
stance of the book has been fairly laid down befinre the reader, wJm^ 
is left to form his own judgment on it. 

JAMES DRUMMOND, eldest son aitd heir of James Drum- 
mond, commonly called Duke of Perth, was bom at Biddick, and 
baptized at the parish church of Houghton-le-Spring, August 9th, 
17^2, and married at the Chapel of Painshaw, in the parish of 
Houghton-le-Spring, April 2d, 1776, Margaret Pearson, of the 
same parish. — He died on the 7th February, 1823, and was buried 
at the Chapel of Painshaw, on the 11th February, 1823. 

His relict is still liviisg. — They had several children, sons and 
daughters, of whom the eldest son is THOMAS DRUMMOND, 
the ChAiMAST, wiio was born April 3d, 1792, and baptiaed at the 
Chapel of Painshaw, in the Parish of Houghton-le-Spring, June 
J7th, 1792. 

JAMES DRUMMOND was, as has been before sUted, 
brought up in the employment of a '* pitman," and followed the 
occupation to ihie time of lus death, or as long as his health and 
str^igth would permit, and he iseems to have imbibed the princi- 
ple before mentioned as so predominant with pitmen, of bringing 
up his sons to the same oceupatioa, and they were so brought up 
accordingly. 

It has been remarked before herein, that James Dmrnmond 
(the father, or Duke of Perth) died two years bef(»e the passing 
of the act for the restoration of the forfeited estates; this, of 
course, precluded the possibility of his making any application for 
them; — but it may be asked, — why did his eldest son, Jamea 
Drammond, not make application at the tame? — Thi8» at irst 
sight, may seem rather a startlii^ question, inasmucb as if be had 
come forward -at the time, when complete evidence of his father's 
identity was at hand, there can be no doubt that his applioatioB 
must and would have been success^ ; — a little attention, however, 
to the circumstances and situation in whidi he was then ^acedU 
will, it is hoped, remove any objection that may be made as te his 
apparent supineness ; — seduded from the world, and, ia a greait 
measure^ from the Ug^t of day,-^thinking of nothing, and know- 
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ing notliing almoet^ but bow be migbt best labonr in bis occttps*^ 
tion for bis daily subsistencej— out of tbe reacb of knowledge of 
wbat was passing in tbe world at large^ and bardly acquainted 
witb tbe oocorrenees of tbe next village^ it is not surprising tbat 
be sbould remain ignorant of public transactions^ or aflairs of tbe 
state, and tbe matter in wbicb be was so deeply interested, was, 
undoubtedly, a state affair ; — ^moreover, be was not in possession 
of a sbilling more tban was necessary to purcbase tbe daily bread 
for bimself and bis fsmily, and bad no means of obtaining informa- 
tion, and, wben tbe family did learn tbat tbe estates bad been 
given to some person, tbe knowledge tbey possessed of tbe nature 
and state of tbe case went no furtber tban tbis, — tbat tbey under- 
stood tbe estates bad^ by tbe offences of tbeir fatber, become tbe 
property of tbe king, and tbat be migbt do wbat be would witir 
tbem, and dispose of tbem as be pleased, and to wbom be pleased ; 
— added to tbis, James Drummond is understood to bare been a 
person of timid and inactive disposition, and wbat is more, it would 
appear tbat be and tbe family were impressed witb a strange and 
unaoeountable notion, or ratber a fatuity, tbat not only tbe life of 
tbeir fatber, but tbe lives of tbe whole family, descendants and 
all, were in jeopardy, and liable to be sacrificed for bis crime.— 
Under all tbese circumstances, it is not surprising tbat James 
Drummond sbould remain inert to tbe end of bis life. 

But it ougbt not to be inferred, from bis dilatoriness, tbat be 
was indifferent to, or regardless of, tbe nature and object of bis 
rigbts and bis claim, but only tbat be, tbe beir male, and tbe per- 
son wbo, alone, could actually derive benefit from tbe concern, did 
not make bimself, as it certainly would bave been wise in bim to 
bave done, tbe prominent figure, as it were, in tbe neeessary in- 
quiries into tbe case, and become tbe prime mover and agitator of 
tbe question ; whereas, it would seem, be contented bimself witb 
joining witb tbe family generally, in a kind of association for pro- 
secuting inquiry, for it is in proof, from tbe evidence, particularly 
tbat of Mrs. Eliiabetb Peters, tbat tbe family never lost sight of 
tbe main question, but, on tbe contrary, bave, at various times, 
and at all opportunities, exerted themselves, and left no means 
untried tbat were within tbeir power, to discover tbe true state of 
tbe case, and recover their rigbts, if possible. 

Tbis is proved, beyond tbe possibility of doubt, by tbe evidence 
of Mrs. Peters, wbo states, witb minuteness, tbe substance of a 
oMiveraation she bad witb tbe late Lady Pertb (relict of Lord 
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Ferth) and hei datigbter (tbe preMUt Lady Gwydyr) at an niter* 
iriew which todc place in London^ several years ago^ when the 
eomsangninity of Mrs. Peters, and, a Ibrtiori, the identity of James 
Dnunmond, her father, were not denied by the ladies.«— A snbse- 
qaent attempt, however, of Mrs* Peters, to obtain another inter- 
view with Lady Perth and her daughter was unsncoessiVil ; — ^the 
applicant, on sending np her name, was told the ladies were " noi 
"ai hom^ "-^It is not difficult to assign a reason for this subterfuge 
being resorted to ^^Mrs. Peters seemed likely to become, to use 
rather an uncouth phrase, a " troublesome customer" to the ladies, 
and it is a maxim held good in some fSamilies, that the sooner you 
can shake off your poor relations, the better. 

Matters continued in much the same state until the death of 
James Drammond, wliioh took plaoe on the 7th February, 18S3, 
and he was buried at the Chapel of Painshaw, on the 11th Febru* 
ary, 1823- He left several children, sons and daughters, of whom 
the eldest son is THOMAS DRUMMOND^ the Cjlaimant. 

It is h<^ed satisfactory reason has been shewn why more active 
measures, with regard to the great family question, were not 
adopted in his (James Drummond's) life-time. 

THOMAS DRUMMOND. 

» 

THE CLAIMANT. 

THOMAS DRUMMOND, eldest Son and Hen* of James 
Drammond, last mentioned, Orandson of James Drummond, 
commonly called DUKE of PERTH; and Great Great Grande 
8SB, and Heir of Male and of Line, of JAMES, FOURTH 
EARL of PERTH :— was born Apri} 3d, 1792, and baptised at 
the Chapel of Painshaw, in the Parish of Hou|^ton-le-Spring^ 
June.l7th, 17W- 

He is married, and has several children, aons and daughters;-— 
Ills eldest son is named James Drummondi and he has a younger 
son, named John Drummond. 

' Gliomas Drummond, shortly after the death of his father, and 
being, moreover, well aware of the nature and justness of his 
fiunily pretensions, applied himself, as well as his very h'mited 
means and narrow circumstances would permit, to an investigation 
and inquiry into the particulars and history of his family affairs, 

H 
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and hu endeavours hvfe been eminently snoeessfulj iaaamnch aa 
Le has^ with the aggistance of a few friends^ been enabled to col- 
lect a msM of materiak^ and a body of eyidencej so strong, as to 
render his case irresistible^ and, it is conceived, that nothing can. 
defeat it, unless it can be shewn, 6y absolute and positive proof, 
that James Drammond, commonly called Dolce of Perth, actually 
died on board ship, at sea, in May, \7^> as has been reported ;— « 
and such proof, though not an absolute impossibility, is so very 
nearly akin to it, as not to admit of any other construction* 

In jBne, — ^the essence of the case, as to the facts of it, may 
be comprised in a few wcMrds. The Attainder of the House 
of Drummond has never been reversed or removed, and the 
blood of the descendants remains contaminJEite to his hour. 
The Estate of Perth, forfeited by the Attainder, has never 
been given, granted, or disponed to the Heirs of the former 
Owner, agreeably to the intjention of the Legislature, as ex* 
pressed in the Preamble of the Act of Parliament for grant- 
ing to the Heirs of the former Proprietors the forfeited 
Estates in Scotland. The Titles and Honours of the Earl- 
dom of Perth were never forfeited, but became dormant on 
the death (in 1716) of James Drummond, Fourth Earl of 
Perth, in consequence of the previous Attainder (by Act of 
Parliament, 1, Geo. I. 1715) of James Drummond, Esquire^ 
commonly called Lord Drummond, his eldest Son, and Heir 
Apparent,-^-and they have ever since continued, and do still 
remain, dormant. 

To express, briefly, the conclusion which, as it is hoped) 
has been shewn, ought to be come to, from this very long 
statement of facts and evidence, it may safely be asserted^ 
that, unless the person, James Drummond, (Thomas Drum- 
mond, the Claimants paternal Grandfather) who came to» 
and settled at Biddick, shortly after the rebellion^ 1745, was, 
in name, in origin, and in character, and, in every sense of 
the word, an impostor, there cannot e;iList a shadow of doubt, 
that Thomas Drummond, bis legitimate Grandson, is the 
legal, lineal Heir Male to the [Estates and Honours of the 
Earldom of Perth; and, in common justice to the memoryr 
and name of James Drummond, it is further asserted, witbf 
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out fear of contradiction, that, as far as is known, or has 
ever been heard of, there never existed the slightest suspi- 
cion, nor ever was uttered the slightest imputation, of any 
thing of the kind, against either himself, or any of his 
family. 

[The Prooft and Evidence remain in Manniciipt.] 



ATTAINTED PEERAGES 

OF 

SCOTLAND. 

The restoration of the attainted Scotch families has firmed the 
suhject for conversation among the Grandees of the norths ever 
since the coronation of his present Majesty^ in 1821^ when an at« 
tempt was made to bring the matter under the consideration of 
his Majesty's government. Although the repeated rebellions of 
1715 and 1745 were directed against the lU^al Hanoverian line, 
the illustrious members of it have shewn great magnanimity in 
first restoring the better part of the forfeited estates to the Scotch 
delinquents^ and afterwards removing the attainders of several of 
the titles. 

Considerable art is requisite to confer a ^etvour to the greatest 
advantage, and the delicacy used by liord Liverpool to his Sove- 
reign, and to the petitioning parties when he first publicly pro- 
posed the restoration of a portion of those Peerages, certainly en- 
hanced the value of the £Eivour. On Monday, May the 24th, 1824, 
** his lordship rose, he said, in obedience to his Majesty's commands, 
** to lay before their lordships certain bills for the restoration of 

some titles which had been forfeited in consequence of political 

offences. These were purely acts of Royal grace and favour, 
'' which were intended to be fc^owed by an act of justice. He al- 
*' luded to the reversal of the attainder of Lord Stafford." These 
bills met with no opposition, and the restorations gave great satis- 
fieiction at the time. Ln the Lower House, Mr. Bmee, of Kennet, 
observed, that the restorations ought not to be partial ; and many 
agree with Mr. Bruce, in thinking that the amnesty ought to have 
been made general, since it is clear that all the noble rebels were 
equally guilty by their joint political offences, — and, as they equally 
shared the disgrace of punishment in the forfeitures that ensued. 
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iktt fni/mtif ore |dl ^qiially deienring of hh Mfgestf's demea- 
cf vihen tba dajr of firgiveiiew dawn oil tbo generous efforts made 
in their iavaoi. 

The following is a list of the attainted and restored Peerages :— - 



1715. 



Dates of 
Peerages. 



Titles. 



Family Names. 



063 
010 

oao 

600 

600 
605 



633 
6B9 
639 
646 
«S3 
651 
661 

660 



Earl of Mar^ to heirs general 

Earl Marischally &c* to heirs male 

Earl of Nithsdale^ &c. to heirs male 

/Earl of Winton^ &a to heirs malel 

J whatsoever , f 

Earl of Linlithgow^ &c. to heirs male 

Sari of Perth, &:e. to heirs male whatsoever 

Earlof Seaforth^ && to heirs male 

Sarlof Smitheskj teheiiainale 

IBarl of Airlie^ tokeirsmale 

ISarl of Carnwath; &c. to heirs male 

IQarl of Panmnre^ to heirs male 

Vise. Kenmnre^ toheffsmalewiMftaMrver... 

Visoonnt Kmgston^ toheiiBmalf 

Viscount Kilsythj to heirs male 

I4«rd AirleigiC (o heirs eeneral 

Lord VuiluSj to heirs male 



iMiA«n*M^^. 



Erskine.* 

Keith. 

Maxwell. 

Seton. 

liivingston* 

DrummantL 

Maokeaaie. 

Garnegy. 

Ogilvie.* 

BalzeD.* 

Maule. 

Qeidon.^ 

Seton. 

Livingstone. 

Balfour. 

Sutherland.* 



J661 
1^ 

14311 
1603 < 
1681 
1688 
1633 



I 



1746 



Earl of Kikwnoeht to heirs male) 
whatsoever / 

arl of Cromarty^ to heirs male ...« 

Viscount Strathallan> to heirs male 

LordLovatj to heirs male 

Letd BalmeriBoeh^ to heirs male 

La»d Natei to he^gworal.. 

Lord Pitsligo« lo heirs male whatsoever ... 
Earl of Wemyss^ &c. to heirs general 



fmmwmmmimi^^0»^~^*m*^^ 



Boyd. 

Mackenzie. 

Drummond* 

Fraser. 

JBl^hisstone. 

Nairn.* 
I Forb^. 
' Wemyss.* 



Ail those Marked thm * haTe been restored md amenat lo 
eif^t peerages ont #f twenty^fimjr^ being in the prxq[)ortion of 
tl»eetoQne> 
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SEQUEL 

OF THE 

STATEMENT 

OF THE CLAIMS OF 

Ciboma0 Uritmtnonli, 

Omitted in the Copy of the Case, in an octavo 
pamphlet, printed by Mackenzie and Dent, , 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 1830. 



To follow after the words, " or any of his 
family'' — on page 59 of the pamphlet. 

(Reference to Counsel^ ^^-J 

" You will be pleased to peruse and consider the 
aforegoing statement and observations, together with 
the proofs and evidence annexed^ and give your opinion^ 
as well on the case, generally, as on the particular 
questions asked. ' / T. 1 

1st. Is it advisable that the Claimant, Thomas 
Dmmmond, should, in the first instance, endeavour to 
procure himself to be served Heir Male of James, Dmm- 
mond, commonly called .Duke of Perth, who fled, after 
the battle of Culloden, as above stated, and, upon the 
Execution of a Brieve, issued for that purpose, would 
such Evidence^ as it appears by this Case, the Claim- 
ant can adduce, be received ; — and if, and when re- 
ceived, would it be sufiicient to establish such daimof 
service, assuming that the reported death of the said- 
James Drummond, commonly called Duke of Perth, ia. 
May, 1746, cajmot be proved? . ' , , 
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Snd. Are the circumstances of this Case, and the 
nature of the Evidence, as set forth in the aforegoing^ 
statement, such as to justify the Claimant, Thomas 
Drummond, in taking immediate steps, — and, if yea, 
what steps ought he to take, to procure the intentions 
of the Legislature, as expressed in the preamble of the 
Act 24. Geo. III. Cap. LVII. (1784), to be carried into 
effect, in favour of him, as Heir Male of the said James 
Drummond, commonly called Duke of Perth, the for- 
mer Owner of the Perth Estates, by whose Attainder 
they became forfeited ; — ^bearing in mind, that those 
Estates were, under the provisions of that Act (declar- 
ing them to have become forfeited by the Attainder of 
John Drummond), granted by His late Majesty, King 
George III. to the father of Lady Owydyr, who had 
been found, by a Decree of the Court of Session, to he 
the nearest Heir Male of the said John Drummond ;— i 
or what course, adverting to such circumstances, and 
evidence; and also, to such Decree of the Court of 
Session, and the Grant made, by the late King, to the 
father of Lady Gwydyr, ought the present claimant to 
pursue, to substantiate his claim to, and obtain pos- 
session of, the Perth Estates ? 

[N. B. The above qvLeetumefor Counsel are sug^^ 
gested, but, ^ course, may be varied, altered, or 
r^ected aUK^gether, and eihers substituted, at the 
discretion qf the Solicitor, to whom may be as-- 
signed the submitting qfthis Case to Cemnsel.'] 

Newcastle upon Tyne, 
December, 1828." 

Further observations^ respecting the Case of Thcnnas 
Drummond, as it appears in the pamphlet, printed by 
Mackenzie and Dent, 1830; — ^whidi, although evi- 
dently taken from the folio copy of the Case, printed 



and issued, for private use, by Thomas Drummond 
and his advisers, is, nevertheless, in several respects, 
incorrect and incomplete, and different from the 
original. 

The ** Address," at the beginning of the pamphlet, 
and to which is affixed the name, ^^ Thomas Drum- 
mond," formed no part of the original and genuine 
case, which contained no address whatever; — and, 
moreover, the address, in the pamphlet, is not the 
work of Thomas Drummond, neither has it his con* 
sent or approbation. 

The account of " Attainted Peerages of Scotland" 
(inserted on page 59 of the pamphlet), together 
with the " list of the attainted and restored Peerages" 
(inserted on page 60), are interpolations ; — ^the original 
Case contained nothing of the kind, but confined itself, 
as its title imported, to the circumstances of the Perth 
Peerage only. 

Newcastle upon Tyne, 
November, 1830. 



ERRATA, &c., 

In the printed Case, &c. of Tbomas Drammond^ &c. in 
the 8vo. pamphlet, priated by Mackenzie and Dent, 

Newcastle, 1830. 

Page, Lioe. 

25 27 For " pitman,'' read ** pitmen.*' 
23 4 After the last word, " mast," add " have/* 

31 26 After ihe word ** distinction," add " nho.'* 

42 24 (last word incomplete) for «* bet," read " better.'' 

53 13 Oast word but one imperfect) for " his,** read " Mm." 

Address, at the beginning, (page iii.) 
Hi 3 (from the bottom) for •• Jacobine," read ** Jacobite,** 



[Newcastle upon Tyne: printed by William Boag. 
November, 1830.] 



TiriS'EARLDOM AND ESTA TEI&F FErtfll. 



To the Editor of the T^ne Mercury^ ' j 

Sir,— As the letter of your corretpoodentf the Due de AlelCotti 
contains a misstatement a^ctin|r the claim of my client. Air Thd« 
as Drummond, I am induced to ask jfou topub^iili thefoiloving 
rief particulars of this iease. 

Th6 Due de Melfort daims the earldom only t Mr ThomSS 
rummond claims both the earldom and e^atet the justice of ei- 
ler claim' depends upod the true atiswer to ttie question*— *^ Uid 
ames Drummond, the 6th Eart, coimnqn|y called the Duke of 
'erch, who was concerned in the rebel U(^ ^ l74d, dfe at sea in 
ay, 1746, unmarried, oi< fake up his sibode and In 1788 die at 
iddick, in the county of Uurhami leavlv^ lawAit isilue male ?** 
he Due de Melfort asserts the afllvmarfve of the forftier branch 
t the question, and refers to an offi^l report, the trwh of which 
e takes tor granted, of the detfib^#f the iHart on lioard^ibe fiellone 
•'rench frigate ia AUy^ 1746, to he kmad ac the Mifiisterede la 
larine, and in the reports of the Ordionoaeeiir eoehef tut Kantes 
) the Ministere de la Maribe, dated 7th Jme, 1746. Air Thos. 
Drummoqd fsserts the afiirmati feel the lattelrhraircti of ifieqaestion, 
and admittiojg: that there waS a report of the fiarj^'deatfr on ship- 
board in Klay, 1746, which hesays^ftsfvomalgsted b^ itae friends 
of and countenanced by tiie Eart, in orOer te ilnide discovery, re- 
lies upon a mass of evidence which cannot possibly be ttie nrtailt 
of invention, showing firstly, that the Marl, instead of (tying oni 
ship-board, landed at Soutb S^hields, in the county of Dotrhaoi^ in ' 
1746, from whence he went 10 the village of Biddick, a tew miles 
distant (a place peculiarly calculated to- aftbrd him shelfer and se- 
curity), where he matried in 1749, and raadded in obseurity untll^ 
his death in 1782; and secondly, that be left Air James U^um%i 
mond, the father of Air Thomas Drummond, his eldest son and 1 
heir male. 

As to the title of Earl of Perth claimed by the Due de Alelfort- 
and Mr 'I'homas Drummond, it was butcpended but not forfeited 
fin 1 716, on the death of t^e4th fiarl, by reason of his son in his| 
"lifie-time having been sttaiiited of high treason for being engaged 
ii> the rebellion of 1715^ aad it still remains suspended, 
'< As to the estate of Perth, datmed by Mr Xhes. Drummond,-*^! 
'shortly alter the Battle of Outlodeo the kgislaiuie enacied, by the 
[,19th (Jeo. Il.,c. 26, that the Earl and his brother liord John 
'Drummond, who was also engaged in the rebeUioo of 1745, should 
stund attainted of high treason from the 18ih April, 1746, in case 
they did not surrender themselves on or before the I2ih' July, 1746. 
By another act, the 20{h (ieorge 11., c. 41, it was declared that the 
estates of all persons attitinted of high treason after the 24th June,' 
1745, sbotild be forfeited to the crown. ' 

I T.^ legislature, assuming the report to be true or the death <ff 
kiie Earl before the 12ih Julfn 1746, upon which event happening*, 
Il'true, the Perth estate would have vested in his brother, l^ord 
John Drummond, enacted, by the 25ih Geo. IL^c^.U that the 
jntate, which became forfeited by the altaindervf Lord JohA 
WPlUmmondt should, Ironi the2i>ih December, 17.&^« beannexeUiv' 
jibe crown tnalienabiy; and, by the24ib (ieo. Ill,, c."57, that it 
jshoald be lawful for his Majesty to grant the estate of Perth, which' 
^became forfeited to tlie crown by the attatniet qf Lord Jithni Dr^nt^ 
mondt to his heir m«Ie, and to the heirs and aasigna of such IvAs 
Linale.^ 

[ In 1785 the erown^ so far ^ it had power under the last roen^ ] 

[tioned act. granted the' Perth estate to Captain James Drunimond 

[ii> lee Simple, on the representation that he was the heir male of 

' liOrd John Drummond. Captain Drummond was afterwsrds cre- 

iated Baron Perth; and his only daughter. Lady Willoughby db 

|Efeat>y,-aad her huirband, are now under that grant enjoying the 

Perth estate. Ueikce two questions arise~ 1st, Whether, as tho> 

Peiih osi#ie was forfeited by the attainder of the Barl (he beiog^ 

alive and not having stirrendared himself on or before the llith 

July, 1746), and not by the attainder of his brother Lord John; 

(iC not having been vested in him), it does not still remain vestecf' 

in the crown under the 20th Geo. 11., c. 41, upon the ground that 

the subsequent acts and grant affected only such estates as became 

(forfeited by the attainder of Lord John Drummond 9 and 2od, 
Whether the grant to Captain James Drummond is not absolutely 
void, by reason of Air i'homaa DrumnuNid*s father, and uot the. 
Captain, being the tieir male of Lotd John Drammoad? 

The House of Lords have already on their table Air. Thomas 

*Drummond*s petition of claim,, with a ease containing a list 0^ 

'proofs, which will be brought forward before their lordships* Coih- 

^mittee of PriVeleges on the investigation of the Due de Aleifori's 

claim. 

1 am. &c., 

tJKNHY 1NGLRDKU% 
\ Solicitor to Mr Thomas Drummond. 
i_Newcaslle, a >ib April, 184|. _:^ 



EARLDOM OF PERTH. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE SCOTSMAlV. 

, Sir, — I observe from iionie of the late Not. of the 
SeoUmany that the claim of Thomaa Drommood to . 
the Earldom of Perth ha/« just been revited ; and in ■ 
the last Scotsman (I7th inst.) I find, from a letter 
dated Paris, lUth April 1841, 10, Place Vendome, ^ 
that another claimant haa an*«en io the person of 
''^Drummond, Duke de Melfort.*' Having (from 
circumstances unnecessary to detail) in my younger 
flays occasion to know a good deal about this title, I 
beg leave, through the medium of your newspaper, to 
inform ihose two claimants, or any other who may 
think of starting a similar claim, of a desideratum ' 
which they must supply before they can hope to sue* 
ceed in establishing their point. It is the original 
patent of nobility creating an Earldom of Perth, which 
has long been aniissing. It appears to have been 
taken out of the charter chest at Drummond Castle by 
a General Erskine, then governor of Stirling Castle, 
and whose receipt for it is the only document showing 
that such a patent had ever been granted. Mr Drum* 
mond, to whom the estate, of Perth was restored, and 
' the father of the present proprietor. Lady Willoughby 
de Eresby, was mo^t anxious to institute a claim for 
the restoration of the Earldom, on the plea of illegality 
of forfeiture ; but the want of the patent prevented 
his proceeding, and if any of your readers have in 
their possession files of either the Edinburgh CottratU^ 
Caledonian Mercury , or Advertiser , tor the yeara ITOOy 
1791, and 1792, they will find a constant Advertise- 
ment, ofFeriiig a high reward for the discovery of the 
patent ; but it failed ; and Mr Drummond was creat- 
ed Lord Perth, a British Peer, The patent has never 
yet been heard of, and no claim can be suceesafttl 
withouf it.«— 1 am, &C. A» M. 

18th April, 1841. 
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Mr. Thomas Dtammond, the chairman of the Earl- 
jdom of Perth, has placed in our hands, a publicUation, an ex- 
Itract fpom a letter ' writen by ilie Rev. Mr. Jobson, about 
«igUleen montha agp, to the .Rev. Mr. Nicholl, of Helton- le- 

^ FcbnBnlanioillii'fb' y ou" sTys' M r. Jobson to &f r. Nioholiy the ooutents' 
of pari of tf letter I recoivei from Mr. Jardioe, whom perhaps you will 
vecollect went from Waoier to North America, asja Pesbyterian preacher. 
I trauscrite a part of his letter concerning; a person of the name of 
L'r-immond in your neighbourhood, who claims to be the legal det'endanti 
ot the nominal Duke or Perth. He said thtt nominal Duke of Perth 
was said to retire to Biddick, in the county of Durham,- under, the dis- 
^disguise of a bargeman. That Druounjnd, the present fdaimant, is the 
grands'tnof Drumftiond the bargeman, U certain; but that Drummond, 
of Biddick, was the Duke of Parih, is the point to be established. My' 
informant, who is now dead, was a Dr. Hewby, a. Roman Catho.lio 
clergyman at Silver I*ake, where he ba-i come to visit bis people. -la 
conversing about the Rebellion of 174!), I, meutioned the cause of Mr. 
Drummond, and, the only difficulty he bad— thatNDnuamopd of Bid. 
4io\t was the Duke bf Perth. -He stated that that could b# proved by the 
arcli,ives of Cardinal Duke of York, the brother of Prince Charles : that 
when he (Dr. H ) was io^Rome many years ago, he was intimate witl\ 
the Cardinal, and was after conversing with htm on .the subject, and ha 
f the Cardinal) ha i a written history of all the noblemen and gentlemen 
who had taken an interest in his brotber's affaiis, and had lost their 
lands on account of the Hause of Stuart. Dr. Hewby, could not, at 
tuis distance of time, recollect the family name, of Drummond, but ha 
recollected theiltle perfectly weK, *The Duke of Perth,.* and that there 
was a written account in that hook^^liat became of him after the battle 
of Calloded, and where he settled ia disguise. That account, with many 
other papers and letters connected with the Rebellion, will be found in 
the archives o( GsrdintU Tork, brolher.of Prince Charles. Dc. Hewby 
•aid, the only difficulty would be to get access to them. No Protestent 
aonld i>e pf rmitted to get acoess to them, nor Gutholio either, except in 
a particular way: and that was, to get some of the Catholic priests in 
Scotland or Irland to write to Cardinal Weld, who is agent at Rome for 
Scotland and lrland..and he could give orders to st^arch the archives ,of 
the lute Cardinal Tork, where, Dr. Hewby was certain, every necessary' 
document H^ou^Vhe found, to establish the fact, where the Duke ot*.^ 
Perth settled M^r t» b«ttl« of CaUoden. The point to prove is, Waa ^ 
Mr. Dran^i^ond, thebargeman of Biddick. the Duke of Perth ? Amplei 
proof will be fannd, iftthe Kbove-mentioned papers, tp settle the question.* 
Be 80 kind as traus^tt tbe above statement to Ur. Drummond, if you 
know him (or his-fiddr^s) : if not our old friend, the Rev. Mr. Nieholl, 
will, ad be is ia- that neigbbo|irhood«— with my oonipUmehta to them 

l»<ith. . i.,!,^^*. - , - ... — -r-i-^ — tr — 7 — ." * 

(Hr.TJrumroond informs us, that on receiving , liie forej^oing 

information, he made inquiries in Caibolic ^jircles, and ascer- 
biined tbnt the documents alludsd to were banded over to the 
pritiih Government, on the death of Cardinal York. An in-^ 
i^csti?ation, therefore was readily procured, and tbe fidelity ofj 
I)v. Hewby's statements wfere fully established. Mr. Druin-j 
fcnond also states to us, in reference to the alle^ death « 
James, third Duke of Perth, on ship-board, that it is true suckj 
a belief widely prevailed, and was countenanced by the friends' 
of the fugitive, to screen him from capture, but that he lonflf' 
f.survived this report, and finally died at. Biddick, leaving male 
jis^ue^. . ._ ; :.__•.. . — ...^^i . <;.^ — , 
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CLAIM TO THE EARLDOM OF PERTH. 

The Earldom of Perth having once more come before the 
public, we inserted, on the 3d inst, a few details in connection 
with the case of Mr. Thomas Drummond, of Pensher, in this 
county, pitman, who conceives himself to be the rightful heir. 
Our paragraph was copied into the Olohe, Morning Chronicle, 
Times, and various other papers ; and we have since received 
two letters on the subject — one from a London solicitor, who 
*' feels that he owes it to the profession to which he belongs, not 
to allow poverty to stand in the way of justice," and is ready 
to offer Mr. T. Drummond ** such assistance as his case may' 
deserve" — the other from the Due de Meltort, also a claimant^ 
and whose letter we proceed to give. 

16, Place Yendome, Paris, April 10, 1841.. : 

Mb. Editob,— I find in the Qlobt of the 7Lh inst,, a paraftraph takeo 
from tiie Gateshead Observer, alluding to the claim of the Due de Mel. 
fort to the Earldom of Perth. 

I must request of you to state, that the Duo de Melfoit claims no 
estates whatever, but merely the dormant Earldom of Perth, as -heii^ 
male general of the family, he being the great-great-grandson, by his 
second marriage, of John Drummond, Earl and Duke of Melfort, second 
son of James, third Earl of Perth. 

The estates were restored (in fee simple) in 1785, to James Drummond, ' 
afterwards Baron Perth, great-grandson of Jehn Drummond, Earl and 
Duke of Melfort's first marriage, he being the nearest male heir of 
Lord John Drummoud, in whom the estates became forfeited in 1746; 
and the said Baron PerUi disposed (which the Act of Parliament entitled 
him to do) most naturally of his property, in favour of his only daogh- 
ter, who is thn female chief of the family, and who would be Couutess 
of Perth, were it a female Peerage: (the limitation is to heirs-male 
whatsoever). 

The official report of the death of James Drummond, third Duke of 
Perth, (who never was married, and fVoro whom itis stated Mr. Thomas 
Drummond is descended,) on board the French frigate the Bellone, in 
May, 1746, is to be found at the Ministere de la Marine, in the reports 
of the Ordonnateur en Chef at Nantes to the Ministre de la Marine 
dated the 7th of June, 1746. , 

Lord John Drummond, on the death xif his brother, assumed the title 
of Duke of Perth, until his death in 1747. He was succeeded by his 
uncle John, who died in 1757 ; and this second-named John was sue* 
ceeded by his brother Edwan', last male descendant of the fourtD Earl 
of Perth, who was styled Duke of Perth until his death in 1760— (see 
various military commissions given by tbe King of France, at the 
Ministere de la Gnerre, and (he Archives de I'Etat Civil, in Paris,)— 
when the representation of the family reverted to James Drummond, of 
Lundin, grandson of the Earl of Melfort's first marriage,' who was 
served heir to the Earls of Perth in Edinburgh, in 1766, and assumed 
tbe title of the Earl of Perth, which had been dormant since the death 
of the fourth Earl of Perth, on the 11th of May, 1716; to which title he 
was undoubtedly entitled, he being chief male of the family. i 

Besides, the case of Mr. Thomas Drummond must and will be de- 
cided by the^House of JiOrds, as the Duo de Melfort, to be enabled to 
succeed to bis great-great-grand-uncle, the fourth Earl of Perth, (tha 
last Peer who voted,) must prove the decease of all persons having a 
prior claim. 6. Drummond, Due dr Mblfobt. 

The Editor of the Gateshead Observer, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

Angleterre. 

We feel much pleasure in affording the Due de Melfort an 
opportunity of laying his claims to the Earldom of Perth 
before the public of this neighbourhood, particularly as we do 
not find them disajrreeing with the statements of Thomas 
Drummond, save on the particular point on which tbe whole 
case hinges, viz., whether James, the third Duke of Perth, 
died on boai'd ship unmarried, as is believed by the Due de 
Melfort* or whether he did not marry at Hougbton-le-Spring, 
in the year 1749, and die at Biddick, (both places in thi:i 
county,) in June, 1782, leaving male issue, from whom the 
claimant, Thomas, is descended. We know nothing of the 
case, it is only right to say, except from tbe statements of the 
parlies* ' " > " ^ . 
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the Cardinal, and was often contetwng witfrtim ontBrTuBi eBt anu flf 

K i?f l**?!"?^^ •** ' .* '^'^'"®? ^^^^""y "^ J*'' *^« n.>bleai«n and gentlemen 
VB ''**5 '**<1 taken ao interest in hw brother's avails, and had lost their 
a ftJ?. V*; account of ihe House of Stuart. Dr. Hurly could not, at 
;..'2 Sil^ii /*?^u or time, recolleet the family name Dniminond, but he 
W Sj TOiollected the title jwrfectly weK, « The Puke Qf Perth,' and that there 
' ^ JUiSt* 'Vo'^? account of bim in that boak-What became of him after the 
battle of Culloden, and where he settled in disiruise. That account, with 
jnanifltber rajjers and letters connected with the Bebellion, will be found 
in th#Jiarchives of Cardinal T ork, brolher of Prince Charles. Dr. Hurly 
•aid, the only d|fBcully would be to gvt access to them. Np Protesta t 
^ttld be permitted to get aioess to them, nor Catholic either, except ia 
-_s ? particular way: and that was, to get some of the Catholic priests ia 
^^ Scotland or Ireland to write to Cardinal Weld, wjio is agent at Rome for 
, ascot and and Ireland, and he could jjive orders to s^a^ch the archives o f 
the late Cardinal York, wher«. Dr. Hurly was certain, everv necessaiy 
1 document would be found, to establish the fact, where the Pake of 
Mfc 5? •'*"^*'** ^'V' '^* V^^o of Culloden. The point, to prove is, Was 
■ ■ f!rP'""7'™®P^'"ie^>Wmanof»|ddiisk,^^^ Ample 

proof win be found, m the above-mentioned papers, to settle the question. 
»e so kind as transmi^heuftbove etatemeptrto Mr. Drummond, if you 
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know him (or bis addnesa) :' if not, our old friend, the Rev. Mr. Nicholl, 
will, as he is ui .tb(^ neighbourhood—with my compliments to theni 
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both, 
^r. Drummond iriTorms us, that on receiving the foregoing 

inlormation, he made inquirie#in Catholic circles, and ^KJer- 

r taineg that the de ments alluded \% w li^Hlirt mil Hi llii 

^*'^^^'*^*W"iiMii on the <ieath of Cardinal York. An in- 
vcsti.sration; therefore^as readily procured, and the fidelity of 
• J t''^^'* statem€m^^as fullv established. Mr. Driun. 
mond also states to us, m reference to the alleged death of 
James third Duke of Perth, on ship. board,i that? t is true such ,<lr,#-i^^^^ 
% 1 ^»dely prevailed, and was countenanced by the friends 
of the fugitive, to screen him from capture, but that :he long 
survived this report, and finally died at Bi4dick, leaving male 
issue. •• ., 

Shotley BftiDGE TEEXWhMirFESTiTAL.— The tce- 
tot:Ie:s and Rechabtes of Shot ley Bridire held tbeir annual 
festival on Easterf^ Monday. The Rechabites, 60 in number, 
headed by the Nent Head festival band, talked in procession 
trom their tent at Benfieldside, carrying appropfjate flags and 
bartners, and wearing ffee insignia o^ the order. After vis-ting 
Messrs. Annandule, Richardson, and Wilson, in token of re-' 
^ect and gratitude for their srepf^rosity i.i^lindWg materials 
tor. the erection of a large tent, tl>e RecB&Bues joined tJieir 
friends, and the whole pattv, arn'>unting to 1 ,156, partoo)c .pf 
tea rri fer the spacious awnji . alhuled, t >. Addresses were thtn 
made on the principles of ?fial abstinence, when several came 
^rward anil signed the pleds^'e ; and in the Wesleyan apd 
Fremitive Methodist chapels the claims of Temperance were 
anvoeated by Messrs. Rewi-a^^tle, Wears, Mackenzie, &c. Our 
cor ^^Dondsnt adds :— « J. Rich rUon, Esq„pres(pn .d the Teeo- 
^ k^oc^ty with 260 tea «'.«» for the occa^ou. Thomas Wilson, 
Jj,sq^ also made the society a present of £l. On the books of 
ine i eetotal Society, we number upwards of four hundred^the 
Kechabites above sixty." 
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EARLDOM OF PERTH. 

SUMMONS OF REDUCTION, DECLARATOR, &c. 

Thomas Drummond of Biddick; against th^ 
Right Honourable Clementina Sarah 
Drummond, Lady Willoughby de Eresby, 
and Husband, &c. 

William the Fourth, &c Our will is, and w^ 

require, that on sight hereof ye pass, and in ou| 
name and authority lawfully summon, warn an<) 
charge the Right Honourable Clementina Sarah Drum* 
mond, Lady Willoughby de Eresby, daughter and heii 
VJhitlQffi ^^f the d ecpaaed Captain James Drummond 

r "«f"riC«"^'' «*"u utuers merein mentioned : I 

\^A i^if/'"'®'*'^ ^V"^^ «^ Thomknock, Cu 
and others, granted by the said John, Duk 

'nd^'isf/n^ Til^?/'^^ Drummon'd,!^ 
nd assignees, dated the day of 

Instrument of sasine following upon the f\ 

in?i. w"""^ "^^ '^^ «"d Captain J^mes dJ 
and his foresaids, dated the day of I 

P'^edat the day of 

bv' ihT^JV^'^T'^'"'' and^Msignati 
by the said James, Lord Perth, of his w^ 
comprehending the Earldom of Perth 
to and in favour of William KeiUiV Cha 
aforesaid, and Hugh Bremner, Efqw , acc^ 
I Edinburgh, m their order, as trustSs, foj 
es and Purposes therein mentionedTdated 

^ 15"^^'. ^^ • ^'^'"' Instrument of sa 
g thereon, m favour of the foresaid trus 
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retoured to the decease^ 
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TH£ lUustrioas House of " Drummond ' 
exalted situation and high character of the 
alliances and connexions they have forme 
iluence that must have heen derived from t 
of rank, nobleness, and consequence, and 

The vicissitudes of human events, wit 
curred during the last century, have comb 
joyed them in all their splendour, and pi 

fail ' 
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JOHN DRUMMOND,— SECOND Earl cj 
r brother. — He was a nobleman of great leal 
rles 1. for which he suffered severely, by fim 
s married Lady Jean Ker, eldest daughter oi 
ied in 1602, about the age of eighty, and w^ 
JAMES DRUMMOND,— THIRD Earl , 
lerty in the counties of Perth and Forfar, 291 
, in 1639, Lady Anne Gordon, eldest ^Qghl 
t sons were— I. James Drummond, (who su4 
immond, of Lundin, Earl, and afterwards; 
aches, — ^the Perth Ducal Branch, carried o( 
the joonger son, John* 
He died 2nd June, 1675, and was sncceedci 
JAMES DRUMMOND, fourth Earl, 
r5, — He was served heir male of his father | 
This distinguished nobleman, bom to high 
Ltive, and endowed, moreover, by nature witj 
ich he lived ; — he received the first rudimt 
ihed mother, and, in due titne, was sent to 
ich he yisited France, and remained for a o 
his exemplary deportment, and high attainm 
•St) — 18th January, 1670^ Lady Jean Doug] 
it Marquis of Douglas ; — by this lady he 
vmmond/' &c« — who succeeded him, and oft 
79, Lil ias Drummond^ daug htei 



y 



It is necessary, and extremely importail 
ossession of the family honours and estatei^ 
Drizon, and apprehensive that it might, in| 
[ fall and undisturbed possession of all thd 
lake a resignation in the King's hands, i 
oroner, and Forester of Strathem, Glenaij 
nd the heirs male, procreate, or to be procc 

fttsoeyer, &c« &c« — whereupon a charter 
J are particularly enumerated, dated in 
JAMES DRUMMOND,— FIFTH E. 
Qcceeded bis father in 1716 ; — bom about) 

He was educated chiefly under the 
spoused the cause of the Stuart family ; 
oon actively engaged in the commotions of 
nd was at the siege of Londonderry, at Li 
inding all the plans for the restoration of 1 
Scotland about 1692 ; — at this time hh 
>romisiDg to transport himself beyond seas 
afterwards be went over to France. It i 
iowager of James IL On his return to S 
ferences running very high ; — again active 

!>ecome^as was asserted, heir to the cr 
apen ^"■■■**^ .. « ,_ i 

^tanf 
vas 

Feel 
Sig' 
jud 
wt 
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'est collateral Heir Male ; be it enacted by t 
Successors, to ^ve, ^rant, and dispone to 
[ by the Investitures of the said estate, h. 
y the l.ands. Lordships, Baronies, Fisheri 
[is said late Majesty by the Attainder of th 
d, and which were annexed to the Crown af 
hundred forty seven Pounds, One Shillings 
old into the said Court of Exchequer, asaiV 
heirs male^ as formerly devised ; — it is ev 
u, by using the words, *' John," &c« ** Bn 
I, &c. now if the evidence herewith adduce 
moment be doubted, it follows, 4 priori, th; 
■or and misrepresentation, to say the least r 
fiuous to give any consideration as to who \ 
1, and the present possessors appear to ho) 
eirship of John should be misunderstood, ii 
I have been, the heir, if James had been a 
jf at the time, nothing had descended, or k 
lot in a situation to inherit, or derive, — not 
forfeited by the attainder of James Drum 
er of John Drummond (his younger brotb 
t we come to treat of James Drummond, the 
He (James Drummond, — 5th Earl, and ^ 
JAMES DRUMMOND (h is eldest Son, ait 



the course the Duke of Perth pursued wa^ 
back, with great precipitancy, and it is in tlf 
of that day, at a considerahle distance from \ 
place, among his friends, somewhere in Scot 
to that effect is strong, and persons tiving h^ 
Sfrand&thers or ancestors, till the vigilance 4 
accounts relating to the Duke of Perth, ahd 
ly in the neighlmurhood of Drummond Cai 
country, as he had heen in use to ride at thd 
time, his body of Guards, through Michaelni 
usually assembled to buy and sell cattle, hors^ 
appearance and person familiar to all, and cQ 
going north to join the chieftains, at the | 
exclaimed, as if conscious of, and anticipatif 
bonny Drummond Castle, and my bonny Laij 
bis mother usually resided, and lived therel 
a female dress, barefooted and bareheaded 
press, or closet, or recess of some sort, wb 
room, to carry on the search, when he g 
Scotland, and settled in the north of Englai 
gar, and has been recognized repeatedly, 
be called one day at Drummond Castle, 
hamming the song of ** the Duke of Perth's 
when he got into his own apartment, he cri 

him9> 

that 

\7as 

his) 
verj 
be} 
to;« 
an^uj 

tfabcf 
hi 
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tere was another^ and a veiy strong, motivi 
lat in many cases^ offenders of various des/ 
est to impossible to trace or dislodge theitf 
idden danger or alarm, to have put their r 
irthy where he might have remained^ impf 
snlence^ probably^ thaa being secluded fr^ 
d regions^ or deliberately walk into the <| 
QD, and assistance of the owners and mani 
tvader^s own life would^ very probably^ q 
fesome and disorderly times. [ 

It appears that James Drummond^ 
seller of ahoes^ for he employed real sh< 
tag to lull suspicion^ and to give him the 
uainessy howevar, he soon declined, for 
Ks by it. 

We now approach an important 
ess and hospitality, as &r as their means 
ames Drummond, their forlorn and unfoi 
nterest they took in his concerns ;•— this 
hip, which, not long after, sprung up inl 
bhn Armstrong was a daughter, named 
lisposition and manners;— of her, it app< 
hey w^e married at the Parish Churc] 
leia' 



isr 
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had an interview with ttaron Perth am 
rendered abortive by hid untimely death. 

His (James Drumfnond's) ddest dB 
horn at Biddick^ and christened at the I 

Tl^ is the Mrs. Ann Atkinson^ 1 
ugnal service in elucidating the history a 
ind though now far advanced in the seveD 
she is rather deaf^ but her recollection ancl 
days^ are nevertheless sound and good j 
her early days must have been passed aii 
must have had intercourse with some 
is to be traced to the example she had in 
present occasion, will manifest the fund c 
her own knowledge^ the occurrences and 
of her testimony 

He (James Drummond) had a yoi 
Biddick, and christened at Penshaw Cha; 

This is the Mrs. Elizabeth Peters, \i 
ed. — Mrs. Peters also is still living, and tfa 
to Mrs. Peters, who, it will be observed j 

James Drummond had other child] 
present case, it is not thought necessary 1 

sct^ - r 

acf 

or 

]/ 
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Much interesting infoniiation may be de; 
e battle of Culloden (April l6th, 1746). I 
ther^ Alexander Mackintosh, who (with a 
st day at Culloden^ but were too late) cam 
id several persons of distinction, were on 
at mornings and the account Alexander M 
besmeared with his own bloody which flow 
thrust of a spear, or some such weapon.' 
forementioned (dated l6th Aprils 1747)fi 
iddick, and which contains (inter alia) this 
rhaps^ the most important part of the testii 
ughters, Mrs. Ann Atkinson, and Mrs. £f 
noD, from the effects of the injuries he i 
en a desperate wound; — it was a cut, on I 
jury, had l)een rendered shorter than th| 
what had done that?" he replied, — '^myj 
It" ; 

The instances that might be adduced, 
M, are almost innumerable, but it is presi 
credulous, and therefore it is deemed un 
lelf, hereunto annexed, for a full demons 
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Upon the whole, this story is mad< 
naly too monstrous to be sustained for 
It happens, fortunately for the f 
account giyen in his book of James Drut 
tunately again, the hand that adminst 
brought forward in the present case, at 
" The Rev. David Malcolm, L I 
** acquainted with local accounts of ne 
*' mood, which is the chief seat of the i 
** respect to this ancient family, as well 
** of this distinguished family, — &c. — 
** noble and ancient House of Drummon 
" the said work from various Manuscr 
laid before him (Dr. Malcolm) by th< 
bring the family Memoir down to th< 
ly called the Duke of Perth, who was 
from such materials as were given bin 
at sea, on the 13th May, 1746, from t 
ports in this district of Perth. — Tha 
nkeofPerth, survived that perl 
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t is to saj, as hr as it relates to the Perth 

tvrong person, — and, — secondly,T-becaiis6 

m the Estates were granted, was not his le| 

it to be considered as ^^{7/ vested in the cr< 

se of Drumniond, in such way, and by suci 

The Act (of Attainder) 19. Geo. II. (174 

3rth ; — John Drummond, taking upon hims 

I himself the title of Duke of Perth," — (am 

r46, did, in a tratorous and hostile manner 

ealm, contrary to the Duty of their Allegia 

r their said offences. Be it therefore enaci 

te Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Comn 

the said James Drummond, taking upon hii 

itle of Lord John Drummond, Brother to Js 

;ons named) — ** shall not render themselves 

le year 1746, and submit to Justice for the ' 

^re, naming all the persons) '* not rendering 

le said i8th. Day of April, in the year 1746 

OSes whatsoever, and shall suffer and forfeit 

»rfeit ;" — &c. — &c. 

II' r n 1 1 1 I I 
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Considerable information relating^ to the 
sty be gained from a pamphlet, intituled, ' 
the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain. 
Duke of Melfort, &c. Heir Male, and chit 
of the Two Houses of Parliament of the U 
Before entering into a detail of the part 
the person, calling himself ** Count Melfot 
ito annexed), '* waited on Mrs, Elizabeth 
of any family documents to shew him, as '. 
tor the restored family estates, which, as 
fully reward her for her services ; — upon 
and his sans^ were alive, as they were lint 
irived the battle of Culloden, and who hai 
ago. The Count stood amazed at this j 
that no male issue of the Duke existed, th( 
chagrined and disappointed.'* 

It would seem that Count Melfort also 
> the estate of Perth, on the assumption th^ 
It is understood that this person (Count 
3n of James Drummond, third Earl of Pert; 
ither of James Drummond, commonly callei 
lond was born 8th August, 1650, and did 
lelfort, on the 20th April, 1685, by King J 
IC^ bv natent. datftd 12th August. 1686. ■ 




la 



** Lord James Drummond^ ag;ei 
'* I cerSify that the above is a faithful Extract 



" 1, William Williamson, Vice-Consul to ll 
" may coocern, that the above signature is of t' 
" for the British Factory at Lisbon, and that fa 
" Judicature or thereout. 

•* Given under m 

" These Certificates from Lisbon are furti 
" other things) the register of burials of persoi 
" the 30th. of December, 179S, and now remai 
" Vicar-Generars Office, Doctor's Commons.' 

" 17S0, 
** August the thirteen! 



ilocnment&lLanDcars certain 
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'^ importance made him a fit person to be i 
" public and private interest." ' 

" The Duke of Melfort proceeds.— ^ 
'* Counsel, both English and Scotch, nami 
*^ Messrs. Matthew, Ross, Fletcher, Th<{ 
'^ proper manner, and with adequate meant 

*' In support of the statement, that thi 
'* lected from divers charters among the P 

Extracts from some of these are subjo 

•* Upon the 11th day of October, 168t 
** strict entail of his estate, and soon afterjj 
*' James Lord Drummood, by King Jamd 
"to whom the title was soon after limited' 
'' received a new patent to himself and his 
" ated, or to be procreated, whom failing, 
*^ to the heirs male of John the second Ear 

** After this another Charter of • no\ 
" tioned ; this Charter is dated July 13th, 
" some particular persons ^ for sinister pi 

" Under the recitement of the Act of. 
** the Duke of Melfort cannot but feel a coii 
" British Parliament was induced to the s^ 



1.* 



of what oiaer proceedings may be requisite for | 
but leaving the same open for him to pursue in 
thereon. 

Here Count Melfort*s book concludes* 
Prefixed to the book is a genealogical table [ 
thus designated. '^ John alias James Drummd 
their Restoration in 1784, and by favor som^ 
sue— -** Clementina^ only Daughter^ now wife ol 
With regard to the credit due, or not due, tq 
lance of the book has been fairly laid down befo| 
JAMES DRUMMOND, eldest Son and H^ 
aptized at the Parish Church of Houghton-le-S| 
fHoughton-le-Spring, April Snd. 1776, Marga] 
loried at the Chapel of Penshaw, on the 11th F^ 
His Relict is still living. — They had severj 
lOND, the Claimant, who was born April 
spring, June 17tb, 1792. 

JAMES DRUMMOND was, as has heed 
occupation to the time of his death, or as long a^ 
before-mentioned as so predominant with pituH 
iccordingly. 

It has been remarked before herein, that J 
of the Act for the restoration of the forfeited es| 
them ; but it may be asked, — why did bis eldes 

Kfil 

tol 
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li 
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he has, with the assistance of a few i 
render his case irresistible, and, it is 
that James Drummond, commonly ca 
and such proof, thoug^h not an absoh 
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In fine, — the essence of the. 
House of Drummond has neyer I 
to this hour. The Estate of P 
Heirs of the former Owner, agre 
Parliament for granting to the I. 
Honours of the Earldom of Per 
mond, Foarth Earl of Perth, in 
James Drummond, Esquire, co^ 
ever since continued, and do sti 
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You will be pleased to perase and 
nd evidence annexed, and gire your d 

1st. Is it adyisable that the cli 
cnre himself to be served H 
after the battle of Culloden 
purpose, would such E^ide 
and if, and when received, w<i 
reported death of the said j| 
be proved ? 

2nd. Are the circumstances of tl 
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NEW PAINSHAW, NEAR HOUGHTON-LE-SPRING, 
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H£l illafitrmus Houfit^ of "DBUMttoND^ 
majr date its origin from a very remote pe- 
riod o£ antiquifyi and, whether we look at 
l^e exalted siitoatioh and' high character of 
the individuate, the eminent station they 
have held? in the very highest ranks of so- 
cfety, the allianceg and connexions' they 
have formed, not- oikly with many Nobte 
but also^ with' Royal Hofasesy added' to the weight and influence 
that must have been derived from' theit great wealth and. extent 
siVe possessions, they §bttn altogether aii instance of a unitic^n of 
iank, noUeness^ and oonseqnence, and idl cimverging in one i&m 
mily,' that is* almost without a paralleK 

The vicissitudes of -humaor events, '#hh' the fluctuations ini pr^ 
petty, and the convulsidns of nations and empires that have ooonr« 
red during the last century, have combined to wrest these honours 
and that property from the hands of those who formerly enjoyed 
them in all their splendour, and place them in others that appelar 
to be not legally or justly entitled to tliem :*— to endeavour to- te* 
cover these honours and possessions from' the hands that- now so 
hold them, and restore them to those which appear *to be ftifly 
and justly entitled to them> is the abject of the present suit. 

In the subjoined statemetitof the genealogy or pedigree of' the 

'** Drummond" family, it wiHr be sufficient, perhaps^ to give a kiiid 

of general abstraet or analysis of.it, from the time of the founds 

4ip' to the pmod wlieiy thtfidigiiil^a and possesskma came ima! the 
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liaiid* of thoie who, by the tnoMcttont of their day, cniiod boom 
duugeordiflTerenoetoariieitithe carrent of the titles and the pro- 
perty ;— -this will be found to be about the time of "James (Drum- 
mond) the fourth Earl of Perth," who flourished in the reigns of 
King James II. &c. and died in the year 1716: from that period 
to the present time, the aoceunt of the family and the snooession 
will be rendered with all possible amplitude and fidelity. 

This genealogical account or pedigree has been gathered firam 
records and general history, from books or accounts, and from such 
traditional or other information as could be obtained : — the state- 
ment is bdieved to be, in genera! correct :-^ttiere are paasages, 
however, (copied fh>m printed books) in which it is known to be 
otherwise, but these will be noticed and ex|dained in their proper 
places : this observation paiticulariy applies to the accounts of the 
«< Drummond" family, inserted herein, and as contained in, and 
taken from, the two following works, viz.— 

" The Peerage of Soottand, containing a historical and geneakk 
'' gioal Aocoust of the Nobility of that Kingdom," &c. &c.— '' By 
''Sir Robert Dougka, of Gienbervie, Bart— Second Edition. 
^ Reviaed and correoted, fta &c by John Philip Wood, Esq^ — In 
'* two Vdomes» fbUa— fidinbuigh, 1618." 

and 

** A genealogical Memoir of the most Noble and Ancient House 
''of Drumflsoiid, and of the several branches that have sprung 
** fima it," &c &a— '' By David Makolm, A. M." (irflerwardt 
LL. D.) OcUvo. "Edinburgh. IBaa." 

The first of this ancient fimily who setdedin ScoCiaDd is said to 
have been '* Maurice," a Hungarian, who, about the year I067f 
accompanied Edgar Athelii^ (the righfiil heir to the crown of 
fingknd) and his sister, Margaret, in their flight fnm England 
{te escape the destruction that threatened theni^ from the power 
^ their eom|>etitor, William, Duk^ of Normandy, who had now, 
liy conquest, obtained the cttiwn of England), and landed with 
tiwm (after having encountered a dreadftil teanpeat in the German 
Ooesn) in Scotland, where they were kkidly received fay Mideolm 
Canmore, King of Scotland, at his palace of DumlenaKiBe f^— -the 
Idi^ was so struck with the beauty and aceomplishmenta of Mar- 
garet, that he shortly afterwards married her, and made hat Queen 
of SeoUand. King Malcolm generously and liheeally rewarded all 
those noble strangers who had accompanied Ike Prince £dgsr 
Atheling and his sister Margaret, to Scotland, and, in in eqwdal 
•n^iiiMii . ahewed ^^ Icitul fiadimr he entatftainfld tounaiids Aiaarkse« 
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liie Hubgiinan, to whose skill in seaman^ip win said to be owiaag 
the preservation of the lives of the royal party, in gratitude £br 
which, Makolm oonfen-ecl upon him high honours and endowments, 
appoi&tuig hkn Seneschal, or Steward of Lennox, and asa^^ning 
to him varioBS kads, among the rest, the lands of " Drymen/ ot 
^ DrumoiMid,'' (in Stirlingshire) from which Uie family afterwardi 
took its name ;->-49be king also assigned to him, for his armorial 
bearing, three bars, wavy, or undy, gules, in allumn to his having 
been the sucoessfol conductor of Queen Margaret through the aeji 
to Scodand. As a mark o£ Queen Maqj^aret's esteem, Maurice 
Drummond received in marriage one of her maids of honour, and 
fiwB tiieir children are diescended all the families of Drummond t 
"■■ he died about 1093, and waa succeeded by his eldest son, Mai* 
eohn DruBimoiid, named aifter his master and bene&ctor. King 
Malcolm. 

Malcolm Drummond, who, on the death of his fiither, Maurice^ 
became second Thane of Lennox, died about 1130> leaving a son. 
Maurice Drummond (named after his grandfiither, the Hunga* 
rian) who again left male issue, that, in regular sucoessioe, cama 
into possession ai the titles and estates of the family, which ap« 
pears to have increased, in honours and affluence, as one generation 
succeeded another ; — some instances may be particularized : 
Sir Malcolm Drummond, who succeeded about 1180. 
Malcolm Beg Drummond succeeded about lSOO;-*-lie was of 
great note among the nobles of Scotlaiid, and possessed of greal 
wealth ;-»he lived to the age of ninety years. 

Sir John DrumoxiAd succeeded about 1346,-— married Marjr 
Montefex, eldest dmghter and oo^heiress of Sir William de Mod* 
t^x. Justiciar of Scotland, and chief of a great and andent 
family ;•*— by her he had four sons and four daughters ; — the eideiEtt 
son. Sir Malcolm Drummond, sncdseded him ;-«-fai8 eldest daugi^ 
ter, Aimabella Drummond, celebrated for her exquisite benuty, 
and distinguished merit, msirried, in 1377) ^e eldest son of the 
High Steward of Scotland, Eari of Oa^ck, Seneschal of Scotland, 
and heir apparmt to the crown ; on the death of King Robert II. 
he ascended the throne, as King Rdbert III. and was crowned, at 
Sooon, with his Queen, Annabelk, in September, 1390;-^they 
had two sons, anrl two daughters ; David Stuart, l£e eldest son. 
Prince of Scodand, Duke of Rothsay, and Earl of Atholl and Cajv 
rick, died in 1401, without issue. James (the second son) sue* 
ceeded to the. erown of Seotland> in 1406, by the style of King 
James L^^mbB married Jane, Seymour, daughter. of the £ari of 
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Somenet, Aid di«d «t Perth, in 1487* leaving a mm, iHrt beauMf 
Khag of Sootland, by the style of King James II. 

Afler another interval, we find Sir John Dntmmondy of CargiU 
and Stobhall, who tooceeded to the fiNnily honours and estates in 
1470;«*-«4n January, 1487-8* he was raised to the d^^oity of the 
Peerage, by the title of Lord Dramniond :-^n 1491 he baik a 
strong castle, or mansion, to which he gave the naaae of Dram- 
mond Castle, and which has ever since been the chief seat of the 
£unily ;-*-he died in 1519, having attained nearly die age of eighty, 
and was sacoeeded by his great grtfidaon^ David Drummoliid, the 
second Lord Dnimmond, but who, being very yoong, became the 
king^s ward (King James V.) he died in I57I9 and was s a c cc eded 
by his eldest son, Patrick, third Lord Drammend, who died idioiit 
1800, and was succeeded by his eldest son, James,- Iburtii Lord 
Dnimmond, and first Earl of Perth ;— he was (by King James VT. 
of Scotland, and L of Bngknd) created ''£ari of Perth," by Pa- 
tent, dated 4th Mardi, 1606, to him and his heirs male whatso- 
ever ;— he enjoyed his honoors for a short time only ; he died at 
Seton, on the 18th December, 1611, in the 21st year of hn age; 
— Jie was married, bat had no aons, wherefiMre his estate and lH>- 
nours devolved upon his yomiger brother. 

JOHN DRUMMOND,-HBB0OKD Eabi. op Pxrct,— who 
succeeded to the title and estates, in 1611, on the death of bis 
dder brother.*— He was a nobleman of great learning and inte- 
grity, and of unshaken loyalty and attachment to his Sofw&eigth, 
King Charles T. for which he suffered severely, by foes inflicted 
on him and his fimiily, during the period of the usurpation of 
Cromwell ;— -he married Lady Jean Ker, eldest dau^^ter of Ro- 
bert, first Earl of Roxburgh, by whom he had four sons and two 
daughters;— he died in 1662, about the age of eighty, and was 
eucceeded by his eldest surviving son. 

JAMES DRUMMOND,— THiBD Eabl of PxR<#R,--8ncceed. 
ed his lather in 1662, — was served heir male of htm in his property 
in the counties of Perth and Forfiur, 23d September, 1662, and in 
general of him the 29th of the same month. He married, in 1639, 
Lady Anne Gordon, eldest daughter of George, second Marquis 
of Hundy, and had issue two sons, and one daughter. The sons 
were — 1, James Drummond, (who succeeded as his heir) fourdi 
Sari, and afterwards Duke, of Perth,— «nd,— -2, Jc^n Drummond, 
of Lundin, Earl, and afterwards Duke, of Melfint. By these two 
sons, the house of Drummond divided into two branches^— tire 
Perth Ducal Brandi/ carried en by the elder eon, Jamesj^^^^and 
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ijheltundin^ orMekEbrt Ducal Branch, carried. on jby the younger 
.8an> John.' 

He died 2d June, 1676> and was succeeded by his -eldest son, 
.James Drummond,. fourth £arl,. and afterwards Duke, of Perth. 

JAMES DRUMMOND, fourth £arl, and afterwards (first) 
'DuKS OF FsBTHi-rbom 1648,— -succe^ed his father in 1675.-— 
He was served heir male of his father 1st October,I675. 

This distinguished nobleman, born to high rank, possessing 
^eat wealth, and standing high in the favour of his sovereign and 
r^dative, and endowed, moreover, by nature, with extraordi3;iary 
talents, makes a conspicuous figure in the annals of the period in 
which he lived;— he reoeiv^ed the first rudiments of instruction 
under the pious and attentive care of a most excellent and accom- 
pbshed mc^fi;r, ai|d, in due time, was sen;t to the university of 
St. Andrew^ where jhe went«through a course of philosophy, after 
which he visited France, and remained for a considerable time at 
Paris, where he pureed his studies, and became distinguished for 
his exemplary deportment, and high attainments in literature and 
pcienoct. .After his ret^m to his native country, he married {first) 
jL8th January, 1670, Lady Jean Douglas, fourth daughter (by 
his second marrage, with Lady Mary Gordon) of William^ first 
^acquis of Douglas;— by this lady he had one son, — "James, 
Xiord Drummond," (commonly designated " Marquis of D.rum- 
xnond," &c. who succeeded him, and of whom more hereafter)— 
and two daughters: his lordship married, (secondly) in 167% 
X<i}ias Drummond, daughter of Sir James Drummond, of Macha« 
Djr, ;|md rciliel; of William^ fifth ^arl of Tullibardine ;— by her he 
^ad issue, three smis ai)d one daughjter— ^the .eldest son by this 
marriage was the Hon. Jqbn Drummond, styled Lord John Drum* 
jnond, who, on the repqrted jdeath o/ his nephew, (James Dr,um« 
mond, /commonly called Duke of ^erth) said to have taken place 
in 17^9 a^^f ^c battle of Culloden, and on the .actual death of 
Jiis other nephew, (John, brother to James, last-mentioned) conb- 
.monly tCalled Lord John Drummond, which topk place at Antwerp^ 
in 1747* assumued'the tide of Duke of Perth. He died, without 
issue, at Edinburgh, 27th October, 175J, and was interred in the 
4ibbey church .of Holyrood House. 

His lordship married (thirdly) Lady Mary Gordon, second 
(daughter of Lewis, third Marquis of Huntly, and relict of Adam 
,Urquhart, of Meldrum, Esq. by her he had issue, two sons and 
fin^e ^ughter J {the eldest son was the E[on. Ipjdw^d Pr^ramond, 
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^ommoiily called Lord Edward Drommoiid, who aln^ on tbe dtelh 
of his brother, John (above-named) asiumed the title of Doke oC 
Perth ;-«-he spent almoet all his life in France, in literary retiie- 
ment, and devoted to religions dnties, and died at ¥mna, 7^ 
February, 1760. 

To return to the (fourth) Earl of Perth:— 
His lordship was, in 1678, nominated by King Chaika II. one 
of his privy council ;^on the 1st of May, 1882, being then in the 
thirty-fourth year of his age, he was constitoted Lord Joslke Ge^ 
neral of Scotland, and appointed one of the extnocdinaiy Lads 
of Session, 16th November, same year, and in two years after, fay 
-commission, dated 23d June, 1684, he attained the most dignified 
appointment which his majesty could bestow, by being rused to 
the distinguished office of Lord High Chancellor of Scotlaad, and 
appointed Sheriff Prindpal of the coonty of Edinbargh, 16tt 
July, same year. 

His lordship continued to execute the functions of his high oft 
fice with equal honour to himself, and advanti^ to the intereats 
and welfare of his country, to the end of Charles' reign, and on 
the accession of King James II. was continued in all hi* places^ 
had the chief administration of affairs, declared himself a Roman 
Catholic, and attached himself closely to the principles and viewls 
of the reigning monarch, involving himself, by this means, in tlie 
'Calamities that ensued during that ill-fiited period, winch over- 
whelmed his family and himself; and, in the end, brought about a 
revolution in the government of the kingdom, and caused the ab- 
dication of James I J. to whom, nevertheless, the Batl at Pertii 
continued, to the end of his life, to be a warm adherent, as dM 
^so his family, his son arid heir, and his successors. 

In the fall of James was involved the ruin of his frioids and adi> 
herents. The chancellor was driven from his seat, and v^dnnta^ 
rily left the councils and the town, where his boose had been 
'plundered by a mob, and retreated to Drummond Castle ^— hero 
also the vengeance of his enemies pursued him, and, findBng the 
danger of his situation, and desirous to follow the fortunes of Ma 
master, he was induced to comply with the advice of his fxiends, 
and embarked in a small vessel at Kirkaldy fbr France, takii^ 
along with him his lady and their family ;— his flight was aoon 
discovered, and he was pursued by a long boat from Kiriuddy, f^I 
of armed men, who overtook the vessel and the fugitives near the 
mouth of the Forth, plundered the earl and his lady of all tfie 
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property tirey had on board, and brought them back prisoners to 
Kirkaldy, wh*re they were confined for some time in the common 
tolbooth of the place, and afterwards removed to the castle of 
Stirling, where he and his family remained prisoners for nearly 
four years, nor was he released till the privy council, by warrants 
of 28th' June, 16^, and 4th August following, allowed him to be 
liberated, on his giving bond to leave the kingdom, under the pe- 
ftalty of £5000. 

He went abroad accordingly, and proceeded, first to Holland, 
then passed through Germany, into Italy, and settled at Rome, 
where he resided about two years, when he was sent for, by King 
Jamedy to St. Germains, in France, where the abdicated monarch 
had now fixed his residence and court; here he was received with 
the most cordial afiection and kindness, and James heaped upon 
him all the honours and favours he could possibly bestow, and, as 
a mark of his esteem for him, and a reward of his fidelity, created 
him "DUKE OF PERTH," by royal patent, to his heirs male. 
He appointed him also first lord of the bedchamber, — Knight ot 
^e most noble O^der of the Garter, — chamberlain to the qUeen,— . 
and governor to his son, the Prince of Wales, as he was termed ; 
—he had, at a former period (in 1687)» on the revival of tlie an- 
cient Ottler of the Thistle, been invested with it, and wa^ named' 
the first knight of that most ancient and most noble order, The 
title of " Duke of Perth," however, being conferred by James II. 
after his abdication of the throne of Great Britain, was never re- 
cognized in Scotland, but as the Carl of Perth assumed the title 
of " Duke," and so also did his son, and grandson, who were re- 
spectively and commonly called, " Duke of Perth," in the historical 
transactions of the last century, they have been usually designated 
by it, although the title itself cannot be considered as a matter of 
legal right, but suffered only from the courtesy of the country. 

The Earl, or, as he now, perhaps, may be called, Duke of 
Perth, continued to reside at St. Germains, for a series of years^ 
in a state of comparative quiet and retirement, solaced by the plea- 
sures of literary enjoyment, and soothed by the consolations of re- 
ligion;— his attachment to James continued firm and' unabated, 
and on the deal^ of that monarch, on the 6th of August, I701> 
the Duke continued his friendship to the son, his ward', and dis- 
charged, with honourable zeal, the trust committed to him by his 
royal father ;— he lived to see the eventful changes that took place 
in his native country, by the accession of King William III.— ' 
and affienrards of Qae^ Anne, in whose death he beheld the end' 
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of the royal line (^ the Stttart8,*-«nd he lived long enough to kunr 
of the complete failure of the attempt of his royal pupil to regain 
the crown of his ancestors, by the suppression of the fatal rebellion 
in 17159 and the House of Hanover established on the throne of^ 
Britain. 

He died, at St Germains, on the 11th of May, 1716, in the 
sixty-eighth year of his age, and was* interred in the chapel of the 
Scots College, at Paris, where a monument of white marble waa 
erected to his memory. 

His widow (his third wife) survived him several years, and died, 
at St. Germains, in March, 1726, at the age of eighty. 

He was succeeded in the family honours and estates, by his* 
eldest son, ''JAMES DRUMMOND,"— fifth Earl of Perth, and 
second Duke,— commonly designated, '* Marquis of Dmmmond." 

It is necessary, and extremely important, to remark here, the 
wise and prudent measures this nobleman adopted to secure the 
possession of the family honours and estates to his heirs and sue* 
cessors ; — foreseeing the storm that was gathering in the political 
horizon, and apprehensive that it might, in its consequences^ in- 
volve him in the general ruin, he took the precaution, when he was 
in full and undisturbed possession of all the honours and estates, 
and before he quitted Scotland, on his exile, in the year 1687, to 
make a resignation in the King's hands, of the Earldom of Perth, 
and his whole estate, with the heritable Offices of Steward, Cwo- 
ner, and Forester of Strathem, Glenartney, and Balquhidder, &c. 
&c— -in favour of his eldest son, James, Lord Drummond, and the 
heirs male, procreate, or to be procreate, of his body, which fiuling, 
to the said James, Lord Drummond, and hisheirs male whatsoever^ 
&c. &c— -whereupon a charter issued, under the great seal, in 
which his whole lands lying in the Stewartry <^ Strathem, are 
particularly enumerated, dated in November, 1687* 

JAMES DRUMMOND,— FIFTH Earl, and bbcond Dukb, 
OF Perth, commonly designated^*' Maquis of Drummond," suc- 
ceeded his father in 1716; — ^born about 1671. 

He was educated chiefly under the care of his father, whose 
principles and polities' he very naturally, imbibed, and warmly es- 
poused the cause of the Stuart family ;— -from Scotland he went 
over to France, at an early age, to pursue his studies, and was 
soon actively engaged in the commotions of the times ;«— he accom- 
panied James II. in his expedition from Brest to Ireland, in UdSQr 
and was at the siege of Londonderry, at Limerick, and other places, 
where he made a resolute, but an unavaHing resistancei and find«« 
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Ing all the plan» for the restoration of King James utterly defeated, 
iie left the adherents of the deposed monarch, and retmmed to 
Gotland about 1692;-r-at'thi8 time his father was a prisoner in 
Stirling Castle, and when he was- set at liberty (in f693) on pro- 
mifiing'to transport himself beyond the seas, his son, -Lord Drum« 
tnond, was permitted to remain unmolested at home. Some years 
afterwards he went over to France. It was at this- time that he 
fwas appointed Master of the Horse to Mary of Modena, queen 
dowager of James 11. On his return to Scotland he found his 
country in a state of great commotion, and public disputes and dif- 
ferences running very high ; — again active measures were concert- 
ing to place the Pretender, who, by the death of his father, had 
become, as was asserted, heir to the crown, on the throne of these 
realms ; — these commotions at last, in 1715, broke out into open 
rebellion ; — ^the Pretender had landed in Scotland, and been pro- 
claimed^ and among the chieftains who had flocked to his standard, 
with their clans, one of the foremost and most important was Lord 
Drummond, who strenuously supported the cause, and was enabled 
from his wealth, his power, and his connexions, to render essential 
service ; but all was unavailing, and, \^fter some feeble efforts, on 
the part? of the rebels, te face the approaching army of the King^ 
they deemed it most prudent to seek safety in 'flight, and James 
retreated to Dundee, and from thence to Montrose ;— he was there 
closely pursued by the King's troops, and judging it advisable to 
relinquish the cause, he went on board a vessel, and,' accompanied 
by some of bis leading friends, among whom were. Lord Drum- 
mond, the Earl of Mar, the Earl of Melfort, &c. arrived a few 
days after at Gravelines, in France. — From this expedition to 
France Lord Drummond never afterwards returned: — he joined 
his father there, and continued with him till his death in 1716, and 
did not long survive him ; — he died in 1717> and was buried beside 
ihe-grave of his father, in the chapel of the Scots College, at Paris. 
Profiting by his father's example, in securing the succession of 
the family hociours and estates to his heirs and descendants, he had 
had the precaution to execute a disposition, or deed of entail, of his 
estates, dated 28th August, 1713, in favour of his eldest son, James 
Drummond ; (the person afterwards called Duke of Perth, and who 
was so deeply implicated in the rebellion, ] 745) — this deed was sus- 
tained by the Court of Session, 1719, — and afiirmed by the House 
of Lords, 1720 ;-"by this means the estates were preserved to the 
family, although the granter joined in the rebellion. 
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He was attaloted of High Treason bj Act of FarliatBent, I. Geo. 
I. (171^) by the style of " James Drumitiond^ Esquire^ oonnumly 
called Lord Drummond^ eldest son and heir upparent of the Bail 
of Perth." — In the ssme Act of attainder were included, John, 
Earl of Mar^ William Murray, Esquire, commonly called Mwqms 
of TuUibardine, eldest son and heir i^pparoQt of John Duke of 
Athol, and James, Earl of Linlithgow. 

He (James Drummond — 5th Earl, and 2nd Duke) married 
(contract dated 5th August, 1706) Lady Jean Gordon, only daugfa- 
ter of George, first Duke of Gordon, and Lady Elizabeth Howard, 
daughter of Henry, Duke oi Norfolk ,- — by her he bad two sona^ 
and two daughters,-^viz. 

1. JAMES DRUMMOND, his Heir,— (accounted 6tb Ev\, 
and 3rd Duke of Perth), bom May 11th, 1713,— died at Biddick, 
County of Durham, in June, 1782. 

(OF WHOM SEE MORE AFTERWARDS.) 

2. JOHN DRUMMOND,— commonly called Lord John Dram. 
mond; — died at Antwerp, in 1747> unmarried. 

3. Lady MARY DRUMMOND, 

4. Lady HENRIET DRUMMOND. 

Who both died unmarried. 
Upon the death of her husband (in 1717) his lady, who waa 
commonly called the Duchess of Perth, returned to Scotland, and 
for many years resided at Drummond Castle, with great respecla* 
bility ;— she was accounted a woman of great spirit and activity, 
and entered warmly into the views and measures of the Stuart fa- 
mily, — so much so, that, for her support of the rebels^ she wa^ com- 
mitted prisoner to Edinburgh Castle, 11th February, 1746, and 
liberated, on bail^ 17th November, 1746;-- on the forfeiture of the 
family estates, in 1746, she was compelled to quit Drummond Cas- 
tle, and retired to Stobhall, where she ended thei days of her long 
and eventful life, in January, 1773, aged about ninety ;-^he waa 
(as above) the mother of the unfortunate James Drummond» com- 
monly called Duke of Perth, who, so fatally for himpelf, engaged 
in the rebellion, 1745, — ^nd report and tradition say, that he was, 
in a great measure, instigated thereto, by the urgent solidtatioos of 
bis mother, and contrary to his own judgment and inclinations,— - 
snd it has been said, that though she lived to within about nino 
years of the time of the death of her son (which happened in 1793), 
she never forgave him for what she ooiisidared his lukewarmnesa 
in the cause, and never had any interciniXKB mth hiaa after the 
fiulure of the rebellion. 
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JOHN DRUMMOND, or Lord John Drummond, the second 
maa, wis educated at Douay, and finished his academic studies at 
the Soots College, at Paris ;^— he attached himself to a military life, 
and entered into the service of the King of France, for whom he 
vaised a regiment, called the Royal Scots, of which he was consti- 
tuted eolonel,-*-he retained his family attachment and predilection 
to the House of Stuart, and exerted himself on all occasions in the 
attempts lor its restoration. The rebellion haying broken out in 
Scotland, he arrived at Montrose, in November, 1^45, with his re- 
giment, and several other troops that were sent over from France, 
to support the cause of the Pretender ; he was at the battles of 
Falkirk and Culloden, and, after the defeat of the rebels at the latter 
place, he took shipping, and made his escape to France ;— -he after- 
'wards served under Marshal Saxe, in Flanders ; — after the siege 
«of Bergen op Zoom, in 17^7^ l>o was. appointed a major general 
whilst lying ill of a fever, of which he died, without issue, the 
same year, and was buried in the Chapel of the English nuns at 
Antwerp. 

He was attainted of High Treason by Act 19, Geo. II. (1740) 
hj the appellation of ** John Drummond, taking upon himself the 
style or title of Lord Jo^n Drummond, brother to James Drum- 
mond, taking upon himself the title of Duke of Perth ;" — (who, 
•(James) it is to be observed, was also himself attainted by the 
same act, and named in the list of attainted persons bef<M*^ 
John). 

It IS of importance to observe his (John's) history with attention> 
particularly in regard to two points ; — the first is, a report which 
uras circulated, that his elder brother, James, embarked in the 
eame ship with him, but died on thQ passage to France ;-*evidence, 
and, it is presumed, of the most jrrefragible description, will be 
•dduoed, to shew, not only that James did not embark mlh htm, 
but that be (James) did not embark at all, and that the story of 
his death, then circulated, was a ^sdsehood, and that he lived for 
upwards of 36 years after ;•— the next point to be noticed in John'» 
history is, that he is the individual alluded to in the Act 94, Geo. 
III. cap. 57, sea. 10, (17B4) for restoring the forfeited Estates, 
wherein it i& expressed, that — ^'Wh^eas the Estate of Perth, 
*' which became forfnted by the attainder of John Drummond, tak* 
*' ing upon himself the stile or title of Lord John Drummond, Bro- 
^ ther to James Dmmmend, taking on himself the stile or title of 
^ Dttke of Fertli, stooA devked before tiieForfUture to Heirs Male, 
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He was AttMoted of High Trawon by Act of Furliament* I. Gta 
I. (171^) by the style of *' James Drunanmod^ £sqoiie« oobboqIj 
called Lord Drummond, eldest son and heir apparent of the Eatl 
of Perth.** — In the ssme Act of attainder were induded^ John, 
Earl of Mar, Wtlliam Murray, Esquire, commonly calkd Mo^liui 
of Tttlllbardine, oldest son and heir apparent of John Duke of 
Athol, and James, Earl of Linlithgow. 

He (James Drummond--5th Earl, and Snd Duke) narrifid 
(contract dated 5th August, I7O6) Lady Jean Gordon, only daugh- 
ter of George, first Duke of Gordon, and Lady Elizabeth Howard, 
daughter of Henry, Duke o( Norfolk ; — by her he bad two sons, 
and two daughters, — viz. 

1. JAMES DRUMMONP, his Heir,— (accounted 6tb JSarl, 
and 3rd Duke of Perth), bom May 11th, 1713,-^ied at Biddick, 
County of Durham, in June, 1782. 

(OF WHOM SEE MORE AFTERWARDS.) 

2. JOHN DRUMMOND,— commonly called Lord John Dram, 
mond; — died at Antwerp, in 1747> unmarried. 

3. Lady MARY DRUMMOND. 

4. Lady HENRIET DRUMMOND. 

Who both died unmarried. 
Upon the death of her husband (in 1717) hi^ ^^iy» who w«a 
commonly called the Duchess of Perth, returned to Scotland, and 
for many years resided at Drummond Castle, with great respects* 
bility ;— she was accounted a woman of great spirit and activity, 
and entered warmly into the views and measures of the Stuart fa- 
mily, — so much so, that, for her support of the rebels, she wa^ com* 
mitted prisoner to Edinburgh Castle, 11th February, 1746, and 
liberated, on bail^ 17th November, 1746;— on the forfeiture of th« 
family estates, in 1746, she was compelled to quit Drupimond Caa- 
tie, and retired to Stobhall, where she ended the days of her long 
and eventful life, in January, 17734 sgcd about ninety ;-^e wan 
(as above) the mother of the unfortunate James Drummon4» com- 
monly called Duke of Perth, who, so fatally for hin^f, engaged 
in the rebellion, 1745, — ^nd report and tradition say, that he was, 
in a great measure^ instigated thereto, by the urgent ^olidtatioos of 
bis mother, and contrary to his own judgment and inclinations^-— 
and it has been said, that though she lived to within about nine 
years of the time of the. de^th of her son (which happened in l*J92), 
she never forgave him for what she oonsidored his luloewarmnesa 
in the cause, and never had any intercouxio vith hiiOL after the 
foilure of the rebellion. 
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JOHN DRUMMOND, or Lord John Drummond, the second 
•osii WIS educated at Douay, and finished his academic studies at 
ti>e Soots College, at Paris ;^— he attached himself to a military life, 
mid entered into the senrioe of the King of France, for whom he 
vaised a regiment, called the Royal Scots, of which he was consti- 
teted eolonel,-^he retained his family attachment and predilection 
to the House of Stuart, and exerted himself on all occasions in the 
attempts lor its restoration. The rebellion haying broken out in 
Scotland, he arrived at Montrose, in November, 17^5, with his re- 
giment, and several other troops that were sent over from France, 
to support the cause of the Pretender ; he was at the battles of 
Falkirk and Culloden, and, after the defeat of the rebels at the latter 
j^laoe, he took shipping, and made his escape to France ;— -he after- 
'wards served under Marshal Saxe, in Flanders ; — after the siege 
•of Bergen op Zoom, in 1747^ he was. appointed a major general 
whilst lying ill of a fever, of which he died, without issue, the 
same year, and was buried in the Chapel of the English nuns at 
Antwerp. 

He was attainted of High Treason by Act 19, Geo. II. (1740) 
hj the appellation of " John Drummond, taking upon himself the 
style or title of Lord John Drummond, brother to James Drum- 
mond, taking upon himself the title of Duke of Perth ;" — (who, 
•(James) it is to be observed, was also himself attainted by the 
same act, and named in the list of attainted persons before 
John). 

It is of importance to observe his (John's) history with attention^ 
particularly in regard to two points ; — the first le, a report which 
was circulated, that his elder brother, James, embarked in the 
same ship with him, but died on the passage to France ;---evidence, 
and, it is presumed, of the most irrefragible description, will be 
adduced, to shew, not only that James did not embark mlh kirn, 
but that be (James) did not embark at all, and that the story of 
his death, then circulated, was a £ilsehood, kad that he lived for 
upwards of 36 years aft» ; — the next point to be noticed in John'a 
history is, that he is the individual alluded to in the Act 94, Geo. 
III. cap. 57, sea. 10, (17B4) for restoring the forfeited Estates, 
wherein it is expressed, that-r-" Whereas the Estate of Perth, 
which became forfinted by the attainder of John Druminond, tak* 
ing upon himself the stile or title of Lord John Drummond, Bro- 
^ ther to James Dmmmond, taking on himself the stile or title of 
^ Duke of Fertl^ stooAdevkedheforetiieForfUtnre to Heirs Male, 






it 
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and whereasthe said John Dminiiumd died widumt leannn^ Imam 
Lawful of his Body, and it is not yet aaeertained who is hn 
nearest collateral Heir Male; be it enacted by the Authority 
aforesaid. That it shall and may be lawful to his Majesty, His 
Heirs and Sucoessorsj to give, grant, and dispone to the Heirs 



it 
<t 

€1 

it 

** Male of the said John Dmnunond, who wonld have been entitled 
«< 






to succeed by the Inrestitures of the said estate, had it notbeoi 
forfeited, and to the Heirs and Assigns of such Heir Male, all 
and every the Lands, Lordships, Baronies, Fisheries, Tithea, 
Patronages, and other Heretages and Estates, which became 
*' forfeited to His said late Majesty by the Attainder of the said 
''John Dnunmond, taking upon himsdf the stile or title of Lord 
*' 3Axi Dnunmond, and which were annexed to the Crown as 
aforesaid ; subject always to, and chargeable with, the Sum of 
Fif^-two thousand five hundred forty-seven Pounds, One Shil- 
ling, and Sixpence, and Three Twelfth Parts of a Penny Ster- 
ling; of Principal Moner, to be paid into the said Court of 
Exchequer, as after directed." Thus, also, it is to be observed^ 
cutting the knot, at once, of the Entail to heirs maU, as formerly 
devised ;— it is evident the act assumed the death of James (the 
elder brother) to be antecedent to that of John, by using the words, 
*' JiAukf' &C. " Brother to James," &c. as completely, as if it had 
said — John, &c« Brother to the late James, &c now if the evi- 
dence herewith adduced is deemed sufficient to prove that the feet 
was otherwise, which, we think, cannot for a moment be doubted, 
it foUows, a priori, that the act itself, and feom which such strange 
consequences have ensued, is bottomed in error and misrepresenta- 
tion, to say the least of it, consequently John could not possibly be 
the heir, and if he was not, it is quite superfluous to give any consider 
ration as to who were hie heirs, yet, on this pretended heirship, pos- 
session of the estates has been obtained, and the present possessors 
appear to hold them by no stronger a tenure than this rope of sancL 
Lest this definition as to the heirship of John should be misunder- 
stood, it is necessary to state here, that it is not meant to deny, 
that John was, or rather, would have been, the heir, if James 
had been actually dead, but the position or principle here laid 
down, is, that — Jamee being living ai the time, nothing had de- 
ecended, or could descend, to John, as heir, and if he had inherited 
or derived nothing, and was not in a situation to inherit, or derive^ 
—nothing, of course, could devolve from him,— and therefore the 
estates actually. became forfeited by the attainder oi James Drum-^ 
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mondf taking on liimself the Stile or Title of Duke of Perthj— and 
not by the attainder of John Drummond (his younger brother) as 
the terms of the act would imply. But this point will be further 
illustrated^ when we come to treat of James Drummond> the elder 
and the surviving brother^ and> undoubtedly^ the real heir. 

He (James Drummond> — ^the 5th Earl, and 2d Duke, of Perth) 
died (as before stated) in exile, in 1717> — and was succeeded by 

JAMES DRUMMOND (his eldest son, and heir)— -accounted 
6th Earl, and 3d Duke, of Perth ; — and generally styled, in the 
liistory of the times in which he Hved, " DUKE OF PERTH." 



JAMES DRUMMOND, 

SIXTH EARL, AND THIRD DUKE, OF PERTH ; 
(in common parlance.— ^' the duke of pbbth") 

Bom May llth^ 1713, — succeeded, on the death of his father, in 
1717^ being then a minor, four years of age, — died, at Biddick, 
in the County of Durham, a few days prior to the 10th June, 
1782, in the 70th year of his age, and was buried at the Cha* 
pel of Painshaw, in the Parish of Houghton-le-Spring, in the 
same County, on the 10th June, 1782. 

We hare now arriTed at the sera in this history, when we have 
to consider the circumstances and relative situation of a personage, 
of more importance, in the main, than any other in this important 
.case, for, on the precise time, and under what circumstances, this 
person died, the issue of the case must depend ;— if he actually 
did die, in the month of May, 1746, or about that time, at sea, 
or otherwise, or at any subsequent time, during the lifetime of his 
younger brother, John, (who, it will be remembered, died in the 
latter end of the year 1747)*— then there is an end of the case, as 
£Eur as concerns the case of the present claimant, Thomas Drum- 
mond, for Lord John Drummond would, unquestionably, be the 
legal heir to the &mily honours and estates ;— but if, on the other 
hand, he did not die at that time, but, on the contrary, escaped 
to the county of Durham, and. married, and had lawful issue, and 
died there, in the month of June, 1782, then, it is equally un- 
questionable, that Thomas Drummottd, his lawful grandson, and 
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lieir malm, mint be legally intitled te soeoeed to the koneors amt 
«tetct he eUdme. 

The sttbjeined aeoDmit» or hitterj, of this Jtmee DromnHm^ 
(whom we shall, for the aake of \am9kf in dksignatioii, call ** Duke 
"of Perth,"— 4»r—^' Jamea DniMMood/' generallf ) will be rendered 
with the stricteat regard to troth aad impartiality, ae lar as can 
poMiUf be aaeertained ;-— no chrcimstasees will be eoncoiled or 
miarepreaented, aa fiv aa la known,— it is thought beat, however, 
to give hia hiatory in two diatinct waya ;<— first, aa if appears tw 
be borne oat by the evidence addnoed on the present occasion ; — and 
then, aa it has been represented in history, or by report, tradition, 
or otherwise ; — ^by this mode, it is hoped, the judgment will be best 
assisted in coming to a right conclusion as to the merits of the case ; 
—it is necessary, periiapa, to obaerre here, that there is only one 
point, on which any difference of opinion seems to exist, and that 
is, the precise time of the death of the Duke of Perth ; — in aM the 
other circumstances of his life and history (that is, down to the 
time of hie reported death, in 17^) there is no disagreement;— 
on this one point, however, every thing else depends. 

First then ; — James Drummond (6th Earl, and 3d Duke, of 
Perth — ^bom May 1 1th, 1713 ; — succeeded to the honours and es* 
fates, as eldest son of, and heir to, and on the death of, his fatlier 
(Jaimes Drummond, Sth £arl, and 2d Duke, of Perth) in 17^7> 
being then a minor, fbur years of age. 

He had the estates conveyed to bim by his father, by a disposi- 
tion, or deed of entail, of the estates^ dated 28th August, 1713^ 
and exeeuted by hia fieitlier, and which was sustained by the Coart 
of Saasien, in 171^> and affirmed by the Hoose of Lords, 1720, a9 
before stated : — by thia means the estates were pveaerved to tii»* 
fiimily, althoogh the granter joined in the n^llionr (171^)« 

When he came to maturity, he obtained (in the year VJBi^) m 
Ghnrtar of Reaignatiou, under the Great Seal of Scollaad, o^ 
ALL and WHOLE the lamia, Lord^ip, Barony, and Rq;idit|n 
of Drummond, and Earldom of Perth, therein particularly nmm^^ 
faled and deserihed, which Charter of Resignation is dated iSm^ 
12th day of February,- r^atemd the 10th— and sealed tiie 12tlv 
dayw of April, all in the year 1731. 

Oo his fiUher's death, he assumed the title of Dake of Perth.— ^ 
No waa carried abroad, when very young, and received his edoo^- 
lion^ first at the Cdlege of Douay, and afterwards at the Scotet 
College at Paris, when he made great progress in academic leanu 
iiigi. aad beeama a skilful mallNSMtfi^^ 
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About the time of his majority he returned to ScbtlancT^ nvS 
applied himself to the management of his private affaii^s; and id 
the improvement and cultivation of his vast eistates. 

As might very naturally be supposed^, he had early imbibed ther 
principles df his femily, and devoted himself to the service of the^' 
house of Stuart : — he^ and his uncle John, iv^re two of the seveir 
persons, who, in l*J4iO, signed the* association, engaging themselvea^ 
to take armsy and to venture theif lives and fortanes, to restore^ 
the Stuart family, provided the Iting of France would send ovtf 
a body of troops. Patronized by France and Rome, a great effort 
#89 projected for restoring the Stuarts^ and, in the year 1745, the 
flame of rebellion completely burst forth, and involved the natioit^ 
in all the horfors of civil war ; — Charles £dward Stuart, son of the' 
old Pretender, and termed, by his adherents. Prince ChstlcB,- 
had landed in Scotland, and persondly appeared to rouse the zeal 
of his friends, and many flocked to his standard ;-^^mong the fore** 
most of thesef, in an evil hour, the Duke of Perth was induced to 
join, with all the forces he could raise, and, by his influence and 
power, was of essential consequence and service to Charles ; — ^he' 
was his first lieutenant general at the battle of Preston Pans, and' 
commanded at the Sieges of Carlisle and Stirling ;-^he commanded 
the left wing of the rebel army at the decisive battle of Culloden, 
on the 16th April, 1746, and, on the total rout of the rebels on 
that day, fled, with many others, for safety ; — ^here it is that the 
discrepancy of conflicting accounts Commences ;-^but,' as it i^ ga« 
thered from the evidence adduced on this occasion, and, as far ks 
can be judged,- from the most authentic sources, the course the 
Duke of Perth pursued was as follows r — 

He was wounded in the head and hands, in the battle, and fled, 
on horseback, with great precipitancy, and it is in the evidence of 
William Mackenzie, that he was so seen, on his flight, on the lat- 
ter part of that day, at a considerable distance from the fleld of 
battle ; — ^it appears to be beyond doubt that he obtained a sheltef*, 
or hiding place, among his friends, somewhere in Scotland, though, 
at tins distance of time, the spot cannot be ascertained, but the 
tradition to that effect is strong, and persons living have been heard 
to say, that he wias concealed in some house or houses, occupied by 
their grandfiithers or ancestors, till the vigilance of the search after 
the rebels was somewhat abated. — Among many other traditionary 
accounts relating to the Duke of Fertli, about the period of the 
rebellidn (17^5) and in commdti circuiatiton in Scotland, particu^' 
licriy in the neigfabouxhood of Drumihond' Cattle, are ihe follow-' 

c 
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ing; he was amTenaOy popalar, and gmerany known over «n the 
coontryy as he had been in use to ride at the head of hia tenantry 
and friends, called* in the eomnion language of the coantry at that 
time, his body of guards, through Midiaelmas Market, at Crieff, 
the greatest fair, at that time, in Scotland, where many thousands 
usually assembled to buy and sell cattle, horses, sheep, && &a — 
collected from all parts of the country ;— this drcurostanoe made 
his appearance and person fiimiliar to all, and disoovered him after- 
wards very easfly, when necessitated to appear in disgoise^-^On 
his going north to join the chieftains, at the time of the rebellion, 
when losing sight of his castle, he stopped, and turning round, 
cxdaimed, as if conscious of, and anticipating almost, the dangers 
and the consequences he was exposing himself to, — "Oh I — ^my 
boony Drummond Castle, and my bonny Lands I" 

Some time after the battle of Culloden, he returned to Drum- 
mood Castle, where his mother usu^y resided, and lived there 
very privately, skulking about the woods, and in disguise; — he 
was repeatedly seen in a femalo dress,, barefooted and bareheaded; 
— i<moe a party came to search the castle unexpectedly ; — he in- 
stantly got into jk wall press, or closet, or recess of some sort, 
where a woman shut him in, and, standing before it, remained 
motionless till they left that room, to carry on the search, when 
he got out at a window, and gained the retreats in the woods. — 
After he had withdrawn from Scotland, and settled in the north 
of England, he occasionally visited Strathem, in the disguise of 
an old travelling soldier or beggar, and has been recognised repea:^ 
edly, under that disguise, as his person was generally known. — 
In these occasional visits he called one day at Drummond Castle, 
when the housekeeper, at hb request, shewed him the rooms of 
the mansion ;-*she was humming the song of " the Duke of Perth's 
lament," and, having learned the name of the song, he desired her 
to sing it no more ;-*when he got into his own apartment, he cried 
out, " this is the Duke's own room," — and, when lifting his arm 
to lay hold of <me of the pictures, she observed he was in tears, 
and perceived better dress under his disguise, which convinced her 
he was the Duke himself. 

In these visits through the country, he was occasionally disco- 
YCCed by intelligent and inquisitive persons; — ^it was observed^ 
that if his castle was at any time in sight, he generally took a long-^ 
ing look at it, and shed tear8.*-It hafqpoied, one day, when he was 
receiving some entertainment in the house of a talkatijire weavetj 
that the clock struck^ upon which the weaver e3kdavnaed,y^^^'whait 



THOMAS DRUMMOND. 19* 

do yott tbink of a machine of that kind in a poor weaver's house?" 
to which the traveller (Drummond) replied, pulling out his gold 
watch, — ''what do you think of that in an old b^^r's pocket?" 
It was now, that, for obvious reasons, and to elude discovery, the 
report of his death, on shipboard, or otherwise, would be propa« 
^ gated by bis friends, and encouraged by himself, and it will be 
seen, by reference to the evidence of Mrs». Jane Hamilton, and 
Mrs. Ann Atkinson, that some such stratagem was had recourse' 
to ; — ^it seems quite clear, however, that he did escape discovery 
at that time, and found means to get himself conveyed on board 
ship, and fled to England, and landed at South Shidds, in the 
County of Durham, a few miles only distant from Biddick, where 
he finally took up his residence ;-^lt would seem he proceeded from 
Shields to Sunderland, and thence to Biddick, a situation near the 
River Wear, a few miles above Sunderland, and a place peculiarly 
calculated to afford shelter and security to a fugitive in hb situa* 
lion ;-»this will the more fully appear from the following descrip« 
tkm of the place, extracted from a work, partly topographical and 
partly historical, lately published, under the title of a " History^ 
Directory, and Gazetteer, of the Counties of Northumberland and 
Durham, and the Towns and Counties of Newcastle upon Tyne, 
— ^c. &c.—- By William Parson, and William White, 2 Vols. 
«'8va— 1827, and 1828/'— At page 271, Vol. II. is the foUowing 
account of Biddick, in the parish of Houghton-le-Spring. 

*' The village of South Biddick is in a sequestered situation, and 
'* was formerly inhabited by banditti, who set all authority at defi- 
*' ance, nay the officers of excise were afraid of surveying the two 
** public-houses, unless protected by some of the most daring of the 
" colliers, who were rewarded for their trouble. There were in 
*' the village about ten shops or houses where contraband spirits 
'* were publicly sold widiout any licence. The press-gang were at 
" one time beat out of the place with the loss of two men, and ne- 
" ver more were known to venture into it, for if they were known 
'' to be in the neighbourhood, the ' BIDDICKERS' used to sound 
** a horn, the signid for them to fly to arms ; fires were lighted in 
" various places ; the keels in the river were seized, with wbidi 
'* they formed a bridge of communication with Fatfield, (another 
*' place oh the opposite side of the river, equally as lawless as their 
" own) and kept watch and ward till the danger was past. In 
'' consequence of which it became a receptacle for such as had vio- 
" lated the laws of their country." 
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The •ondiiding pasMge of ihis artide is to ramariuU^* and of 
i^di iwtt importance to the present caie, that it cannot be omitted 
liei«, and ib deserving of partieiilar attention ;«— it is as follows ;—•- 
ihe editor says..*-'' It was here (i. e. at Biddick) the onfortunate 
^* James Drummend, commonly called Doke of Perth* took sane* 
^'tuary after the rebellion of 1745-0> under the protection of 
'' Nicholas Lambton« Esq. of South Biddick* where he lived in 
" obscurity and concealment till 1782, when he died and was buried 
^atPainshaw." 

If there were no either evidence in eaistence, it is pnwumed that 
this would* in the eyes of reason and justice* and, it is to be hoped* 
in a Court of Law* be deemed ample and sufficient proof; that the 
James Drumniond, commonly called Duke of Perth* who fled 
firam the battle of CuUoden* and Xhe James Drummond, who came 
end settled at Biddick* were one and the same povon* and ihis at 
once refutes all the stories about his alleged d^sth on board oi 

ahip. 

How long he eontinoed at Sunderland cannot exactly be asoer^ 
tained* but most probably his stay there would be very short* as 
he would be Anxious to be at Biddick, the place whidi* for the 
reasons above mentioned* seems to have been selected fiar his re*' 
treat;— it is clear he must have been at Biddick for a consider* 
able time previous to the 10th April* . 1747> the date of the letter* 
written to him, by his brother* Lord John Drumwond* from 
Boulogne* wherein it is said.—" J think yxra bad better come to 
'' France* and you would lie out of danger* as I find you are living 
'* m obscurity at Houghton-le^Spring,— -I doubt that is a dan^rerons 
*f place yet"— 4cc.-*'' you say it is reported you died on yjour pss- 
*' sage to France-^ hope and trust you will still live in obscurity.'^ 
«— &C.— &c.— much valuable evidence ifi favour of Jjsmes jDrum* 
mond's identity may be gathered from this letter* which* it may 
be observ«d* is written* to a day* exactly one year after the battle 
iof CuUoden ; — die letter says — " 1 thin^ you had better come to 
^' Fraoee."^-&c.^-thi8* clearly* would not have bei^ said* if James 
Drummond hcui been in France (i. e. after the battle of CuUoden) 
iiefoce the writing of this letter ;^t is true a repoi^* and* whsut 
js more, an opinion* has prevailed, even ^nong some ef James 
JOrummond's friends, that he did tdce shipping, in Scotland* and 
proceeded to France* and that he staid there for some time* and 
iheo returned te England;— subsequent* and better infiNrmatien* 
tf^Wfiyex, has she w^ this opinio^ to be finopeoys;-r^gayi* %he jfSts- 
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tjBT says,—'' I find you are living in obscurity at Hoaghton*le« 
"Spring," — &e.— r(HoQgliton-le-Spring is the parish in which 
Biddick is situate) — ^this shews that a commnmcation to that effect 
must have been made to John Drummond, and> there can scarcely 
he a doubt, made by James Drummond himself, for John's letter 
further goes on to say: — ''you say it is reported you died on your 
^' passive to France/' — &c. — all this demonstrates that James 
Drummond had neyer been out of Great Britain during that year 
(i. e. from April, IT'i^^ to April, 17^7) and that a correspondence 
]»y letter, had been kept up between him (in England) and his 
brother John (in France) during that time, and, if James Drum-* 
3iond did not go to France, or quit England during that period, 
he did not do so at any time afterwards, for it is dear, that he 
never quitted Biddick (at least to go abroad) after he first took up 
^is residence (there. 

It seems thajt James Drummond, on his first coming to Bid- 
dick, to<4^ up his residence with John Armstrong and fiimily> 
•persons in a very humble situation, but of reputable character in 
their station ; — the man was a collier, or, as it is usually termed 
in the country, a " pitman," that is, one who earns his subsistence 
bj hard manual labour in the recesses of a coal mine ;— that the 
local advantages, arising from the residence of Armstrong's family 
being in Biddick, was, in Drummond's case, the primary induce- 
^ent for the latter taking up his abode with them, need -not be 
questioned, but there are good grounds for supposing that 
•there was another, and a very strong, motive for selecting Arm- 
jstrong, arising from his occupation as a pitman, for it is well known> 
that in many cases, offenders of various descriptions have been 
secreted by their friends in the abyss of a coal pit, where it was 
next to impossible to trace or dislodge them, and it would ha^e 
heeu no dafficult matter for Armstrong and his family, in case of 
sudden danger or alarm, to haire put their guest down a coalmine, 
a hundred fathoms, perhaps, or more, into the bowels of the earthy 
^here he might have remained, impr^nable, for a length of tiBie> 
jind until the danger was over, with no greater inconvenience^ 
probably, than being secluded from the light of day, and his por- 
auers might almost as well attempt to enter the infernal regions^ 
er deliberately walk into the crater of Mount iEna, as ofiFer to 
descend into a coal pit, without the leave, oo*operation, and aaiiB- 
tance of the owners and managers of the pit, and, had any one 
iittempted to gain admission to the place by force, the invader'a 
4>wu Jiife would/ very probably^ have been sacrificed to his termerity^ 
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eBpedall J ta tbat kwlea diatricty and in tbose tnmUeiome and 
diaorderly timea. 

It appean that Jamea Drommond, aome time afiter hia airival 
at Biddick, oommenoed the bnaineM of a ahoemaker, or rather a 
aeller of shoea, for he employed real ahoemakera to fomiah ahoea, 
which he aold ; — ^it ia quite dear that hia object in doing thia waa 
to lull aoapicion, and to give him the ap p ea r anc e , in the eyea of 
the world, of a poor mechanic, rather than for profit ; — thia boai« 
nets, however, he aoon declined, for the beat poaaible reaaon, that 
his poor finances conld not stand it, and ho had nothing but less 
by it. 

We now approach an important epoch in his hiatory^-^us mar- 
riage ;— «11 accounts and traditions agree in extolling the kindneaa 
and hospitality, as far as their means extended, shewn by John. 
Armstrong, and Elisabeth, his wife, and their family, towards 
James Drummond, their forlorn and unfortunate guest, and the 
generous protection and shelter they aflbrded him, and the warm, 
interest they tooic in his concerns; — ^this naturally engendered 
great intimacy among the parties, and a cordial feeling of fiiend- 
ship, which, not long after, sprung up into an attachment of a 
atill stronger nature between two of them ; — among the family of 
John Armstrong was a daughter, named Eliaabeth, who is repre- 
sented to have been a person of exquisite beauty, and amiaUe 
disposition and manners ;— of her, it appears, James Drummond 
became greatly enamoured, and, the affection being reciprocal, 
they were married at the parish church of Houghton-le-Spring, 
in the county of Durham, on the 6th November, 1740, she being 
then only about 16 or 17 years of age. 

They continued to reside under Armstrong's roof, it is believed, 
finr some time after their marriage, but subsequently, and when 
they eame to have a ftmily, they removed to what was called the 
*' Boat*house ;" — this was a house, with the privilege, and use and 
profit of ^ ferryboat attached to it, all which was a boon, gene- 
rously and kindly granted to James Drummond and his family, 
by Nicholas Lambton, of Biddick, Esq. a gentleman of laige fioir- 
tune and possessions, who resided at Biddick Hall ; — ^he, it appears 
by the evidence of Mrs. Ann Atkinson and Mrs. Eliaabeth Peters, 
was well aware of the name, the origin, and the history of James 
Drummond, and, greatly commiserating his misfortunes and des- 
^tute situation, became it may be said, his protector and his 
support. 
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The same beneTolent feeling towards the Drumnond family 
was equally entertained by Miss Mary Lambton, as by Mr. Lamb-* 
ton, as well during the lifetime of the latter, as afterwards, when 
she became sole heiress to the Biddick property, and, well knowing 
the history and origin of James Drummond, and his unfortunate 
situation, she generously assisted in alleviating the diatresse* of 
him and his family. 

In addition to the occupancy and profits arising from the ferry« 
boat, he was enabled, by the assistance of friends, to commence a 
little country, or huckster's shop on the premises, of which his 
wife had the chief management, and, thus found means, though 
in a yery humble way, to support the family, which, in the course 
of about a dozen years, consisted of six or seven children, who, as 
soon as their respective ages would allow of it, were put to dif- 
ferent vocations, and his eldest son (James) was, at an early age, 
set to work in a coal mine ; — ^it may seem strange to those unac« 
quainted with the local habits and manners of pitmen and their 
fEunilies in the north of England, that James Drummond, recol- 
lecting his own origin and rank in life, should, nevertheless, con« 
sign his eldest son to the dangerous occupation of a collier, but 
there were powerful reasons for this ;— it is well know|i to be the 
custom, invariable almost, among pitmen, to make all their sons pit- 
men, and who again follow the same course with their progeny ;— 
it is a profitable, though a dangerous occupation, and boys, at a 
very early age, are enabled to take a part in it, suited to their 
years ; thus it is very common for the father to be earning great 
wages by his own labour, and have, perhaps, three or four boys 
receiving additional pay for the work they respectively perform, 
making an aggregate that furnishes ample means for the support 
of the family; — ^it is true James Drummond himself was not of 
this description of persons, but the connexion he had formed 
brought him within the influence of it, for his &ther-in«law was a 
pitman, and so were his family, and this very probably, would go 
£Bur to fix the destiny of the boy ; — ^another motive for selecting 
this occupation for the youth, might be for the better concealing 
the real state of the father's history, and giving him the appear- 
ance, in the eyes of the world, as one of the rank and level of poor 
pitmen only; — ^but, however drcumstanoes might impel him to 
yield to this necessity, and degradation almost, his real wishes for 
his son were very different, for it appears, from theaoeount of the 
Jeonily, that he was desirous to have him educated for the priest- 
hood, but the means were quite out of hia reach i«-rit is, however^ 



34 CASE OF 

only justice to his memoiy to say, that he {mid great ittestiotf to 
the education of his children, as hr as his own personal instmo* 
tkms coald go, and his qualifications for that task were eminent, 
but his porertT was a complete bar to their receiying any thing of 
public or general instruction. 

It will be asked, perhaps, why is this difuse detail giren, merely 
to shew a reason for James Drummond rearing his son as a pit- 
man, — ^to which it may be answered, that it is meant to repd a 
theoretical argument that has sometimes been advanced, milita<« 
ting against James Drummond's identity and origin, on the ground, 
that if James Drummond had really been the person he was repre- 
sented to be, it was out of the course of nature, almost inconsistent 
with common sense and reason, and highly improbable, that he 
could ever sink so low, as to be induced to deal with his child toi 
the way that he did, and inferring therefrom, that he must have 
been an impostor. It is hoped this argument has been satisfiK^torily 
answered. 

His second son, William Drummond, after having received all 
the instruction his father could afford, was put apprentice to sea, 
and, in due time became mate, and afterwards master, of a ship, 
of which he was also, latterly, part owner ; — ^he is represented to 
have been an int^igent, active, and worthy man, but his disss* 
trous and premature death deprived the family of many advan- 
tages they might probably have obtained, had his life been longer 
spared, but his ship was unfortunately run down, at sea, on her 
passage to London, by another vessel, and the master and the 
whole of the crew were lost with the ship, and, what adds to the 
horror of this catastrophe, is the inhumanity, or rather the barba- 
rity, shewn by the crew of the other vessel, who not only did not 
afford any succour to their sinking fellow creatures, but, on the 
contrary, absolutely accelerated their destructitm, by beating off^ 
their hands with handspikes, while they were clambering and cling* 
ing to the sides of the surviving vessel, and imploring assistance to 
save their lives ; — it is lamentable to think that such an atrocity 
should have been committed under no better motive than an en* 
deavour to screen themselves from punishment, and from the con* 
sequences that would most probably have ensued to them, for 
having, by their own culpable carelessness and neglect, caused the 
destruction of the other ship. These drcumstances were not db- 
oover^d till some time afterwards, when they were made known 
i>y a boy, who was one of the crew of the ship that did the mis* 
diief j**«steps were taken to bring the perpetratf^s'td justice, but. 
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frotn kpse of time^ and want of sufficient eTidenoe> tlie attempt 
'was unsuocessfttl. 

The losa of William Drummond's life, great as tlie miifortune 
liraa, of itself, was AOt the only evil consequence resulting from 
this lamentable event, for it is feared he had with him, at the time> 
a number of family papers, and documents relating to the family, 
which had been gathered tc^ether, for the purpose of making 
searehi and instituting an enquiry, as to how far the heirs of James 
DrummSnd (Duke of Perth) were intitled to the Perth Estates^ 
(which had, a short time p/etioosly, beelk obtained (by what 
means will be discussed in another place,) by the perscm afterwards 
created Baron Perth), and all these papers and documents were 
lost with him. It will be seen, by the evidence of Mrs. 'Peters, 
' that William Drummond had been in Scotland before, and had 
liad an interview with Baron Perth on the subject^ and was actively 
engaged in prosecuting enquiry, when his efforts were aU rendered 
abortive by his untimely death. . f 

His (James Drummond's) eldest daughter (^o was his eldest 
oihild also) Ann Drummond, afterwards Ann Atkinson, was bom 
at Biddick, and christened at the parii^ church of Honghton-Ie* 
Spring, t»ti the 10th June, 1750« 

This is the Mrs. Ann* Atkinson, whose important and circum- 
stantial evidence is hereunto annexed, and which has been of *feig- 
nal service in elucidating the history of the life and actions of her 
father, James Drummond, and his femily ;-^he 'is still living, 
and though now far advanced in the seventy-ninth year of her age, 
is in good general health, and in full possession of her faculties ^-~ 
she is rather deaf, but her recoUeedon and memory, though oer« 
tainly riot so acute and quick as they may have been in her yotihger 
days, are nevertheless soiind and good ;-^she appears to be a per- 
son of good natural judgment and discrimination, and, though her 
early days must have been passed among persona in the lower ranks 
of society^ yet her manners and deportment shew that she maat 
have had intercourse with some of higber order, andNhe benefit she 
has derived from this, it cannot well be doubted, is to be traced to 
the example she had in th^ superior manners and demeanour of her 
father ;-s(the perusal of her testimony, on the present occa«da> " 
will manifest the fund of information she is possesyd of, and when 
it is recollected that she is able to relate, from her own knowledgo, 
the occurrehces and transactions of times, mmre than seventy yeans 
baokj it is difiodt to appreciate it» vnloe of ber tmOimoaj* 

n 
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Be (Jiinei DrmMmmd) fasd a j^anger dngktar, BliBaMb 
Dnunmond, afteiwards Elisabeth Peters^ wbo was boni ml Bxl- 
diek, and dinatened at Painahaw Oiapel the 10th Jue, I7H. 

Thta is the Mra. Eliaabeth Petcn, whoie eridenoe, ef the Muae 
deteriptioD with Mra. Atkmaon's, is likewise hereealo iw— itcd ■ 
Mn. Felen aiaa ia atill liTiiig> and the aane remarks tkat ka^e 
' been made widi regard te Mrs. Atkinaoii^ are equally applkahle 
to Mn. Peten, wke> it will be obeerred, is bow ib the sixtj •iM 
year of her age. 

James Dmmmond had other diiMreB ; but as their kistety iDtt- 
tains nothing imm^diafteiy rdative to, or bearing npon, the prevent 
case^ it ia not thought ne ccflsar y to ndtiee them more partiadariy. 

Hating now traced the history of James Drummind, Dnkb ef 
Fertk, from the time of hb biitk, down to that of kn final and 
eelikBd resideoeeet Biddieky and shewn, sa ti sfactorily, it is hoped, 
the oonrse he pnrsoed, and the partieolars of his life and tranaae- 
tions, at every pro^lessive stage and intenral of that period, little 
aaems necessary to be added, unless it be a recital of some oocor- 
lencas that took plaoe during his residenoe there, and whmk, 
4kon^ nn&rtnnate and dfiatressfnl at the time, have neveithdess, 
in their consequences, been of senrice to the cause, in' furnishing 
mneh and ralnaUe eridenee in hia favonr, as to the great point of 
li]# identity. 

The great and disastrous deed that toidL place in the ri?er Weir, 
on tiie 17th November, 1771> and whiofa inundated a large per- 
tioo' of the adjacent country/ overflowed and carried awny, in tls 
nnnsgeOy the dwelling honse of himself and his fa«3y (i^ boat- 
hoBsa kelere deseribed) and pat their lives to imminent hazard, 
and 4e faiyli e at which had heretofore been snstrumentnl in fo- 
nishing their subsistence, was now, ifottunateiy, tke means of 
aaviog their lives, lor the ifimiily men carried set of the house in 
the ferryboat, which was ef great ee^ee en the occasien^ in sav- 
ag tke lives of many other por8ans.-^ne kouae wm a urin, and 
aoarceiy an tftide H>f furniture or property was eaved ;«^«nMag 
timir fomiture was a box or i^ntt, in which was uanally kept a 
.tanned leather psnch, or bi^, or paper caee, mUtk threo pnkM, 
^ wherem arere. contained his (James Orummond's) aosiieriyalttm 
ibook, various |mly papdrs, ktten, documents, wiitinga, te.-*«- 
.te-^iHOHong which wasn ''Dooal Patent ^ NebiMty," «s it was 
4anned> vriwn spoken ef ky him to the £uniiy,Mi«nd aiao a ftvour- 
ite diai^Mid nng, te.«i«^ ^iriiiok tUngs kad bilongad to die Damn 
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mcufii family :-4n the confusion of the moment these thiags were 
scattered about, and almost all lost^ to the deep regret of James 
Drummond, who said they would have been oftoost essential ser* 
vice and importance, if ever the estates and honours should ba re<« 
stored to the family; — he particularly regretted the loss of the 
Ducal Patent of Nobility> and so great was his anxiety affcer itj^ 
that he frequently, after the flood had subsided, wandered along 
the shores of the river, to see if chance might throw any of these 
things up again, and made all possible enquiries after them, but 
never could learn any thing — There seems every reason to believe 
that the document above mentioned, was the original Royal Patent 
granted by King James II. at St. Germains, in France,' to James 
Drummond, Fourth Earl of Perth, and his heirs piale, creating 
him " DUKE OF PERTH," as has been before related. 

These circumstances are all minutely related, and distinctljr 
proved, in the evidence of Mrs. Elizabeth Peteri^ and Mrs. Ann 
Atkinson, hereunto annexed ; and, although the loss of these do« 
cuments is much to be deplored, yet their absence furnishes, as it 
were, a kind of negative proof, favourable to the present case and 
claim, as it fairly accounts for the paucity of documentary or writ*- 
ten evidence that the claimant is able to produce on the present 
occasion ; and this paucity is still further accounted for, by recoU 
lecting, that even what was saved, after the flood in I77I9 was 
afterwards lost, when the fatal accident happened to Captain Wil- 
liam Drummond, who, as has been before stated, is supposed tq 
have had with him, at the time, all the papers and documents 
that had escaped the wreck of 177^* 

It app^Urs, from the evidence of various persons, resident 14 
England and Scotland, that James Drummond was induced, at a 
period of time many years (it would seem not much less than thir« 
ty) after the rebellion (17^) to take a journey to Scotland, for 
the melancholy purpose of taking a view of his long lost lands and 
his ancient domain ; and the better to accomplish this, without ex- 
posing himself to discovery or apprehension (for it seems, he waa« 
to his dying day, fearful of being apjirehended, lpn*g as the inter- 
val had "been since hi^ crime was committed), it. was judged expe- 
dient that he should travel in some disguise, and, for that purpose^ 
an old red coat, or soldier's coat, was procured by his wife, in New- 
castle, and, thus attired, he set out on his journey^ in the disguisei 
as the witnesses (his daughters, &c.) express it, '' of an old beg- 
gar-man ;" — they saw him set out thus, and, after due time, they 
saw him return to Biddiek, in the same dress, when he assembled 
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Ms' hoAf arooBd him, and in bitternett of health lamented Us 
ferlorn and deatitate litaation, repeating to them that he was the 
Dnke of Perth, aft tiiat they were his children and heirs, and, 
thoflgh he feared that he wonld not get his lands again, yet, at 
some future period, periiaps, his children might, and gave theni 
much good ooansel as to their fntare conduct and deportment in 
Kfe ; — ^he related many anecdotes of what had occurred to him 
iprfien in Scotland, among the rest, that be had staid for some time 
with one Mr. Graeme, a gentleman in whom he could confide, who 
made him put off Ins old red coat, and lent him another, which he 
pot on, 09 which a la^y, who wa« present, and who knew him 
well, exidaimed, '* The Duke lodks like himself now.^ 

These things are ^i proof, not only from the evidence jof hia 
daughters, &c. in England, who saw him set out, and return, as 
before stated, hut also from the evide^ee of seyeral persons in 
Scotland, who have the traditionary testinumy from their ances<- 
tors, and precisely to the same effect. 

The instances of demonstration, it may almost be sad, that may 
be gathered frons a perusal of the subjoined eyidence, in regard to 
James Dmmmond's identity, are so numerous, as to render it, in 
a great measure, aupeHluous to particukrise them here'; but a few 
may be noticed, in order to draw attention to them, as more par- 
ticularly pointed and interesting, it appears from the evidence of 
Mrs. Ann Atkinson, that tfaeiate Oenend Lambton, a gentleman 
of great power tmd influence in the CSounty of Durham, and whose 
residence was -very near to BiiUick, also well knew James Drumr 
mond, and his history, and took occasion to say to him, one day, 
that he (Drummond) ''was the Rebd Dntmmond, and that he 
"(General Lambton) would have him beheaded i" — these three 
expressions,-;-'' Rebel— Drummond— ^'and-^" beheaded," contain 
a body of evidence that seems irresiMible, as to bis identity ; — ^in 
the first place be is called "Drummond/' then lurdicr distinguish- 
ed as the " Rebel Drummond," and, lastly; and most important of 
all, 18 threatened that he should be '' beheaded;" — ^is last. express 
sion makes it manifest that the general knew his rank to be that 
of a nobleman (as he was commonly held to be), and that if he 
should suffer deatli, it would be by decapUaiion, the mode of ex- 
ecution used for nobility only. ^Mrs. Ann Atkinson also deposes 
to an expression nearly sinnlar, made use of by Nichcdas Lambton, 
of Biddick, Esq. to her father (James Drummond), whom he ac- 
costed in these words, — "1 lgM»w you well enough,— *you are one 
*^ of tiie 'Drummonds, the Rebds, jbut I will give jou the house and 
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^ garden for all tluit;''<— >the house alluded to is the boat-house be^ 
fore mentioned^ as having been bestowed on James Drummond^ in 
pity for his destitute situation, when he came ft) Biddick. 

Much interesting information may be derived from the history 
of the wounds James Drummond (Duke of Perth) received at 
the baUle of Culloden (April 16th, 1746). It is related, in the 
evidence of William Mackintosh, from the testimony of his grand* 
father, Alexander Mackintosh, who (with' a party of rebel forces, 
that were on the march, with the intention to join the grand army 
that day at Culloden, but were too late) came up with a consider- 
able body of the rebels, among whom was the Duke of Perth, and 
several persons of distinction, who were on their flight from Cul- 
loden, where they had been utterly defeated by the King's army 
that morning, and the account Alexander Mackintosh gave, was, 
''that the Duke of Perth came galloping up on horseback, all 
" besmeared with his own blood, which flowed from some wounds 
''he had received in the face and hands, as though from the 
" thrust of a spear, or some such weapon." — The next place where 
we find James Drummond's wounds noticed, is in the letter 
before mentioned (dated 16th April, 1747) from his brother. Lord 
John Drummond, then ^ Boulogne, to James Drummond, at 
Biddiek, and which contains (inter alia) this passage, ''hoping 
^' that you have at last recovered from your fvotind^,"— &c. — But, 
perhaps, the most important part of the testimony derived from 
this account of his wounds, will be found in the evidence of his 
daughters, Mrs. Ann Atkinson, and Mrs. Elizabeth Peters, who 
both speak in strong terms of the scars and appearance of his 
person, from the effects of the injuries he had received; — ^the 
scars were very conspicuous ; — that on his right hand must have 
been a desperate wound ; — it was a cut, on the back of the hand, 
extending from the wrist to the middle finger, which, from the 
injury, had been rendered shorter than the next, or fourth fin- 
ger, and Mrs. Atkinson deposes, that, on her asking her fiither 
^ what;-had done that ?" he replied, — " my dear, / was wounded 
" at the battle of Culloden, and there was part of the bone taken 
'' out." 

The instances that might be adduced, from the Evidence and 
Depositions, tending to prove the strength and validity of this 
case, are almost innumerable; but it is presumed what has already 
been shewn will be found sufficient to convince even the most 
incredulous, and therefore it is deemed unnecessary here to say 
any thing more, than merely refer to the Proo& and Evidence 
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which have been obtained, for a full demonstration of the whok 
caie, in all its particalars. 

It may be permitted here however to remark the harmony and 
oonsiitency that pervade the case throughout ;— persons from differ- 
ent parts of the Kingdom, in England and in Scotland, unknown 
generally to one another, unbiassed, unprejudiced, and unsolicited 
in any way, except to speak the truth, have come forward to 
give their testimony, and furnished a mass of evidence, consistent 
and uniform in substance, and corresponding and agreeing, almost 
to the letter, one with another ; and when the length of time that 
has elapsed, since the events they elucidate took place, together 
with the mystery and obscurity those events were purposely en<v 
veloped in, are considered, it is truly wonderful that such an aceu«* 
mulation of evidence, at this distance of time, should have been 
feundi 

James Drummond, Duke of Perth, continued his residence at 
Biddick till the time of his decease, which happened in the early 
part of the month of June, 1782, in the 70th year of his age, and 
be was buried at the Chapel of Painshaw, in the parish of Hough* 
ton-le-Spring, on the 10th June, 1782. 

It may be proper, and not unimportant, to observe here, that 
James Drummond died tmo yean before the Act, (24. Gea llh 
Cap. LVII. 1784) for restoring tho forfeited Estates in Scotland, 
was passed. 

He was succeeded by his eldest Son and Heir, James Drummond, 
who was bom at Biddick, and baptized at the Parish Church of 
Houghton-le-Spring, on the 9th August, 1752. 

Having brought the history or memoir of the life of James Drum- 
mond to a close, as it appears to be borne out by the evidence 
adduced on thf present occasion, it becomes necessary, according to 
the proposition before laid down, to exhibit the picture in another 
point of view, and shew what were the particulars and circum- 
stances of his life, as they have been represented in history, or by 
report, tradition, or otherwise. 

It may be premised, that the circumstance of the reported death 
of James Drummond, shortly after the battle of Culloden, does 
not appear to have been noticed, at least as far as has been ascer- 
. tained, by the historians of the time, and seems not to have found 
its way into print until many years afterwards, when, there would 
seem reason Co believe, such report was promulgated, by interested 
persons, to serve a particular purpose. 
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' The only authors, in whose works the circumstaoce is men- 
tioned, are the two before^named, viz. " Douglas's Peerage of 
** Scotland," and " Dr. Malcolm's Genealogical Memoir of the 
'^ House of Drummond,"— both of them works of comparatively 
modern origin. 

FirBt,--^Dougla8 says,-— '* After the battle of Culloden, he (James 

Drummond) escaped to the coast of Moidart, where he embarked 

for France, but his oonstitution being quite exhausted by fatigue, 
*' he died on the passage, 11th May, 1746, just as he had completed 
*' his 33d year." 

Secondly,-^Dr. Malcolm says,*—*' After the battle of CoUoden, 
''he embarked for France, but, by this time, his constituticm 
'' being q«te exbaaated by the fatigues he had undergone, he died 
^' on the passage upon the 13th of May, 1746. His body- was kept 
^' for some days, in expectation of making the land, but the winds 
" contihuing contrary, it was at last obliged to be buried in the sea/' 

Before proceeding to comment severely on these two accounts, 
it must strike the reader that Uiey disagree in the date of his death, 
Douglas making it on tiie 11th, and Malcolm on the 13th May, 
1746;---^he discordance is not much, certainly, but when snek 
great authorities diiier (and there is no other, as far as is known, 
to comet them by), it does engender somewhat of a suspicion th«t 
the account itself is not altogether to be relied on. 

Douglas's account of the death is a mere naked assertion <^ a 
fhct, unsupported by atiy evidence, proof, or authority wluAevter ; 
^-i^n what groutidn, or tm what authority, the assertion wus made, 
cannot be gathered fW)m the book, but, standing as it does, it k 
auffident to say of it, that it is sot, as a matter ^ history, fairly 
intitled to credit. 

Dr. l^faloolm, ikorwever, having gone much further in his accounl 
ihan Douglas, enaUes us to draw sllronger conclusions^ as to tii^ 
facts of the case, than are to be found in the latter ; — Douglas has 
ettly kttied his patient, but Dr. Malcolis has idso buried him, and, 
by so doiKg, hsa kid the account open to inuoh stronger suspicioA 
as to its accuracy ; — the Dr. says, '^his body was kept for some 
''days, in erpedaiitm &f making the land, but the wntds conti-i 
'<nuing c&iUrari/, it was at last «Miged t» be buried in the 
''sea." The slightest attention to this most improbi^le accounl 
will shew the i«tility of it^^t will be recollected that these per* 
AMIS, so represented as on shipboard, were att rebeU, and many <rf 
them Qfmak too^ totally 4i80«Hifitod, ilying ^ 4Mire their l^mi, 
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and surroopded widi alooet intupemble diflicultiaiy dne of the 
greatest of which wa8 the difficolty. next to an impoasibility, for 
them to get on board ship at all, the land being covered with- 8ol« 
diers, and the whole coast begirt with the King's ships, for ike'er* 
press purpose of watching for, and apprehending the rebeH »^ 
preventing their escape, which, utider these drcumstancee, Was 
rendered almost impossible ; and yet we are gravely told, by Dr. 
Malcolm, that a number of these fugitives, having, somehow or 
other, surmounted all these difficulCiefe, and got themselves put on 
shipboard, and in a way to escape to a place of safe^, yet were 
ready and willing, nay anxious, it would appear, to abmdon the 
place of comparative security they had gained, and reJandon the 
shores they had just, so miraculously almost, quitted, and from no 
other motive than that (however laudable and proper a one it 
might be, m a moral and abstract sense) of depositing the dead 
body of their departed friend and associate in the earth, instead of 
the ocean. Again, — it appears, from the same authority, chat, 
during those some days, when they so hovered on the coast, the 
winds continued contrary for their making the land ; — now, withe 
4Hit pretending to much skill in seamanship, it may be assumed, 
that the wind, which was contrary for their wuUdng the land, must 
be fair for their escape from that Und, and yet, it would seem; 
from Dr. Malcolm's account, that they waited some days for a wind, 
which if it had come on, must inevitably have blown them to 
destructicm, for it is quite obvious, that, to re-land in Scodand^ 
was to throw themsdves into the very jaws of justice, and subject 
their own necks either to the axe or to the halter. 

It is to be observed also, that the account given by Dr. Mal- 
colm is as destitute of support, from evidence, proof, or aothori^, 
{unless, indeed, the Doctor's own authority be excepted) as Doug- 
las's, and, therefore, on that ground also, no more entitled to 
credit 

Upon the whole, this story is made up of a mass of improbabili- 
ties, sufficient to demonstrate the futility of it, and is an anomaly 
tpo monstrous to be sustained for a moment 

It happens, fortunately for the present case, that there is ano- 
ther, and a further opportunity, by which Dr. Malcdlm, in the 
account given in his book of James Drummond's death having taken 
fftsoe in 1746, may be confuted, out of his own mouth, and, for- 
tunately again, the hand that administered die poison, has fur* 
iiished the antidote.*— Dr. Mak»faa hiq;»pen» to be one of the 
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^idencea brought forward in the present case, and it will be ne^ 
cessary to quote here a part of hi» deposition, and h is verj 
important 

" The Rev. David Malcolm^ LL. D. maketh oath and saitb, 
** that he is a native a£ the County of Perth, — &c — and is well 
acquainted with local accounts of neighbouring families, &c.— ^ 
that a great part of the estates of Perth, and the castle of Drum-« 
mond, which is the chief seat of the noble family of Druromond, 
'' are situated in Stralherri, and therefore he (Dr. Malcolm), out of 
respect to this ancient family, as well as from a natural taste to 
genealogy and biography, has always enquired into the particu-^ . 
lars of this distinguished family, — &c. — and that he, in the year 
1808, published a work intituled, 'A Oeneal(^ical Memoir of 
" the ndble add ancient House of Drummond, and of the several 
" branches that have sprung from it/ — &c^ — &c.->-and that he pub-i 
*' lished the said work from various manulscripts, particularly from 
" a manuscript left by the Viscount of Strathallan^ in 1681, which 
" was laid before him (Dr. Malcolm) by the late Lady Clementina, 
* Baroness^ of Perth, and the said Lady Perth having, requested 
him to bring the family memoir down to the then present time; 
" he did so, aud filled in the account of the late James Drummond, 
*' com'monly called the Duk^ of Perth, who was the son of James^ 
" the Master of Drummonfd, and the grandson of James, fourth 
" Earl of Perth, from such materials as were given him, which, as 
" far as related to the death of the said James Drommond, Said to 
'* have taken place at sea, on the 13th May, 1746, from the wounds 
" he received at the battle of Culloden, was not in accordance with 
'' the general reports in this district of Perth. — That he (Dr. Mal« 
'' colm) has occasionally heard that the said James Drummond, 
" commonly called the Duke of Perth, survived that period, and 
''that he some years afterwards visited his forfeited castle of 
'' Drummond, and estates in Strathem, disguised as an old beggar 
'' man, dressed up in a white or light coloured wig, &c. — &c.->*- 
'' And he (Dr. Malcolm) further saith, that he distinctly recollects 
"being told by Mrs. Sommers, the daughter-in-law of Patrick 
" Drummond, £sq. of Drummondernoch, the particular friend and 
" companion of the said James Druromond, that the said Duke of 
*' Perth (as he was generally called in the Highlands) was seen 
'' skulking at Drummond castle, after the battle of Culloden, and 
'' remained there in the neighbourhood, in concealment, a consider- 
''able time, and common report says, that he, the said James 
" Drummondi afterwards came to Scotland, in the disguise of iku 
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** old beggar man, in order to view his forfeited lands, and aee'bb 
** tenantry, and that many of his trusty tenants saw him at die 
*' time,— but, from prudent motives, he (Dr. Malcolm) made not 
«« the slightest reference to these reports in his said work ; fint» 
** because no peerage author had taken notice of it ; and, secondly, 
** because the matter itself was only interesting to a few, and, if 
«« mentioned by him, might have given rise to illiberal criti- 
''cisms,* &c. 

He (Dr. Malcolm) fufther says, — ** That this fact is notorious 
'' in the district of Strathem ; but he is of opinion that such of the 
'« tenants who saw llie said James Drummond at his last visit to 
" Strathem, disguised as aforesaid, must now be dead, and it may 
<* therefore be difficult to get persons to swear that they heard their 
** lather and mother, or other relatives, say so, for fear of offiend- 
*' ing Lord and Lady Gwydyr, who are now in possession of the 
*^ estates of Perth, and by their kindness to the tenants are very 
*' popular with them." And he (Dr. Malcolm) further saith, &c 
— *' that though he stated in his publication the supposed death of 
** the said James Drummond at sea, on the 13th May, 1746, firam 

the materials then laid before him, he shortly after contemplated 

to republirii the work, with a view to correct all former mi»- 
" statements, and glaring genealogical errors of the noble famfly, 
<' from facts which had transpired ; and, accordingly, in 1810, he 
*^ published proposals for a new and correct edition, &a— -but die 
^* book being only interesting to the clan Drummond, it was not 
''generally patronised, and therefore the plan was dropped by 
" him.- 

Comment on these documents is scarcely necessary ;*— a more 
complete disproof and refutation of all the dark transactions, and 
all the gross and glaring falsehoods (for such, beyond all doubt, 
they are) that have been circulated in Dr. Malcolm's book, or other- 
wise, cannot weU be looked for, or even wished for, than that 
which his own deposition now furnishes ; and it is painful to think 
diat the reverend gentleman, recollecting the garb he wears, should 
ever have been induced to lend himself to such an imposition. 
The expressions used by himself in his deposition would go far to 
warrant an opinion, that he published an account, which he knew, 
at the time, to be a ftlsehood; — at all events, and by his own 
shewing, he published, in the most unqualified way, as a fact, that 
which he had every reason to disbelieve. The course he has 
thought proper to pursue, homever, with regard to his book, 
thdttgfa it must shake hia credit as a historian, nevertheless, in 
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floitae measure^ now redounds to his honour^ as a man ; thatJs^ one 
who, conscious that he has fallen (or rather, as in his case it would 
appear, has been led) into error, now comes forward XJb make 
atonement, by openly declaring the truth. 

With regard to the Lady Clementina, Baroness of Perth, who, 
it appears, employed Dr. Malcolm, and furnished him with the 
materials for his romance, it is necessary to observe, that she was 
the relict of the person who, in 1785, obtained possession of the 
Perth estates, and who (in 1797) was created a British Peer. 

Looking at the peculiar circumstances under which possession 
of the estates was obtained, it is not to be wondered at, that the 
Lady Perth should be desirous to throw a veil over transactions^ 
which, if exposed to view, might possibly interfere with the ques- 
tion of right as to the possession of the estates, and, perchance, 
disturb the succession. 

It is to be hoped, after this exposure, we shall hear no more 
about the death of James Drummcmd, the Duke of Perth, as hav-' 
ing taken place in the month of May, 1746, unless It be to use the 
information that has been gained, as a weapon, to assist in en-' 
abling the true heir of the former proprietor to assert his rights, 
and cause the property, that has been obtained by such means as 
have been stated, to change hands, and revert, agreeably to the 
Act of Restoration, to the heir of the former owner. 

Further and ample testimony, to prove the identity of James 
Drummond, is contained in the evidence before alluded to, and, 
assuming that point to be conceded, it becomes necessary to shew 
how it would affect the title to, and possession of, the estates and 
honour*. 

. There seems fairground to contend, that the Act 24. Geo. IIL 
Cap. 57* Sec. 10. (1784) for restoring the forfeited estates, &c. is 
erroneous and ill founded, in more ways than have been represent- 
ed in the aforegoing discussion of that Act, under the head of ob- 
servations on the circumstances and case of '' John Drummond, 
taking upon himself the stile or title of Lord John Drummond," 
by who^e Attainder, as the Act expresses (but this is denied) ** the 
Estates of Perth became forfeited," &c. 

Before going into a discussion on this point, however, it may 
not be improper to draw attention as to what were the views and 
object of Government, in framing and passing this Act, and a pe- 
rusal of it will clearly shew, that it was the intention of the Crown 
to grant or restore the forfeited estates to the heirs of the former 
•wnera or proprietors on/y, and that they ooujld not legally h% 
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gnnWSiJo any otber person, for the Act lays, (after redtiBg ih% 
former Acts under which the estates of certain traitors were forf^ 
feited, and annexed Co the Crown, &c.) " Whereas, by the ezp&- 
*' rience of many years since that time, it has been found, that no 
*' sabjecta im any part of his Majesty's Dominions are more loyal 
" or datiful, or better affected to his Majesty's Person and Govern* 
^'ment, than the Inhabitants of the Highlands of Soodand now 
^' are, many of whom, of all ranks and descr^itioiis, have per- 
*' formed signal Services to their pountry, in the late Wars b&i 
" tween Great Britain and its Enemies, and more particularly the 
*' Heirs and Families of all .or most of the said attainted Persons 
" have been employed in the Service of their lawful Sovereign, 
''and testified their Loyalty and Zeal upon all occasions, and 
*' therefore it is fit that they now receive some Mark of his Ma- 
'' jest/s Royal Mercy and Clemency ; — And whereas it is expedient 
*' that the said Estates be now disannexed, and restored to the 
" Heirs and Families of the former Owners, upon the Payment of 
'•' ^ntain Sums on account of the Debts due by the forfeiting Per- 
^' sonsj which w^re discharged by the Public, and under the other 
/'.conditions herein-after mentioned,"— &c.-^h&c.i— The Act then 
goes on to enact, " that it shall and may be lawful to his Majesty^ 
*' &c. — ^to give, grant, and dispone," &c. — accordingly. 

It is to be remarked that in every case of restoration of estate 
recited in this act, (except in the case of the Estate of Perth), the 
specific name of the person, to whom the restoration is to be made, 
is mentioned, whereas, in the section or clause (X.) relating t^ 
the Estate of Perth, the act shews nothing but doubt and unoer- 
tainiy; — ^it sets out with giving an erroneous account (as, it is 
hoped, has been before made appear) as to whose attainder the 
estate became forfeited by, and then goes on to say, that it is not 
yet ascertained who is the nearest collat^al heir male of the per- 
son named in the jact. 

Now it is contended, that the act is erroneous in a twofold way, 
and therefore, virtiiallyhad, void, or ineffective, ah origine, (that 
is to s^y, as far as it relates to the Perth Estates) — First, — ^because 
it ascribes the forfeiture of .t^e estates to the attainder of a wrong 
person,-:-and, — sepondly, — becanae, even supposing, for a moment, 
that he* were the right person, — the individual to whom the estates 
were granted, was not his legal heir. The clear i&ferenoe to be 
drawn from this is, that the Estate of Perth ought to be considered 
as still vested in the crown, and remains to be granted or restored, 
4e npyo^ to, the l^pal.male heirs of th^ llouse pf Pnimmcpd, ij|^ 
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«ach way> and by such a new act> as Parjiamentj in its wisdonn 
«iay deem proper. 

The Act (of Attainder) 19 Geo. II. (1746) redtes^^that,-^ 
** James Drammond, taking upon himself the Title of Duke of 
^ Perth ; — John Drnmmond, taking upon himself the Stile or Ti-> 
*' tie of Lord John Drummond^ Brother to James Drummond, 
^ taking on himsdf the Title of Duke of Perth/' — (and divers 
other persons, named) '^on or before the 18th Day of Aprils in 
^'the Year 1746, did, in a traitorous and hostile Manner, take up 
** Arms, and levy War against his Most Gracious Majesty^ within 
^' this Realm, contrary to the Duty of their Allegiance, and are fled 
^^ to avoid their being apprehended and prosecuted according to Law 
for their said Offences. Be it therefore enacted, by the King's 
most excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of 
^' the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, that 
if the said James Dnimmond, taking upon himself the Title of 
Duke of Perth, — John Dnimmond, taking upon himself the Stile 
*' or Title of Lord John Dnimmond, Brother to James Drum- 
** mond, taking on himself the Title of Duke of Perth," — (and the 
other persons named) — " shall not render themselves to one of his 
^^ Majesty's Justices of the Peace on or before the 12th Day of 
f' July, in the Year 1746, and submit te Justice for the Treasons 
f' aforesaid, then every one of them the said — James Drummond> 
^ &c. &c." — (asbelbre, naming all the persons) '' not rendering 
^* himself as aforesaid, and not submitting to Justice as aforesaid, 
^' shall, from and after the eaid 18th Day of April, in the Y^r 
'^ 1746, stand and be adjudged attainted of the said High Treason, 
^' to all Intents and Purposes whatsoev^, and ^all suffer and for* 
*' felt as a Person attainted of High Treason by the Laws of the 
f' Land ought to suffer and forfeit," — &c.-— &c. 

The plain and obvious e<mclusion to be come to, and a most im« 
portant one it is, in thQ present case, is, — that, ihi Estate of Perth 
became forfeited hy the Attainder of JAMES DRUMMOND, 
iaking upon himself the Title of Duke of Perth,'^heca.u6e — ^heWas, 
^nder the said Act (19 Geo. II. 1746), charged with High Treason, 
fkuddid not ^' render himself to a Justice of the Peace,- or submit 
'^ to Justice,"^ on or before the 12th day of July, 1746, although 
then living, and for many years afterwards, and therefore, clearly 
^' stood and was adjudged attainted," according to the terms of the 
said Act. The natural consequence of all this is, that, at what- 
€Fer period of jtime a restoration of the Estates might be made, or 
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take placet it ooold not legally be granted otherwiBe than as the 
Bstates having become forfeited by the Attainder of James Dr»«i-. 
wumd, taking upon himeelffhe Title if Duke of Perth. 

There is still another way in whidi the Act (24 Geo. III. Cap. 
LVII. See. 10. 1784) for restoring the forfeited Estates, &c. may* 
be eonstmedj favourable to James Dnunmond, as heir> even un- 
der the erroneous way in which the Act stands, as asserting the 
forfeiture of the estates to have arisen from the attainder of John 
Drummond, and admitting also, that the assertion, being contain- 
ed in an Act of Parliament, must be deemed absolute and omchi- 
aive, and superior to, and prohibiting contradiction, and which 
ought not to be, or cannot be disturbed or disputed, but must be 
taken for granted as the foot, and in the way it is expressed, yet^ 
nevertheless, it may be contended, even under this construction, 
that James Drummond was the legal heir of John Drummond, be^ 
cause John Drummond having died without leaving Issue Lawful 
of his body, his elder (and only) Brother, James Drummond, 
being still living, was indisputably, and by all the laws of the 
land, John's heir. Therefore, let this act be construed in all the 
ways that ingenuity or sophistry can devise, it seems impossible to 
oome to any other conclusion than this, that James Drummond 
was the legal heir to the estates, in whatever situation they might 
be placed, and if he was the heir, his heirs and successors must 
stand in precisely the same situation at this moment. 

If these axioms be true (and that they are true, it is hoped the 
arguments and evidence adduced on the present occasion, prove, 
beyond the possibility almost of a contradiction), then have the pre- 
sent possesses of the estates obtained them wrongfully, and Jus- 
tice now calls upon them to surrender them into the hands of those 
who are legally Intitled to them. 

It may further be jremarked, that a careful perusal of the Act of 
Attainder (19 Oeo. II. 17^)j with a strict attention to dates, will 
k is presumed, afford another, and a strong argument, in favour 
of the hypothesis, as it may be termed, that James Drummond 
(called Duke of Perth) did not die, at sea or otherwise, on the 11th 
or 13th of May (for it has been represented both ways), 1746, as 
was reported ;-— the act was passed on the 4th June, 1746 ;•— it 
charges, as has been before recited, that certain persons (James 
Drummond among the rest) had been engaged in rebellion, on or 
befwe the 18th April, 1746, &c. — ^and had fled to avoid their be- 
ing apprehended, and enacts that if they did not surrend^ them- 
aelves to Justice, on or before the 12th July, 17^^ they, should 
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stand and be adjudged attainted of High Treason, &c. &c. The 
battle of Culloden took place on the 16th April, 1746, and James 
Drummond is said to have died about the llth May following ; — 
now if his death did actually take place at that time, a period of 
some weeks must have ensued between that event and the time of 
passing the act, and, as witnesses were examined, both in the 
House of Lords, and House of Commons, to prove the guilt of thd 
persons named in the Act or Bill of Attainder, during its progress 
through Parliament^ and before it was passed, the circumstance of 
James Drummond's death, if it had really occurred, must have 
been well known to Gk>vemment, and it is reasonable to infer, 
would have caused some alteration in the terms of the Act, for, 
as it stands now, the name of James Drummond is enrolled in it, 
in common with the other persons named therein, generally, as 
one among many living personages (for nothing appears to the con- 
trary) who had fled to avoid being apprehended, &c.>— whereas, if 
bis death had taken place, he would most likely have been noticed 
in the Act (if, indeed, his name had been included in it at all) as 
the late James Drummond, or something of that sort, for it is an 
absurdity, almost to suppose, that Parliament, with this know- 
ledge before it, would have gone the length in their proceedings, 
of attainting a dead man. 

It having been shewn that James Drummond, commonly called 
Duke of Perth, who was concerned in the rebellion (1745, &c.), 
«nd fled, after the battle of Culloden, to avoid his being appre- 
hended> was living on the 12th day of July, 1746, and was atr 
tainted of High Treason (by Act 19, Geo. II. 1746) from and after 
llie 18th Day of April, 1746, whereby the Estate of Perth became 
forfeited, and was, by Act 20, Geo. II. (1747) declared to be 
Vested in his Majesty, without any office or inquisition thereof 
hereafter to be taken or found, and without any Declarator of for- 
feiture to be obtained — &c.-— It may be contended, that the said 
jBstate of Perth still remains vested in his^ Majesty, notwithstand- 
ing the supposed grant of it, in 17^5, to the late James Drum- 
mond, the father of Lady Gwydyr (whose husband, the preseift 
liord Gwydyr, is, in her right, now in possession of the estate in 
question), because the Act 25, Geo. II. (1752) intituled*^-.'' An 
'^'Act for annexing certain forfeited Estates in Scotland to the 
^' Crown unalienably ; and for making Satisfaction to the lawful 
'.'^ Creditors thereupon ; and to establish a Method of managing the 
same ; and applying the Rents' and'Pxofits thereof, for the better 
civilizing and improving the Highlands of Scotland, and pre* 
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** venting IMiorden there for the fntiire."<^And the Act 5I4» C(eo^ 
III. Cap. LVII. (1784), intituled, '' An Act to enaUe his Ma- 
jesty to grant to the Heirs of the former Proprietors, nprnt 
certain Terms and Conditions, the forfeited Estates in Scotland, 
which were put under the management of a Board of Trustees^ 
by an Act passed in the Twenty-fifUi Year of the Reign of his 
late Majesty, King Gteorge the Second ; and to repeal the said 
Act ;"— >under the provisions of which latter Act, his late Ma« 
jesty. King George III. made the grant already referred to, to the 
fether of Lady Owydyr, do not affect the EsUte of Perth, fer- 
feited by the Attainder of James Drummond, taking on himself 
the Stile or Title of Duke of Perth, but <mly '' the Estate of 
Perth, which became forfeited by the Attainder of John Drum- 
mond, taking upon himself the Stile or Title of Lord John 
''Drummond, Brother to James Drummond, taking on Jiimiw ilf 
'' the Stile or Title of Duke of Perth ;" consequently, if the Es- 
tate of Perth, forfeited by the Attainder of James Drummond, 
was granted by his late Majesty to Lady Owydjrr's fether, under 
the provisions of an Act of Parliament, by whidi his said late Ma- 
jesty was only enabled to grant the Estate of Perth, forfeited by 
the Attainder of John Drummond, such grant was made upon a 
iiftlse suggestion, and therefore the King may, by virtue of his 
prerogative, ropeal his own grant, and, it is conceived, that when 
a grant is made to the pr^udice of a subject (and in this case, the 
heir of the former owner of the Perth Estate is undoubtedly pre* 
judiced, for it will be recollected that the Legislature, in the pre- 
amble of the Act 24, Oeo^ III. Cap. 57* (1784) declared it to be 
expedient that the estate should be restored to the heir of the for« 
mer owner) the King is, of right, bound to permit him (the sub^ 
ject), upon his petition, to use the King's name, for the repeal of 
the grant, at the King's suit. 

Considerable information relating to the Drummood family, and 
the estates and titles, and circumstances connected therewith, may 
be gained from a pamphlet, intituled, '' The Detecti<m 4^ Infomy ; 
earnestly recommended to the Justice and Deliberation of ^e 
Imperial Parliament of Great Britain. By an unfortunate No> 
bleman. With the Appeal of Charies Edward (Drummond), 
'''Duke of Melfort, &c. Heir Male, and chief Representative of the 
*^ House of Drummond, of Perth, submitted to the consideration 
of the Two Houses of Parliament of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain/' && 8vo. London, 1816. 
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Before entering into a detail of the particulars gathered fr^ 
this pamphlet^ it may be as well to premise^ that the author of it 
is the person^ calling himself " Count Melfort," (which, it is be- 
lieved, is a French title, who, as it appears by her evidence (here- 
unto annexed), ^'waited on Mrs. £lizabeth Peters, some years ago^ 
and called her his ' cousin,' and inquired if she was possessed 
of any family documents to shew him, as he said he had heard 
of her rank, and supposed that she could assist him in his claims 
for the restored family estates, which, as the nearest male heir^ 
undoubtedly belonged to him, and added^ that he should grate- 
fully reward her for her services ; — upon which she let him know 
" that he could not be the nearest heir male, while her brother, 
and his sons, were alive ; as they were lineally descended from 
James Drummond, commonly called the Duke of Perth, who sur- 
*' vived the battle of Culloden, and who had afterwards married^ 
and had issue, and who himself had died only a very few years 
ago. The Count stood amazed at this intelligence, and frankly 
acknowledged, that, till that moment, he had always believed 
*' that no male issue of i;he Duke existed, though he had heard that 
*' he had left daughters. The Count then took his leave, evidently 
'' chagrined and disappointed." 

It would seem that Count Melfort also, (like another person, 
who had, however, been more successful) had founded his claim to 
the estate of Perth, on the assumption that James Drummond had 
died, without leaving issue male. 

It is understood that this person (Count Melfort) is a descendant 
(it is believed, great grandson) of John Drummond, the second son 
of James Drummond, third Earl of Perth, and the younger bro« 
ther of James Drummond, fourth Earl of Perth (who was grand- 
father of James Drummond, commonly called Duke of Perth, who 
was engaged in the rebellion, 1745). The said John Drummond 

ugust, 1650, and died in 1714. He was raised 
dignity o^^e peerage, by the title of Viscount Melfort 
20th April]pi685, by King James II., and, by the same 
further dignified by the title of Earl of Melfort, &c. by 
ted 12th August, 1686. He attached himself to the 
fanmy^and, on the abdication of James II. attended him 
to France, an^^^erwards retired with him to St. Germains, 
where the abdicated ifionarch created liim Duke of Melfort, as has 
been before alluded to herein, in the account of the third Earl of 
Perth. 
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Coont Melforif it would appear, is a Roman Catholic Priect/ 
ind officiated as bwAl, at the Roman Catholic Chapel, in Moor- 
fields, London, some years back ; — ^it is believed he is still living, 
but at a very advanced age, and resides in France, in the same 
capacity. 

It would appear, from his dialogue with Mrs. Peters, that he 
founded his claim to the Perth Estates, on his being the nearest 
relation to the former owner, it not being generally known (or, at 
least. Count Melfort did not know) at that time, that there were 
in existence, in the descendants of James Drummond, oommonly 
called Duke of Perth, individuals possessing a daim superior to his, 
and, indeed, to that of every other person. 

It would seem from his own representations, that his exertions 
were, in a great measure, rendered abortive, from the want of 
funds, but, however this may be, there is reason to believe, that 
his adversaries or opponents perceived so much weight to exist in 
his daim, as to be induced to ''buy him off," and it has been 
reported, that he now subsists, in a great measure, on a yearly 
stipend or allowance, furnished to him by the successful party, 
or their friends, in order, to use a homely phrase, " to stop his 
'' mouth." 

Before proceeding, however, to analyze more particularly Count 
Melfort's book, it may not be improper here to observe, that, if the 
account it gives, with regard to the way in which possession of the 
Perth Estates has been obtained, be correct, it proves, to a demon- 
stration almost, that the whole transaction, from beginning to end, 
has been an imposture and a conspiracy throughout, and that, in 
such conspiracy, persons of high rank are implicated, and i^pear 
to have been participants in the spoil. 

The account, or history, given in the book, is, in substance, as 
follows ; — ^it is, as the title implies, an appeal to the Two Houses 
of Parliament, and it " solidts Parliament to cause a))||§ve8t]gation 
'' to be made into the nature of his (Count Melfort's) case,' where- 
^' from it may be collected whether he has not been deprived of his 

legal inheritance by the substitution of a spurious person to wrest 

it from him ; and whether Parliament itself has not been imposed 

upon, and thereby made the unintentional instrument to inflict 

upon him so severe a stroke of injustice ? 

''The circumstances in which this case stands involved, are 
*' certainly of rather an intricate nature, but not so intricate as to 
" require any thing more than a serious inquiry to ascertain the 
" truth. 
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^ The degree of criminality which may attach to the conduct of 
a distinguished Nohleman^ now no more> may appear of a deep 
and flagitious dye ; but when it shall be considered^ that in his 
life-time he was impeached for certain High Crimes and Misde- 
meanours^ and that on the occasion of his trials his very judges 
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" were divided in their opinions as to his guilty there seems no rea- 

" son to believe that he might not be prone to the perpetration of 
it 



the flagrant act, which the subsequent statement presents a sus« 

pieion that he contrived and eflectuated.' 

Count Melfort then proceeds to give a short history of the Pedi- 
gree of the (Drummond) Family, which, as it agrees, in general, 
with that herein-before stated (excepting, always, the circumstance 
of the reported death, in 17^6, of James Drummond, Duke of 
Perth, &c.), it is not necessary to repeat here, but it may not be 
improper to furnish some more particular account than has yet 
been given, as to who this James Drummond was, that did succeed 
(or, perhaps, it may be more suitable, on the whole, to say here> 
ought to have succeeded) to the possession of the Estates. 

James Lnndin, of Lundin, born 6th November, \^0^f succeeded 
kis father^ 17^5, was served and retoured nearest heir male and of 
{HTOvision to Edward Drummond (stiled Duke of Perth), 30th June, 
1760, and nearest lawful heir male of James, fourth Earl of Perth, 
15th May, 1766. He assumed the name of Drummond, and title 
of Earl of Perth, and died at Stobhall, 18th July, 1781, inliis 
74th year. He married Lady Rachel Bruce, third daughter of 
Thomas, seventh Earl of Kincardine, and by her, who died at 
Lundin, 29th June, 176i^> had issue, 

1. Robert Drummond, who died at Lundin, 10th May, 1758, 
leta. 17> and unmarried. 

2. Thomas, stiled Lord Drummond, who was an officer in the 
army. He was at New York in 1776* He was taken prisoner by 
the Americans, but Washington gave him liberty to go back to 
New York on his parole. The climate being too cold for his weak 
4X)n8titution, he went to Bermudas, where he resided four years, 
and died there, in November, 1781, unmarried. 

3. JAMES DRUMMOND, the only surviving son, bom 24th 
September, 1744, had an Ensign's commission in the 66th Regi- 
ment of Foot, 1771 9 a Lieutenancy, in the same, 177^> and, in 
I78O, was appointed a Captain in the second battalion of the 42d, 
or Royal Soots Highlanders, which was then about being formed, 
and was destined for the East Indies. 
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This 18 the penon who has oomnooly been designated bf the 
name of the Honourable Captain James Drammond, and who (or 
else his Personificaior, as Count Melfort expresses it in his book) 
4>btained possession of the Estates of Perth^ in 1785. 

Count Melfort proceeds with the account in his book, as 
follows : — 

" This Honourable James Drumnumd^ when he was made a 

Captain, was, (as almost every honest persmi in Scotland knew) 

in the last stage of a consumption, owing to wounds which he 
" received some years before at Edinburgh, when he was attempted 
"to be assassinated by some ruffians, who stabbed him with a 
" knife, of which the point broke in, and was afterwards extracted 
*' from his breast." 

*' From this circumstance it was judged impossible for bim to 
*' live long ; but, as the second battalion of the 42d Highlanders 
" was destined for the East Indies, it was sedulously reported, that 
" he was gone Ihitker, notwithstanding the opinion of the physicians 
'^ who attended him, that he could not overpass the line" 

*' This prognostication of the faculty seems to have bceti confirm- 
** ed ; for, instead of going to the East Indies, he was ddtorked ^ 
** Lisbon, and there died, as the following copy from the register of 
'* burials of the British Factory at Lisbon wiU testify." 

" Certificate of Burial.'' 
'^ Lord James Drummond, aged 35 years, was buried on the 13th 

" of August, in the year 1780." 

'' I certify that the above is a faithful Extract fr^Mn the said 
'' Register. Taken at Lisbon, this 14th of October, 1807, by me, 

" HERBERT HILL, M. A." 
*' His Britannic Majesty's Chaplain to the Factory at Lisbon." 

<' I^ William Williamson, Vice-Consul to the British Nation in 
" the City of Lisbon, do hereby certify unto all whom it doth or 
*^ may cdncem, that the above Signature is of the proper Hand.- 
'' writing of Herbert Hill, M. A. his Britannic Majesty's Chap- 
'' lain for the British Factory at Lisbon, and that full and entire 
** Faith and Credit are and should always be had and given in 
f* Court of Judicature or thereout. 

** Given under my Hand and Seal of Office at Lisbon, the Hlb 
^' of October, 1807- 

"WM. WILLIAMSON, Vice-Consul." 
• '^ These certificates from Lisbon are further corroborated by the 
*^ following extract from a book. No. I. containing {among other 
^^ idtiings) the register of burials of persons belonging to tbe Britisl^ 
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«' Factory at Lisbon, from the 20th of August, 1721, to the 30th 
'' of December, 1793, and now remaining in the principal registry 
^' of the Archiepiscopal See of Canterbury, kept at the Vicar Ge- 
" neraVs office. Doctor's Commons." 

" 1780. Burials." 
^' August the thirteenth. Lord James Drummond, aged thirty- 

" Ave years." 
" Examined with the original by me, 

" THO. CHARLTON." ' 
" Clerk in the Vicar General's Office." 
''By these documents it appears certain, that JAMES, one of 
'' the sons of the Earl of Perth, went to Lisbon, died there, and 
'" was there buried on the 13th August, 1780, being of the age of 
" thirty-five years ; it is also certain that his disorder was a deep 
''' decline, and that he was the last son of the person called the 
" Earl of Perth." 

" But notwithstanding this plain proof of the real fact, there is 
^^ some reason to suspect that other documents have been fabric* 
*' cated, or altered at Lisbon, with a view to defeat the decisive 
'' point, which the evidence of the death of the Honourable Jamea 
" Drummond (or Lord James Drummond) would establish, namely, 
''that the late Lord Perth was a person alieni generis. For this 
purpose the documents in question affect to call the Honourable 
James Drummond, Lard Drummond, without any christian 
name. It is pretended, that he made some testamentary dispo«> 
" ^tions, which he could not sign, by reason of his weakness, but 
*' were sworn to by his physician, Dr. Hare (who is dead J, and other 
** witnesses, (ivho are also dead J ; — that these dispositions were 
'* inserted in the books of the Vice Consulate at Lisbon, but those 
*' books are missiftg* So that kio information can be had from them 
^\ of the christian name of the pretended Lord Drummond." — A 
note at the bottom of page 16 of Count Melforf s book, expresses 
as follows :-«'' It is to be considered, that whether stiled the Ho* 
*' nourable James Drummond, or Lx>rd James Drummond, the de* 
" scription of James Drummond relates to one and the same person, 
'''the difference merely being whether his father was designated 
'*' Earl w Duke of Perth. 

The account in the book proceeds thus :-— 
• ** But whether the person who really died at Lisbon, in August, 
^' 17@0, be denominated the Lord James Drummond, or Lord 
^' Drummond, the dislinction becomes immaterial, as by the dei^th 
'''of the said person^ however described, it is certain that with 
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** him terminiited the male iiM of the issue of the Earl of Melfort 

by his first wife Sophia Lundin. 

On this important occurrence the scene begins to open. It is 
" almost in the remembrance of every one, that some time aboat 
" 1783, the forfeited esUtes of ScotUmd were Ulked of, as being 
*' about to be restored to the families of their former owners ; at 
'' which period, the only heirs remaining of the Family of Perth, 
*' were the Drummonds of the line of Melfort, then residing in 
'* France ; but the death of the Honourable James Drummond 
" (or Lcnrd James Drummond) was not then made known, or the 
^' place of his burial, and though it began to be propagated, yet 
''being unauthenticated, it was affected to be given out, 'iJkai he 

was gone to ike East Indies wUh the 4Snd Regiment^ and was 

wailing his return with it' 

" Thus the British parliament, uncertain to what person the 
'' Perth Estate shoufd be restored, under that degree of doubt, 
''passed the Act 24. Geo. III. Cap. LVII. (1784) so often refer. 
** red to herein. 

" Now in the year 1783, there was in the East Indies an officer 
-" named John or James Drummond, an Ensign, in the first bat- 
" talion of the 73d Regiment of Highlanders; of this regiment, it 
" is well known that the second battalion, which was at Giibraltar, 
" was reduced or disbanded about the said year 1783, in order to 
'' be incorporated into the second battalion of the 42d Highland- 
" ers, and that the officers of the said second bat^ion of the 73d 
** were put on half-pay, as appears from the army-list of the years 
*' 1785 and 1786. 

" In 1786, the said John or James Drummond was removed 
** from the first battalion of the 73d Regiment before mentioned, 
** and was placed on the half-pay of the second battalion of the 
" same regiment, which second battalion, as before observed, be- 
'' came incorporated in the second battalion of the 42d Highland- 
''ers; but the said James was not put upon half-pay as an 
** Ensign." 

" About two years after, the name of James Drummond appears 
" on the half-pay of the 71st Regiment, as having been a captain 
'^'in the 42d, in which last-named regiment, the HmumnMe 

James Drummond, according to the printed army-list, had- his 

name continued from 1780 to 1784. It, however, seems an irre- 
" concileable point to consider this Captain James Druntmond, and 
^ the Honourable James Drummond, as one and the same person ; 
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** for if no other circumstance was in the way^ the Duke of Mel* 
'' fort has obtained a note from the War Office, which states^ viz. 
" ' The Honourable James Drummond, Captain in the 42(^ 
** * foot, was put on half-pay in the year 1786/ 

In 1807> he was struck out of the half-pay list^ as having not 
' received the pay as such.' 

From these particulars the conclusion which obtrudes itself is, 
that every artful endeavour was resorted to for the purpose of 
concealing, or involving in uncertainty, the death of the Honour- 
*' able James Drummond at Lisbon, as before mentioned, in 1780^ 
and for bringing forward the person of substitution, who was to 
claim the great and noble inheritance of the Perth Family. 
The friends of the late Lord Perth of course must know who 
" was his legal Father, and whether instead of James the son of 
" James Drummond, of Lundin, he was not rather John, the son 
of Colin Drummond, of Megginch, and nephew to Adam Drum- 
mond, M. P. Excepting however for the infamy and injustice 
" of the false personification, if such tliere was, the case at the pre- 
" sent day is not changed, so far as relates to the Duke of Mel- 
fort's right of succession to the honours and estates of his family, 
for even supposing that the late Lord Perth was truly the person 
** he described himself, or was represented to be ; that he was the 
" only surviving son of James Drummond, of Lundin, and not the 
" son of Colin Drummond, of Megginch ; that he was really the 
" same Honourable James Drummond who, in 1780, was in so de- 
'* plorable a state of health, as for his physicians to despair of his 
" recovery, and who got the better of his deep decline in spite of 
*^ their prognostications ; and that he was not a red-haired roan^ 
" but dark, as the Honourable James Drummond was known to 
** be, — the right of the Duke of Melfort to the patrimony in ques- 
" tion has not become altered." 

Here Count Melfort adduces arg^uments in support of his own 
right to the succession, but as they do not affect, and have no 
bearing on, the present case or question, it is quite unnecessary to 
quote them here. 

At the bottom of page 19 of the book is the following note:«- 
'' This Colin Drummond, of Megginch, had been Collector of the 
'' Cess (Excise) in Perthshire ; was afterwards Deputy Paymaster 
''of Quebec, and one of the Commissariat General in Canada. 
*' His elder brother, Adam Drummond, of Megginch, was a 
'* Member of Parliament, and had the use of Drummond Castle, 
" where he resided from. 1746, until the restoration of the estate 
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by the Act of Parliament. By this drcumstanoe^ he had fte 
opportunity of possessing himself of the most material papers, 
** deeds, settlements, and documents, relating to the Perth Title 
** and Estates, and consequently of rendering them eminently use- 
** ful in the aggrandisement of his family ; while his parliamentary 
** importance made him a fit person to be courted and accommo- 
*' dated by those who, at the same time, could thereby serve their 
** own public and private interest." 
The Duke of Melfort proceeds — '' On this ground the Duke 
of Melfort, according to the opinions of the most eminent Coun- 
sel, both English and Scotch, namely. Sir Samuel Romilly, Mr. 
Serjeant Best, Mr. Nolan, Mr. Henry Erskine, Mr. Dale, 
Messrs. Matthew, Ross, Fletcher, Thompson, and others, is ad- 
*' vised, that his claim is good, if attended to, and pursued in the 
proper manner, and with adequate means. 

In support of the statement, that the entail and investiture ei 
the Perth Estates were to heirs male, the proofs are to be col- 
lected froim divers charters among the Public Archives of Soot- 
*' land, at all times ready to be adduced." 
Extracts from some of these are subjoined. 
'' Upon the 11th day of October, 1687> James, the fourth Earl 
" of Perth, and Chancellor of Scotland, executed a settlement and 
*' strict entail of his estate, and soon after, via. on the 17th of No- 
vember, 1687> a charter of ' novo damns' was granted to his son 
Lord James Drummond, by King James II. in terms of the en- 
tail, whereby the estate was settled upon the same series of hein 
" to whom the title was soon after limited. The Earl likewise re- 
" signed his honours into the King's hands, and of the same date 
received a new patent to himself and his eldest lawful son and 
his heirs male, whom failing, to the Earl's other issue male, pro- 
created, or to be procreated, whom £Bdling, to the Earl's brother- 
german John Earl of Melfort, and his heirs male, whom failing, 
'* to the heirs male of John the second Earl of Perth. 

'^ After this another charter of ' novo damus' was granted to 
^' James, fourth Earl of Perth, the Chancellor before mentioned ; 
^ this Charter is dated July 13th, 1688, and was upon record prior 
^* to the Revolution in 1688, and now remains, unless some parti" 
" cular persons, for sinister purposes, have caused the same to be 
" erased or withdrawn, 
'^ Under the recitement of the Act of Parliament (24 Geo. IIL 
Cap. LVII. 1784) for the restoration of the Perth Estates, the 
Duke of Melfort cannot but feel a conviction of his legal right 
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*' tttercfto, and t^at it \vas in the principle of justice by which the 
*** British Pariiament was induced t<y the said restoration, the tin- 
*' doubted intention of the legislature to leave the inheritance of the 
'^ said Estates to descend unto those heirs who by the charters of 
'^ entail were nominated to succeed thereto. 

'^ The grant therefore which was made to the late James Drum- 
*' niond (afterwards Lord Perth) of the Estates in fee instead of 
*' in tail male, impresses the Duke of Melfort (as he is prone to 
" believe it must every honest man) with a thorough sentiment, that 
'' Parliament would never have sanctioned a grant so contrary to 
the apparent meaning of the preamble of the benevolent act of 
the 24th Geo. III. before-cited, had there not been a misrepresent 
tation made (and facts with-holden) with regard to the situation 
'' of the parties who were in truth those to whom the restoration 
ought to have been made, and so made, as to have fulfilled the in- 
tentions and directions of the original settlers of the said estates^ 
the nature of whose investitures were indeed pointed out by the 
preamble of the benevolent act, but were entirely negatived by 
the subsequent clause in favour of the' heirs and assigns of suck 
heir male ; which amounted to a ^ant in fee. 

It is to be observed, that in pursuance of the said Act of 24 
Geo. III. the right of succession opened to James Lewis Drum- 
" mond, late Duke of Melfort, elder brother to Charles Edward^ 
the present claimant ; but a person calling himself Captain James 
Drummond, and representing himself to be the Honourable 
James Drummond, only surviving son of James Drummond of 
'* Lundin, came forward as that heir male, who, according to the 
'* Act of restoration, was entitled to the inheritance of the Perth 
'* Estates. 

" The seclusion of the Duke of Melfort in France, and his utter 
^' ignorance that he had become the chief heir male of the Perth 
** line, contributed much to the success of this Mr. Drummond's 
''substitution, who being supported by a very powerful patron, 
"had no opponent capable to contend with him, or rebut his 
'' pretensions. 

*' Under this state of the case it is evident that the wording of 
''the Act of Parliament of the 24 Geo. III. so far as relates to 
" the Perth Estates, viz. — to heirs and assigns, was snrreptitioualy 
"introduced, and wilfully intended to operate against the true 
" heir entitled to the succession, with a view to render the posses- 
sion, meant to be given to the person who afterwards obtained the 
same, so perfect^ as to enable him to dispose of any part thereof 
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'' for the remuneratxm of those who prmnoted^ patroniied^ and 
'' assisted him in the aoquisition thereof^ a purpose which could not 
** have been effected, had the said Estates been given back by Par- 
** liament to have been enjoyed according to the family entails by 
'' heirs male only* 

Condnsioa" — (by the Duke of Melfbrt^ in his book.) 
My Lords and G^tlemen, 

The preceding statement is, with all due respect, submitted te 
** your candour ; nothing more m requested than that you should 
*' take the subject into your serious consideration, and 'do on the 
** occasion as to your wisdom may seem meet, and to your ideas of 
equal justice may appear the most conformable. 

Under all the particulars of the case, an investigation seems 
neces sa ry to be had, in order that it may be ascertained, whether 
** the late Mr. John or James Drummond, alias Lord Perth, was not 
spuriously substituted for the Honourable James Drummond,-^ 
'' whether the British Senate was not imposed upon, by a misre- 
presentation of &cts, relating to the investitures and entail of the 
Perth Estates, and by the suppression of infiirmatiooL which might 
have been, and ought to have been adduced, on that head,— 
'* whether a deceased noUe statesman was not accessary to the im* 
" postorship of Person, and all the comcomitant malversations which 
^' are suspected to have taken place on the behalf of Mr. John or 
''James Drummond as afwesaid,— «nd whether the said noble 
^* statesman did not, in reward for his eminent services on the 
'^ occasion, obtain the Perth Estate of Ouneira, near Drummond 
"Castle? 

''It certainly has been reported that the noUe Lord bought 
" the estate, as, also, that he otherwise obtained it ; but the one 
report is imagined to have been propagated for the purpose of 
misleading the minds of indifferent persons, while the other is 
" believed to have originated in the genuine disposition of unbias- 
" sed people, inclined to speak the real sentiments of their mind% 
*' ' conviction.' 

The purchase story seems to be founded upon the circumstance 
that, when certain parts of the Perth Estate were offered for 
sale, in order to raise the sum of £52,547- Is. 6d. charged on 
" them by Government, there was a great demur on the side of 
" those who were disposed to become purchasars, by reason that the 
" estates were considered under a strict entail, and as such^ the 
'^ power to sell was viewed in an equivocal light. 
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^' To remove this obstacle^ it is stated that the noUe Lord put 
*' himself at the head of the List of purchasers, -and thereby jset an 
example for others to follow. 

But this specious countenance has not taken away the suspi- 
cion that the whole mas a trick ; that the same was a nmninaliiy 
^* of purckascy without any real consideration paid, though the con- 
sideraiion might have been previously performed. Indeed^ could 
it for one moment be deemed ^at the estate was acquired for an 
absolute money consideration ajter a fair rate of value, an awk- 
ward surmise might arise^ as to the quarter from whence the said 
purchase money was obtained ; — ^the public mind has already had 
its suspicions^ and the purchase of this estate would not render 
" them the more unfounded. 

** The Duke of Melfort is by no means disposed to make false 
'^ insinuations against any man ; he scorns calumny^ though he 
'^ has suffered much under its effects from the spleen of his ene- 
" mies ; but he feels it a duty he owes to himself^ and to the honour 
of the very andent and noble family of which he is the heir male 
representative, to assert in the face of the world those causes> 
which he^ in strictness of truth, believes to have been surrepti- 
tiously and unjustly exercised against him, to the depriving him 
'* of his birth-right, to the slander of his reputation, and to the dis- 
'* credit of that Government, under which he looks upon Tiiiii<?A^f 
'' entitled to the rights of a British subject. 

'' The Duke of Melfort does not call upon the Parliament of 
*' Great Britain to take upon itself the decision of his claim to the 
*' honours and estates of Perth, but only applies to them to make a 
revision of that act, which he considers to have been passed to 
his injury, under a most wicked attempt by his spoliators to per- 
vert the pure course of parliamentary justice. 

The Duke, notwithstanding his sufferings, the distress his 
'* adversaries have occasioned him, and the ignominies they have 
cast upon him, yet looks up to the British Senate not to suffer 
the act in question to remain unreviewed. He then pins his faith 
in the national honour of that assembly to render him justice 
upon that point, without making any interference upon the nature 
" of what other proceedings may be requisite for him to adopt, in 
" order to establish his claim to the dignities and estates of Perth, 
" but leaving the same open for him to pursue in such of the courts 
" of Judicature as may be most proper to make a legal decision 
" thereon.'* 
Here Count Melfort's book concludes. 
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Prefixed to tbe book is a genealogical taUe of the House ^ 
Drummond, wherein the peraon who obtained the estates, in 1785, 
is thus designated. " John alias James Dmmmond, Personificator 
" of the Right of Descent and Heirship to the Perth Estates, on 
''their Restoration in l*JQi, and by favour somehow or other ob^ 
''iMHed the tame; created Lord Perth, and died in 1800/' leav^ 
ing issue—" Clementina, only Daughter, now wife of tbe Hon. 
** Peter Robtp Burrel, who has taken the name of Drummond." 

With regard to the credit due, or not due, to Count Melfort's 
statement in his book, not one word will here be said ;«— the sub- 
stance of the book has been fairly laid down before tbe reader, who 
is left to form his own judgment on it. 

JAMES DRUMMOND, eldest son and heir oe James Dnim^ 
mond, commonly called Duke of Perth, was born at Biddick, and 
baptized at the parish church of Houghton-le- Spring, August 9th, 
1752» and married at the Chapel of Painshaw, in the parish of 
Houghton-le-Spring, April 2d, 177^9 Margaret Pearson, of the 
same parish. — He died on the 7th February, 1823, and was buried 
at the Chapel of Painshaw, on the 11th Febmary, 1823. 

His rdict is still living.—* They had several children, sons and 
daughters, of whom the eldest son is THOMAS DRUMMOND. 
the Claimant, who was bom April 3d, 1782, and baptised at the 
Chapel of Painshaw, in the Parish of Houghton*le-Spring, June 
17th, 1792. 

JAMES DRUMMOND was, as has been before sUted, 
brought up in the employment of a '* pitman," and followed the 
occupation to the time of his deiM:h, or as long as his health and 
strength would permit, and he seems to have imbibed the priitci,. 
pie before mentioned as so predominant with pitman, of bringing* 
up his sons to the same 4iccupation, and they were so brougl^ up 
^cordingly. 

It has been remarked before herein, that James Drummond 
(the father, or Duke of Perth) died two years before the passing 
of the act for the restoration of the forfeited estates; this, of 
course^ precluded the possibility of his making any application for 
them;<^-^but it may be asked,— why did his eldest son, James 
Drummond, not make application at the time? — This, at first 
eight, may seem rather a startling question^ inasmuch as if he had 
^oome forward at the time, when complete evidence of his father's 
identity was at hand« there ean be no doubt that his applicatioii 
must and would have been successful ;— a little attention, however, 
to the circumstances and situation in whi^ch he was then placed. 
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^ni^ it is hoped, remot^e any objection that may be made as to his 
apparent supineness ; — secluded from the world, and, in a great 
measure, from the light of day, — thinking of nothing, and know- 
ing nothing almost, but how he might best labour in his occupa- 
tion for his daily subsistence, — out of the reach of knowledge of 
what was passing in the world at large, and hardly acquainted 
with the occurrences of the next village, it is not surprising that 
he should remain ignorant of public transactions, or affairs of the 
«tate, and the matter in which he was so deeply interested, was,< 
undoubtedly, a state affair ; — moreover, he was not in possession* 
<^ a shilling more than was necessary to purchase the daily bread 
for himself and his family, and had no means of obtaining infurma« 
tion, and, when the family did learn that the estates had been 
given to some person, the knowledge they possessed of the nature 
and state of the case went no further than this, — ^that they under- 
stood the estates had, by the offences of their father, become the 
property of the king, and that he might do what he would with 
them, and dispose of them as he pleased, and to whom he pleased ; 
—added to this, James Druramond is understood to have been a 
person of timid and inactive disposition, and what is more, it would 
appear that he and the family were impressed with a strange and 
unaccountable notion, or rather a fatuity, that not only the life of 
their father, but tHe lives of the whole family, descendants and 
all, were in jeopardy, and liable to be sacrificed for his crime. — 
Under all these circumstances, it is not surprising that James 
Drummond should remain inert to the end of his life. 

But it ought not to be inferred, from his dilatoriness, that he 
was indifferent to, or regardless of, the nature and object of his 
rights and his claim, but only that he, the heir male, and the per*' 
son who, alone, could actually derive benefit from the concern, did 
not make himself, as it certainly would have been wise in him to 
have done, the prominent figure, as it were, in the necessary in- 
, quiries into the case, and become the prime mover and agitator of 
the question ; whereas, it would seem, he contented himself with 
joining v/ith the family generally, in a kind of association for pro- 
secuting inquiry, for it is in proof, from the evidence, particularly 
that of Mrs. Elizabeth Peters, that the family never lost sight of 
the main question, but, on the contrary, have, at various times, 
and at all opportunities, exerted themselves, and left no means 
untried that were within their power, to discover the true state of 
the case, and recover their rights, if possibles 
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This is firovedy beyond the pombQity of doubt, by the evidence 
of Mrs. Peters, who states, with minnteness, the snbstance of a 
conversation she had with the late Lady Perth (relict of Lord 
Perth) and her daughter (the present Lady Gwydyr) at an inter- 
view which took place in London, several years ago, when the 
consanguinity of Mrs. Peters, and, a fortiori, the identity of James 
Dnimmond, her father, were not denied by the ladies. — ^A subse- 
quent attempt, however, of Mrs. Peters, to obtain another inter- 
view with Lady Perth and her daughter was unsuccessful; — ^tlie 
iqpplicant, on sending up her name, was told die Uuyes were ''not 
** at kome.''^lt is not difficult to assign a reason for this subt^fnge 
being resorted to ; — Mrs. Peters seemed likely to become, to use 
rather an uncouth phrase, a " troublesome customer" to the ladies, 
and it is a maxim held good in some families, that the sooner you 
can shake oflTyour poor relations, the better. 

Matters continued in much the same state until the death of 
James Drummond, which took place on the 7th February, 1823, 
and he was buried at the Chapel of Painshaw, on the 1 1th FelMii- 
ary , 1823. He left several children, sons and daughters, of whom 
the eldest son is THOMAS DRUMMOND, the Claimant. 

It is hqped satisfactory reason has been shewn why more active 
measures, with regard to the great family Question, were not 
adopted in his (James Drummond's) life-time. 




THOMAS DRUMMOND, 

THE CLAIMANT. 

THOMAS DRUMMOND, eldest Son and Heir of James 
Drummond, last mentioned. Grandson of James Drummond, 
commonly called DUK£ of PERTH ; and Great Great Grand- 
son, and Heir of Male and of Line, of JAMES, FOURTH 
EARL of PERTH:— was bom April 3d, 1792, and baptised at 
the Chapel of Painshaw, in the Parish of Houghton4e-Spring^ 
June 17th, 1792. 

He is married, and has several children, sons and daughters;—- 
his eldest son is named James Drummond, and he has a younger 
son, named John Drummond. 

Thomas Drummond, shortly after the death of his father, and 
being, moreover, well aware of the nature and justness of his 
family pretensions, applied himself, as well as his very limited 
means and narrow circumstances would permit, to an investigation 
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and inquiry into the particulars and history of his family affairs, 
and his endewrours have heen eminently successful, inasmuch as 
he has, witmthe assistance of a few friends, heen enahled to col- 
lect a mass of materials, and a hody of evidence, so strong, as to 
render his case irresistible, and, it is conceived, that nothing can 
defeat it, unless it can be shewn, by absolute and positive prorf, 
that James Drummond, commonly called Duke of Perth, actually 
died on board ship, at sea, in May, 1746, as has been reported ;— 
and such proof, though not an absolute impossibility, is so very 
nearly akin to it, as not to admit of any other construction. 

In fine, — ^the essence of the case, as to the facts of it, may be 
comprised in a few words. The Attainder of the House of Drum- 
mond has never been reversed or removed, and the blood of the 
descendants remains contaminate to this hour. The Estate of 
Perth, forfeited by the Attainder, has never been given, granted, 
or disponed to the Heirs of the former Owner, agreeably to the 
intention of the Legislature, as expressed in the Preamble of the 
Act of Parliament for granting to the Heirs of the former Proprie- 
tors the forfeited Estates in Scotland. The Titles and Honours 
of the Earldom of Perth were never forfeited, but became dormant 
on the death (in 1716) of James Drummond, Fourth Earl of 
Perth, in consequence of the previous Attainder (by Act of Par- 
liament, 1. Geo. 1. 1715) of James Drummond, Esquire, commonly 
called Lord Drummond, his eldest Son, and Heir Apparent,-— and 
they have ever since continued, and do still remain, dormant 

To express, briefly, the conclusion which, as it is hoped, has 
been shewn, ought to be come to, from this very long statement 
of facts and evidence, it may safely be asserted, that, unless the 
person, James Drummond, (Thomas Drummond, the Claimant's 
paternal Grandfather) who came to, and settled at Biddick, shortly 
after the rebellion, 1745, was, in name, in origin, and in character, 
and, in every sense of the word, an impostor, there cannot exist a 
shadow of doubt, that Thomas Drummond, his legitimate Grand- 
son, is the legal, lineal Heir Male to the Estates and Honours of 
the Earldom of Perth; and, in common justice to the memory 
and name of James Drummond, it is further asserted, without 
fear of contradiction, that, as far as is known, or has ever been 
heard of, there never existed the slightest suspicion, nor ever was 
uttered the slightest imputation, of any thing of the kind^ against 
either himself, or any of his family. 

[The Pxoo& and Evidence remain in Manuicript.] 
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Yott win be plctied to penise and oootlder the aA^regoing ittteoienf and ofr^ 
•watioM, together with the proolii and evidence annexed, aad«re yoax opinion, 
ae well on the ease, generally, ai on the particular queitiont askA 

lit fe it advinble that the dainmnt, Thomas Drammond, aboold, in the first 
instance, endcavoar to pioeore himself to be served Hdi Male of Jaoics 
Dnimmond, oommonly called Duke of Perth, who flod, after the battle uf 
CuOoden, as above stated ; and upon the Execution of a Brieve, isnied for 
that purpose, would such Evidence, as it appears by this Case, tbe Claimaot 
can adduce, be received ;— and if, and when received* would it be sufficieift 
to establish such claim of service, assuming that the reported dea& of the* 
said James Orummond, commonly eaUed Duke of Perth, in May, 1946i» 
cannot be proved ? 

« 

tnd* Are the dreumstanees of this Case, and the nature of the Evidence, as set 
ftrtfa in the afiii«going ttatenent, soch as to justify the dahnant, Thomae 
Dnunmond, in taking immediate 8tepi»-««[id, if yea, what steps on^t he 
to take, to procure the intentions of the Legislaturet as expressed in the 
preamble of the Act 24, Geo. III. Cap. LVII. (1784) to be carried into ef- 
fect, in favour of him, as Heir Male of the said James Drummond, com- 
monly caUed Duke of Perth, the former Owner of tbe Perth Estates, by 
whose Attainder they became forfeited ;— bearing in mind* that those Estates 
were, under the provisions of that Act (dedaring them to hafve become fbi- 
fdted by the Attainder of John Drummondj^ granted, by his late Majestiv 
King George III. to the fiither of Lady Gwydyr, who had been found, b^ 
a Decree of the Court of Session, to be the nearest heir male of the said 
John Drummond ;— or what course, adverting to such dreumstanees, and 
evidence ; and also, to such Decree of the Court of Session, and the Grant 
made, by the late King, to the fiither of Lady Gwydyr, ought the present 
Claimant to pursue, to substantiate his daim to, and obtain posseesion of 
the Perth Estates ? 

[^N. B. The above questions Jbr Counsel are suggested, but, of 
course, may be varied, altered, or ryecied altogether, and 
others substituted, at the discretion of the Solicitor to whom 
mat/ be assigned the submitting of this Case to CounseV} 



" Earldom of PertJL—On Monday, the 20th of June, 1831, at the Canongate 
Court Room, Edinburgh, Thos. Drummond, of Biddick, in the county (^Durham, 
grandson and heir male of the body of James, Sixth Earl of Perth, commonly caUed 
'" Duke of Perth,** was, by a respectable jury, unanimously served nearest and 
lawful hdr male of his deceased great grand unde. Lord Edward Drummond, who 
took upon himself the title of Earl of Perth, and. who was the youngest and last 
surviving son, and last hdr male of the body, of .James, the Fourth Earl of Perth. 
The dreumstanees connected with this daim are said to be of ihe moat interesting 
nature." FMnhurgh Ncrvxpaper. "" 
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THE PERTH PEERAGE. 

The petition, of which a copy is rabjotned, was presented 
to the House oi Lords yesteraay week, and ordered to be 
laid upon the table. It will be perceived that it contains 
some very important allegatiohs, which, if proved, will 
materially alter the appearance of the case of the Dae de 
Melfort, which has been already submitted to the Com- 
mittee of Privileges. 

*'To THE Bight Hon. Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
IN Parliament assembled.'^ 

** The humble petition of Thomas Dmmmond, of Pensher, 
in the county of Durham, showetb, 

** That your petitioner is ^andson and heir-male of the body 
of James Drummond, the sixth Earl of Perth (commonly 'called 
Duke of Perth), who was unfortunately connected with the 
rebellion of 1745, and who, therefore, not having surrendered 
himself before the 12th of July, 1746, although living, was, by 
the operation of the 19th of (teorge II. c. 26. attainted of nigh 
treason. 

*'That your petitioner as such heir-male claims th& title of 
Earl of Perth, which was suspended, but not forfeited, in the 
year 1716, by reason of the eldest son of James, the fourth Earl 
of Perth, having in his father*s life-time been attainted of high 
treason for being engaged in the rebellion of 1745. 

** That your petitioner has been informed that the petition 
of George Drummond, Due de Melfort, claiming the title of 
Earl of Perth, is now being beard before your Lordships* 
Committee of Privileges, and that in support of his claim the 
raid George Dmmmond, Due de Melfort, alleges that Jan^es 
Drummond, the sixth Earl of Perth (your petititioner's grand- 
father), died at sea in May, 1746, which allegation your peti- 
tioner denies to be true. 

*'That your petitioner alleges that your petitioner's said 
grandfather, the sixth Earl of Perth, after escaping from the 
baAtle of Cuuoden, instead of dyi6g at tioa in May, 1746, settled 
at Biddick, in the parish of Uonghton-le-Spnng, in the oonnty 
of Durham, and there on the ^th November, 1749, married 
Elizabeth Armsb'on^. 

** That ;^our petitioner has been duly served nearest and 
lawful heir'maie of John Drummond, commonly called Lord 
John Drummond, the younger brother of your petitioner^ 
said grandfather, James Drummond, the sijtth Earl of Perth. 

" Wherefore your petitioner most humbly prays that your 
Lordships will be pleased to order that bis daim to the 
Earldom of Perth may be referred to your £x>rd8ktip^B Com- 
mittee of Privileges, in order that the same may be by ^hem 
considered at the time of considering the claim of the Due de 
Melfort, now in the course of being heard by, and before, 
your Lordships* Committee of Privileges. 

** And your Lordships* petitioner shall ever pray, &c. 

THOMAS DRUMMOND. 
'• Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Aug. 10,*' X 

On the last day that tho case of tne Due de Melfort was 
before the Committee an arrangement was made that 
when the evidence had been prin^, Mr. Fleming should 
sum up. It is, however, believed that that course will 
not be followed, and in all probability the session will 
terminate without any final settlement of. the question 
now at issue. The case of the petitioner is exceedingly 
interesting, and is comprised in a very narrow compass. 
His great-grandfather, James Drummond, commouly 
cailea Lord Drummond^ was, by act of parliament, 1 Geo* 
I. attainted of hieh treason for having joined in the rebel- 
lion of 1715, in tne life-time of his father, James Drum- 
mond, the fourth Earl of Perth, who was created by James 
VU. of Scotland Duke of Perth. On the death of the Earl 
and Duke of Perth in 1716, his peerage lionours did not 
descend to bis son, the claimant's great-grandfather, but 
became dormant by reason of his attainder in his father's 



lite^iD«. 'Itae olMmuit't griNU jRbJfather, howeirer, 
took tbe title of Duke of Perth, atfi, hsrinf gone to Prance 
with the Pretender, died et Pari* in 1790, and left the 
claiQMUit*s crandfather, Janiea Dnimmond, hie eldest son, 
who took the title of Dake of Perth, and was concerned in 
the rebeJUon of 174ft. After the battie oi Callodeo, the 
claimant's erand father escaped from 8ootIand, and secreted 
himself at Biddick, in the county of Durham, and, iu order 
to prerent apprehension, and coneequent execution, he 
caused it to be reported that he had embarked with his 
brother Lord John Dnimmond, and Prince Charles 'the 
Pretender, on board of a ship bound for France, and that 
he had died »t sea on his passage in May, 1746, of the 
wounds he had received at the battle of Culloden. lie 
settled at Biddick, and on the Ath November, 1769, mar- 
ried Kliaabeth Armstnmg ; he died on the 10th June, 1782, 
and left an only son. James Drummond, the claimant's 
fathM*, who died on the 7lh February, 1838. The great, 
and indeed the only question in the case is, ** Dfd the i>nke 
of Perth, who was concerned in the rebellion of 1745, take up 
his abode at Biddick. marry, and leave issue male, •aalieg'id 
by Thomas Drummond, the claimant, or did he die at sea 
in May, 1741^ unmarried, as alleged by the Due de Mel- 
fort ?** This interesting question will speedily be settled 
by the Bouse of Lords. 



/ . THE LATE LORD FORTH. /^//, 

Some additional parfionlars with xegaxd to jlne late 
Lord Forth and the lady with whom he was living and 
died, to those which appeared at the inonest, have been 
published. The deceased was bom at Naples in 1834. 
and in 1858 he was appointed to an ensigncy in the 42na 
Bcffiment, which, however, it appears ne left in the 
IblJbwing year in the Crimea, not relishing "the pomp 
and ciremnstan^e of glorious war," or rather the pen! of a 
military life. In 1866 he married the eldest daughter of 
the Hon. Adolphus Capel, niece of the Earl of Essex. The 
sad eventful historv oi their marriage life was told, the 
Viscountess herself being the narrator, to Sir Creswell 
Cresswell, earl^ in the present year. Lady Forth peti- 
tioned for a dissolution of her marriage on account of 
Lord Perth's adultery, and for a judicial separation on 
account of his cruelty ; but the application was resisted 
bv the Queen's Proctor, on the ground of collusion and 
tne aduJtes^ of the lady herself. It appeared ftam Lady 
Perth's evidence, and that of her mother, that during 
three vaars they lived together, llieir daily life, from the 
day after the marriage, was one of drunkenness and bru- 
tslity on the part of the husband towards his wife, her 
sister, brothers, and even his own child, an infant. Dur- 
ing tiie whole of that time he seems to have contributed 
not a farthing towards his own maintenance, but was 
supported by his wife's father and mother; and at 
iart he became so outrageous that they pasted com- 
pany, we beUeve, in 1858, and Lad;^ Forth never saw 
nim afterwards. Some time after ms departure. Lady 
Forth seems to have formed an acquaintance witli a Mr. 
Dering, and to have visited the United States with him. 
and on the ground of this intimacy her divorce was sec 
aside. Nor is the history of Mrs. Drummond, or«ather 
Mrs. Lloyd, the lady who has been living with Lord 
Forth as nis wife, and who died with him, a wHt less 
sad, if the statements respecting her which have gained 
enrren<7 are true. She was the only daughter and 
heiress of a gentleman of property and a magistrate 
for the county of Hereford, residing near Leominster. 
yrhsD. about twenty she fell to the seduciive will of a 
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idon of a noble Iiouse, ooi KemI two cMId^reii, who axe 
now living with her fkther. Subsequently she appears 
to have b^ome penitent, and after a time she was mar- 
ried to a man named Lloyd, by whom it is said she had 
two more children, who are now also living witii her 
fiftther. Lloyd was in debt, and having married a lady of 
uoperty, was held by his creditors., and foond his way to 
tne Qaeen's Bench, where Lord Forth had also found a 
local habitation. Mrs. Lloyd visited her husband in the 
bench, an intimacy sprang up between her and Lord Forth, 
and on his liberation they joined company, and have livea 
tM;ether ever since. The remains of Mrs. Lloyd are to be 
taken to the family vault for interment. At the inquest 
the surgeon said her death was attributable to natural 
IBanaeSj apartfrom her recent confinement. Those ** natural 
^causes ' are said to have been intemperanoew 8fa^ was at 
the time of her death only 28 vears of age. The £arl 0l 
Perth, it is said, has directed that Lord Forth shall.^ 
*' decently interred" at Gloucester. 



